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NEWS SUMMARY 


THE COURT OF COMMON COUNCIL of the City of London 
have been recommended by their public health committee to 
make the City a smokeless zone from October 2 next. p. 368 


“ BEAUTY is the by-product of interest and pleasure in the choice 
of action’ Dr. Bronowski told the RIBA on Tuesday. p. 376 


RATES OF INTEREST on advances to public authorities are 
raised “in line with the general level of Government 
credit.” p. 382 


CUCKFIELD RDC has recorded the metered cost of water used 
in building a bungalow as 10s. 3d., whereas the cost under its 
scale of charges would have been £7 10s. p. 383 


GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS, in future “* straightforward 
cases” are to inform all tenderers for building work of their 
position within seven days of the closing dates for receipt of 
tenders. p. 395 





SCIENCE AND ARCHITECTURE 


QTRUCTURAL steel and reinforced concrete began tx 
supersede traditional construction on a serious all 
little more than a half-century ago. To-day they are a 
dominating influence in architectural design. Dr. 
Bronowski posed some of the problems they have pro- 
duced for the architectural profession in a paper—at once 
scholarly, penetrating and idealistic—that he gave at the 
RIBA last Tuesday, the substance of which is reproduced 
in this issue. The lecturer clearly showed his admiration 
for “the pioneering minds, who press forward in the new 
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freedom and create those works which discover the new 
frontiers,” but unless we misread him he finds few such 
minds among contemporary architects, and the explana- 
tion is, obviously, that long-standing divorce between 
science and art. 


“From the moment that you, the architect,” said Dr. 
Bronowski, “consent to take the structural engineering. 
from someone else, the building is doomed.” We should 
not go as far as that, but we see the point. We are here, of 
course, up against that strange antipathy felt by the 
artist for mathematics. The fusion of artist and 
calculator in one and the same person does, of course, 
occur; Leonardo and Wren are often cited, but they are 
the exceptions that prove the rule. And in the case of 
Wren, for whom Dr. Bronowski had a special word to say, 
the evidence is by no means convincing, as a glance at 
certain cross-sections through the nave and dome area of 
St. Paul’s will show. For all his scientific pioneering and 
his remarkable inventiveness—he lauded, too, the “ good 
Roman manner of building ”»—Wren was still, in practice, 
very much the medievalist. But we love his buildings. 
no less because of their imperfections. 


To-day the rise of a great scientist-architect, though not 
to be ruled out, seems fairly unlikely if we are to believe 
the recent statement of a distinguished professor of archi- 
tecture (and we do not doubt it) that the mathematical 
calculations involved in the design of shell concrete are 
beyond the capacity of most architects and of some 
engineers. It is, to say the least, doubtful whether any. 
one man can expect to master, within the compass of 2 
normal lifetime, not only the art of planning and architec- 
tural design but all the arts, crafts and sciences involved 
in modern building. Much must be delegated in the 
practice of a profession the conditions of which are 
becoming increasingly complex. 


That is not to say that an architect should be satisfied 
merely to get out a plan and pass it over to a consulting 
engineer or a firm of structural steel manufacturers to be 
fitted, or misfitted, with some sort of construction. That 
is the negation of architecture. To-day anyone who wishes: 
to practise successfully as an architect must have 2 
thorough grasp of building economics, which means inter 
alia an intimate, though not necessarily a_ scientific 
knowledge of the principles of all forms of constructiom 
and their suitability to differing purposes. 


“ The architect,” said Dr. Bronowski, “ must fit himself 
for solving all parts of the work in his own person.” it 
is a consummation devoutly to be wished but, in the 
complex requirements of our time, one which must 
remain, generally speaking, an unattainable ideal. The 
mathematical-architectural genius may possibly arise once 
in a generation, but the average architect is likely to remain 
a practica! planner and business man, ready to ask and 
accept expert advice when he needs it. 


D 
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Notes of the Week 


AA DISCUSS AESTHETICS 


HE discussion on “Aesthetic Control 
over Architects,” on February 23, 
provided a typically cosy AA evening for 
the tired unbusiness man, writes Basil 
Marriott, though those who expected 
serious discussion of a pretty serious 
subject may have been a little dis- 
appointed. Most speakers seemed to 
suffer a little from the typically British 
distaste in principle for controls we know 
to be necessary in fact. 

Messrs. R. T. Kennedy and G. A. 
Jellicoe spoke for, and W. G. Howell and 
R. F. Jordan against, the control prin- 
ciple, but significantly the “pros” felt 
called on to defend rather than advocate 
control. Mr, Kennedy thought the less 
of it the better, even at risk of some 
horrors, but that some was necessary, 
ditto, ditto, dullness. Mr. Jellicoe detes- 
ted it, but urged the dangers of the age 
we live in. Bill Howell thought that 
architects ought not to be privileged but, 
since they had let the question go begging, 
ought to mop up the resulting mess, 
quoting cement-and-bottle-top follies of 
our lunatic fringe (“ neat but not Gaudi,” 
thinks I). Robert Jordan, as one of our 


most widely humanistic and least mealy- 
mouthed critic, was articulately against 
assumption of divine powers of veto. 

In the discussion, James Adams pro- 
duced “ good theatre ” by wanting to try 
exempting architects provided (and here 


he flourished, and whipped away like a 
Cairene conjurer, some _horror-comic 
schemes including one submitted by an 
AA Dip—tableau!) that we are pre- 
pared to drum some of them out of the 
regiment. From where I was sitting, the 
following speakers (except for Max Fry) 
became invisible and largely therefore 
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COMING EVENTS 


MONDAY, MARCH 7 

FEDERATION OF PAINTING CONTRACTORS.—Annual 

dinner and dance. Dorchester Hotel, Wl. 7 p.m. 
TUESDAY, MARCH 8 

Roya CoLLeGe oF Art.—‘‘ Architectural Perspec- 
tive,’’ by Mr. Sergei Kadleigh, ARIBA. RSA, John 
Adam-street, WC2. 5 p.m. 

INSTITUTE OF QUANTITY 
BrRANCH).—Film and discussion on 
Caxton Hall, SW1. 6.30 p.m. 

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 9 

ARCHITECTURAL ASSOCIATION.—Forum on ‘‘ Church 
Architecture.’’ 34, Bedford-sq., WCl. 6 p.m. 

Royat Society oF ArTS.—‘‘ The Beauty of Stained 
Glass,’’ by Mr. Carl Edwards. RSA, John Adam-t., 
WC2. 2.30 p.m. 

NATIONAL FEDERATION CF PLUMBERS AND DOMESTIC 
ENGINEERS’ EMPLOYERS).—Annual dinner and dance, 
Park Lane Hotel, Piccadilly, W1. 

LMBA (CENTRAL AREA No. 1).—Luncheon fol- 
lowed by talk on ‘‘ London Building Law as applied 
to existing Buildings,’” by Mr. C. Kennard, FRIBA, 
FRICS. Derry and Tom’s Restaurant, High-street, 
W8. 1 p.m. 


Surveyors (LONDON 
** Sanitation.”’ 


THURSDAY, MARCH 10 

INSTITUTE OF Housinc.—‘‘ Some Aspects of Lon- 
don Housing,’”’ by Mr. A. S. Charlton, CBE. County 
Hall, SE1. 6.45 p.m. 

INSTITUTION OF SANITARY ENGINEERS.—** Corrosion 
Resisting Materials in Plumbing and Drainage for 
Chemical Works,’’ by Mr. R. T. Gillet, AMICE. 
Caxton Hall, Westminster. 6 p.m. 

FRIDAY, MARCH 11 

BRITISH REFRIGERATION ASSOCIATION.—Banquet at 
which Mr. Selwyn Lloyd, Minister of Supply, 
will be present. Savoy Hotel, Strand. 7.30 p.m. 

BIRMINGHAM AND Five CounTIES AA.—** Rein- 
forced Concrete Building in Brazil,’ by Mr. E. 
Harold Sidwell. AMICE. Royal Birmingham Society 
of Artists’ Galleries, New-st., Birmingham. p.in. 








inaudible. Apropos control, I do wish 
speakers would heed the Chairman’s re- 
quest and name themselves: one could 
sometimes thus guess what they were 
saying. 


AA THEATRE GROUP 


REGULAR followers of the activities of 
the Section AA Theatre Group are 
familiar with the brand of diverting enter- 
tainment which these players provide 
from time to time. Their choice of plays 





TOLL BRIDGE, 
‘FLORIDA.—The 
world’s longest pre- 





stressed —_construc- 
tion, the three-mile 
section of a toll 
bridge across Tampa 
Bay, has now been 
completed. This 
bridge forms a link 
in the Gulf Coast 
Highway along 
Florida’s west coast. 
The consultants for 
Florida State were 
Parsons, Hall, Brin- 
ckerhoff and Mac- 
donald of New York, 
the general contrac- 
tors were Hardaway 
Contracting Co. of 
Georgia and_ the 
prestressed design 
was provided by 
McCalls Macalloy, 
Ltd., Sheffield, and 
Mr. Donovan Lee, 
MICE, — consulting 
engineer, of London, 
in conjunction with 
The Preload Co. of 
New York. 
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becomes progressively more and more 
ambitious and yet they rarely fail to meet 
this self-imposed challenge. 

Their latest production, “ The Recruit- 
ing Officer,’ by George Farquhar, of 
which they gave three evening perform- 
ances last week at the Twentieth Century 
Theatre, Notting Hill Gate, was a 
courageous effort. This play was first 
performed in 1706 at Drury Lane and 
has seldom been seen since. Even if it 
is never produced again, no harm was 
done by acquainting us with its existence. 

In less able hands it could have been 
very heavy weather indeed, but the AA 
Group were not daunted; they sought out 
the wit and humour of the piece and 
played it light-heartedly so that we all 
shared in the fun. 

Briefly, the plot concerns, on the one 
hand, the efforts of Sergeant Kite (John 
Smith) to enlist new Army recruits and, 
on the other, the amorous affairs of two 
superior officers (Kenneth Buffery and 
John Cain) and a “ gentleman of Shrop- 
shire” (John Roebuck). The principal 
ladies involved were played by Caroline 
Harding and Patricia St. Leger. All of 
these players gave an excellent account 
of themselves, as also did Julian St. 
Leger, who took the part of a justice. 
Admirable support was given by the rest 
of the cast. 


“THE SMOGGY, SMOGGY VIEW” 


AMONG an invited audience of archi- 
tects, local authority officers and such, I 
recently saw two good samples of the 
Gas Council’s films, writes Basil 
Marriott. These, of which there is a 
library of about 26, are available free 
on request to approved organisations 
and schools. 

We were shown “Guilty Chimneys” 
and “Family Album.” I can recom- 
mend both: for those interested, they 
are respectively the productions of 
Associated British-Pathé and Martin 
Films, Ltd.: running time 22 and 30 
mins., and available in both 16 and 35 
mm., sound. The latter, in colour, is the 
story of four generations of one family 
successively occupying the same house, 
science (epitomised by guess—sorry! I 
mean gas) keeping pace with changing 
ways in the old home. But besides 
being warrantable propaganda, the film 
is most entertaining, well acted to dia- 
logue by Roy Plomley, and unusually 
well set, costumed and “ propped.” 

The more topical First Feature, how- 
ever, had Smog for its villain. Like the 
preacher who took Sin for his text, the 
Gas Council “ seems agin it ’—aren’t we 
all? The shocking case for an urgent 
and concerted smoke abatement drive 
was skilfully and objectively built up, 
though perhaps H-certificate evidence 
like corroded human lung-tissue (and 
crumbling crockets,- appropriately at 
Westminster) seem belated official 
realisation of something doctors (and 
architects) have been “on about” for 
some time. 


HOUSEHOLDERS’ GROUSE 


BuT since the film implied that, as 
householders, we are all urged to do 
something about it individually, I feel 
that the ventilation of a householder’s 
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grouse is fair comment. My own view of 
the supply position for smokeless fuels 
may be smogged a little by recent ex- 
periences, but I gather they are common. 

Having with difficulty telephoned my 
“normal supplier ” (described by a sym- 
pathetic operator as a well-known leaver- 
off of the receiver during cold spells) to 
inquire abost a long-overdue delivery 
of coke for my _ dutifully installed 
“smokeless” grate, the following were 
blamed: (a) “ whoever rashly promised 
early delivery” (actually it was the 
manager); (b) “the weather” (because 
of which the delivery men had packed 
up that day, it having rained a little 
earlier); and (c) “the public” (for 
responding so well to the propaganda 
drive). 

Even suppressing unworthy thoughts 
on competitive “rash promises” in the 
new free market, and blimpish ones 
about work in inclement weather, these 
seemed pretty dusty answers, not to 
speak of “nutty” and “slack.” 1 
wonder whether public enthusiasm may 
not be leaking up the Guilty Chimney 
while the supply position, as well as the 
coke, awaits being rectified. It hardly 
seems logical to advise people (as I was) 
to burn coal as an alternative, but I am 
prepared to offer a prize of one imported 
lignite briquette for the best suggestion 
how to frame an order for fuel which 
will nip such lame excuses in the bud, 
provide a second choice, and abate some 
smoke. 

But I enjoyed the films all the same. 


MR. RANDAL PHILLIPS 


AFTER a long and varied career in 
architectural journalism and the Civil 
Service, Mr. R. Randal Phillips, Hon. 
ARIBA, has just retired. No other 
architectural journalist can match 
his experience and achievement. 
Beginning as a young man on the 
now defunct “ Building World,” he later 
edited all the publications of Technical 
Journals, Ltd. (now the Architectural 
Press), for many years. After the first 
World War, in which he served in the 
Royal Engineers, he joined the “ Country 
Life” group and edited “Homes and 
Gardens ” from its founding in 1919 till 
1941, when he joined the Ministry of 
Works and Building (Directorate of 
Post-War Building). 

Here, in the MOW Library, his chief 
work has been the assembly of a com- 
prehensive annotated collection (the 
largest in the country) of trade catalogues 
and manufacturers’ literature on building 
materials, products and equipment. To 
the value of Mr. Phillips’s encyclopaedic 
knowledge and expert advice in this field 
many besides those in the technical 
branches of the Civil Service can testify. 
He is the author of about a dozen books 
on the subject of small house design, 
furnishing and equipment and_ has 
contributed to technical publications at 
home and abroad. This is a record that 
any man should be well satisfied with, 
and we join with his host of friends— 
many of whom assembled in Mr. Agard 
Evans’s room at the Ministry on Feb- 
Tuary 28 when Mr. Frank Yerbury was 
their eloquent spokesman—in wishing 
him many years of happy retirement. 


-to “compartment ” 
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MODERN STREET, FRANKFURT.—A photograph from the current RIBA 
Exhibition of German Architecture. 
“GERMAN ARCHITECTURE TODAY” 


A Current Exhibition at the RIBA 
Reviewed by BASIL MARRIOTT 


MTHIS exhibition, sponsored by the 

Bonn Government, was opened on 
Wednesday, February 23, by the German 
Ambassador at the RIBA, where it con- 
tinues until March 24. In a graceful 
short speech, despite the language diffi- 
culty, Dr. Schlange-Schoningen stressed 
the importance of such intercommuni- 
cations for what was mutually to be 
learned from them. Much common 
ground has already been rediscovered 
during the rehabilitations of European 
countries, though Germany’s is probably 
the immeasurably harder task, and the 
first opportunity to assess results there is 
doubly welcome. 

For other reasons this is an important 
exhibition. Workable “ co-existence for- 
mule” are surely better based on such 
common objectives and shared experi- 
ences within the ambit of each of us indi- 
vidually than any paper bond or political 
ideology. But it is also a rather surpris- 
ing exhibition: it is not easy — or 
necessary—to define what one had half 
expected (one might almost say feared), 
but it is enough to say that there are few 
traces of the qualities which once charac- 
terised ““Germanic” design. What little 
of this remains is perhaps in the tendency 
the philosophical 
approach to humanistic problems 
(though we are not free of this ourselves) 
aptly illustrated by the precise labelling 
as “Buildings for Cultural Purposes ” 
some of those which are usually quite 
intelligently called ‘‘ Recreational.” 

More specifically, there is evidence 
that, metaphorically speaking, non-load 
bearing elements are now given no more 
than their due in post-war Germany. The 
result is (to me and apparently to others 
frank enough to admit that they have 
missed a lot of what goes on there) a 
surprisingly congenial and “ un-foreign ” 


idiom, which while not precluding the 
emergence of a national one is inter- 
national in general approach, conceding, 
of course, that that owes much to pre- 
war Germany. Some of this may be due 
to shrewd selection “for export ” — Dr. 
Geifer, of the Bund Deutcher Architek- 
ten, is evidently a man of perception— 
but it bodes well for international 
understandings. 


EXPERT EDITING 


The presentation succeeds documen- 
tarily: I have had my say on occasions 
about the difficulty of assessing from 
photographed elevations a modern archi- 
tecture of which the immediate visual 
impression is among the less important 
criteria. Short of presentation in “ 3-D ” 
with sound, fury and colour (remember 
the whispered Wootton in the Mars 
Group’s tunnels of love?) this exhibition 
is the most workable compromise. By 
means, for instance, of a small reverse- 
print of plan (or in some case section) 
in the corner of each photograph, the 
scheme is explained sufficiently, and the 
catalogue so succinctly gives the main 
planning and constructional “story,” 
down to details of finish and even colour, 
that one senses expert editing of the 
translation at the RIBA with this diffi- 
culty in mind. 

The Sections, hereinafter taken in cata- 
logue order, are preceded by one illus- 
trating the work of pioneers of the 
Modern Movement. They must have 
been arbitrarily chosen, but suggest the 
continuity—or lack of it. Gropius and 
Van der Rohe are probably the out- 
standing figures. 

Of the Cultural Buildings Baum- 
garten’s .Concert Hall for the Berlin 
Music Academy well illustrates my point, 
in combining severe clarity with grace 
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and lightness. Scharoun’s State Theatre 
at Cassel, shown in a _ photographed 
model of the competition-winning design 
now under construction, has interesting 
shapes explained by the catalogue as 
owing their apparently “arbitrary poly- 
morphous” manifestations to his denial 
of a valid theatre formula. Another 
excellent Concert Hall is by Weber at 
the Hesse Radio Station and, of Cinemas, 
Bode’s at Mannheim and Lichtenhahn, 
and Kliippenberg’s at Hanover. 

In Flats and Apartment Houses there 
is the preoccupation with balconies noted 


in Italy, though surely with less climatic: 


justification. It is difficult not to suspect 
that this cliché is not being overdone 
merely for the shadows it is hoped the 
balconies will cast. Design ranges from 
the conventional pitched-roofed, brick 
blocks of Sprotte and Neve’s Hamburg 
estate to the more assuming Stuttgart 
groups by Gabriel, and in Augsburg by 
Barnert, whose staggered facade of bal- 
conies is certainly stimulating. Zinsser’s 
“* Messehotel”” at Hanover will be wel- 
come to anyone who endured that tran- 
sit camp at the first post-war Trade Fair 
there, and again relies on spidery iron bal- 
conies, but is let down by some brutal 
lettering. Of the several interiors, that 
of Apel and Brandel’s house in Frankfurt 
is charming in its civilised simplicity. 


SCHOOLS AND HOSPITALS 


In Schools we must clearly look to our 
laurels. Lange and Mitzlaff’s Technical 
School in Buchen is a good example. Of 
the Hospitals, the interior of Bayer’s 
Tuberculosis Ward at Offenbach-on- 
Main seems . admirable, but _ this 
specialised branch of design is least to be 
judged visually. 

With Churches—a surprisingly strong 
section—I include (for reasons needing no 
stressing) the Synagogue at Frankfurt, as 
a tour-de-force of reconstruction taking 
the opportunity to remodel and moder- 
nise. Catholic churches predominate, and 
(at risk of offence) several provide “ good 
theatre’ owing little to the past. 


Of One-family Houses, Hiirbotter and 
Romero’s at Hanover are good examples, 
and Von Steinbiichel-Rheinwall’s clean, 
uncluttered country interior at Eber- 
steinburg is most attractive. Karl Hell’s 
conversion in the Siebengebirge 
“features” the view over the Rhenish 
plain, and the German Design for Living 
seems at last to be turning outwards. I 
found the Garden Design among the 
most attractive things, notably Hemke’s 
“Book Garden,” which owes much to 
its furniture. His exciting glass Plant/ 
Exhibition House, a _ parabolic and 
“ organic’ shape crouching protectively 
over its aquarium and tropical growths, I 
thought among the most elegant things in 
the show—Kew, please note. 

Remaining sections must be skimmed 
here: of Exhibition Buildings, the Luck- 
hardts’ “City of Berlin” Building, made 
from the débris of an industrial plant for 
the 1951 Hanover Building Exhibition, is 
a typical example of the German aptitude 
in this field, and of Industrial Buildings 
the same remarks apply to Pfau’s “ Glass 
Industry House ” at Dusseldorf. Business 
premises at Stuttgart by Gutbrod, Karrer 
and Besen were rather spoilt for me by 
debased commercialised lettering—per- 
haps_client-imposed. Eierman and 
Hilger’s Handkerchief Factory—a posi- 
tive acreage of corrugated asbestos—is a 
most successful handling of uncompro- 
mising materials and scale. 

A splendid show not only for its con- 
tent and promise but also for the symbol 
of restored communications which it 
represents. 


AIR POLLUTION 

The Beaver Report and the promise of 
new legislation has focussed attention on 
the problem of air pollution in a way that 
calls for further study and discussion, and 
the latest publication of the National Smoke 
Abatement Society adds usefully to the 
literature on the subject. This is the Pro- 
ceedings of its Scarborough Conference, 
1954. Copies (price 7s. 6d.) may be 


obtained from the NSAS, 30, Grosvenor- 
place, SW1. 





FLATS FOR SINGLE PERSONS. MUNICH.—These flats, designed by Wolfgang 
Fuchs, Dipl Ing, are illustrated in the current RIBA Exhibition of German Archi- 


tecture, which remains open until March 24. 





CORRESPONDENCE 


WHAT IS ARCHITECTURE ? 
To the Editor of The Builder 
wIR,—The majority of laymen and 

architects will agree with the first part 
of Mr. G. J. Howling’s letter (The 
Builder, Feb. 18). Unquestionably at the 
RIBA Students’ evening there was the 
whole trouble displayed for all to see, the 
bewildered layman, the RIBA Com- 
mittee ignoring the crux of the matter, 
and the architects violently disagreeing 
in public. In addition to all this there 
are the experts throwing grotesque 
English words about almost as cleverly 
as the writers of advertising copy. Some- 
how, architecture still contrives to exist 
like a monument relying on patience. 
Yet Mr. Howling’s suggestion of a trial 
of styles does not seem really to get down 
to the root of the trouble, which seems to 
me to exist because we persist in trying 
to employ one word for two things; the 
word “art” is being made to mean both 
creative art and commercial design. 
Creative art is concerned only with an ex- 
perience conveyed between man and 
man, as an experience; it is invisible, 
everlasting and quite illogical; it also can- 
not be expressed in words, and the form 
or style of its vehicle is only incidental. 
Words like “the modern movement” 
have nothing to do with art, because art 
remains always the same, and has no 
movement. Creative art is either there 
or not there, and in the present day the 
former situation exists. Commercial de- 
sign is concerned with style and is very 
(often too much) visible, ephemeral and 
obtained logically; which style you like 
is a matter of choice, and it can be, and 
is being, sold like a motor car to the more 
credulous of the public. Surely, then, 
it is a matter for the client to choose what 
sort of design he wants. It is a pity that 
so many architects are working for other 
architects (employed by large authori- 
ties) and we are not getting a true British 
style, except in the City where private 
money is paying, dictated by a real 


demand. 
A. C. Cotton [ARIBA] 
16, Lawrence-street, SW3. 


THE WORK OF CYRIL FAREY 
To the Editor of The Builder 
IR,—I heartily commend your corre- 
spondent, Mr. Newbery, for his sug- 
gestion that we should have an exhibition 
of the late Cyril Farey’s architectural 
water-colours and sketches, and I hope 
this can be arranged while his memory 
is fresh in our minds. 

I have heard the Architectural Room 
at the Royal Academy referred to as 
the “Farey Show,” and have never 
ceased to wonder how it was done, but 
it was certainly something of a phenome- 
non year after year. 

I recall seeing Raffles Davison in his 
homespun tweeds and also his “ wiggley ” 
line mannerism. He was certainly a 
popular draughtsman of another era, but 
I cannot think his popularity could have 
surpassed Cyril Farey’s. 

By all means press the RIBA for an 
exhibition as soon as possible. 

Horace H. Laws [ARIBA]. 
46, Monckton’s-avenue, Maidstone. 









x ook asia a gimae: eae emis ee eel 






sey vnc 

















































































CE 
RE? 
ler 
en and 
first part 
-r (The 
ly at the 
was the 
) see, the 
. Com- 
matter, 
agreeing 
is there 
rotesque 
cleverly 
;. Some- 
to exist 
ence. 
of a trial 
et down 
seems to 
n trying 
ngs; the 
an both 
design. 
h an ex- 
an and 
nvisible, 
ilso can- 
he form 
cidental. 
yement ” 
ause art 
has no 
er there 
day the 
rcial de- 
| is very 
eral and 
you like 
be, and 
he more 
y, then, 
yse what 
pity that 
or other 
authori- 
e British 
private 
a real 


IBA] 


REY 
der 
ir corre- 
his sug- 
chibition 
‘itectural 
I hope 
memory 


il Room 
| to as 
2 mever 
one, but 
henome- 


n in his 
wiggley ” 
‘tainly a 
era, but 
uld have 


\ for an 


IBA]. 
stone. 


March 4 1955 























** We’re making certain they 
won’t build near us again |” 








REDUCING AIR POLLUTION 
To the Editor of The Builder 


@IR,—I would like to remove any mis- 

apprehensions that may exist about 
the suitability, from the point of view of 
reducing air pollution, following upon 
the Beaver Report, of the solid fuel 
appliances recommended by the Coal 
Utilisation Council and distributed by 
builders’ merchants. 


One of the principal advantages of the 
appliances on the CUC list is their 
ability to burn coke and other smokeless 
fuels where these are available; they are, 
therefore, eminently suitable for use in 
smokeless zones. Indeed, as much of the 
older equipment is normally only suitable 
for burning bituminous coal, the fitting 
of CUC recommended appliances is 
likely to become essential as more of 
these zones are established. 


It must be appreciated, of course, that 
the newer appliances can only function 
efficiently when properly fixed, and it is 
therefore to be regretted that greater 
support has not been forthcoming for the 
CUC. builders’-fixers’ courses on _ this 
subject. 

However, any publicity you are good 
enough to give to this letter may help to 
clear up any misunderstanding, and so 
contribute to the campaign for greater 
fuel efficiency and freedom from smoke. 

V. J. FANSTONE, Chief Executive 

Officer, Building Industry Distributors. 
High Holborn House, 

52-54, High Holborn, London, WC1. 


DATES ON CATALOGUES 
To the Editor of The Builder 


IR,—May I put in a plea to manufac- 

turers in the building trade to date 
their catalogues? In course of time one 
accumulates a considerable amount of 
trade literature, which necessitates a 
periodical “ thinning out,” and it would 
be of great assistance to architects gener- 
ally if the date—month and year—was 
printed on the cover of every catalogue, 
pamphlet, and trade price list; preferably 
in the bottom right-hand corner. I can- 
not imagine why this is not done, as it 
would have obvious advantages and, in 
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my opinion, at least the date of year 
should be clearly shown. 
J. Howarp LEECH [FRIBA]. 
Burford, Oxon. 


SURPLUS RAILWAY LAND 
To the Editor of The Builder 


IR,—A train ride in almost any part 

of the country, particularly in the 
built-up areas, will reveal a wasteful use 
of land by the railways. One often sees 
long lengths of siding apparently never 
used, the rails rusty and sometimes over- 
grown with weeds; goods yards not fully 
occupied; disused allotments by the side 
of the track and elsewhere, and so forth. 
The railways themselves seem to be con- 
scious of this waste, for one of the pro- 
posals in the recent report on moderni- 
sation is to do away with about 150 mar- 
shalling yards, though nothing was said 
about what was to be done with the land 
thus released. Presumably it will become 
surplus to railway requirements, and if 
that should be so, I suggest that it should 
be sold to local authorities and private 
builders for redevelopment. 

I am uncertain of the amount of land 
involved, but assuming that each of these 
yards has an average area of 10 acres, 
we should have about 1,500 acres of land 
at our disposal. This, redeveloped as tall 
flats at a density of 100 persons to the 
acre, would provide accommodation for 
150,000 persons—the equivalent of the 
population of three fair-sized towns. 

It is possible, of course, that some of the 
land would not be suitable for housing, but 
no doubt it could be put to other useful pur- 
poses—factories, for instance. In congested 
areas, some of it would probably best be 
preserved as open space and laid out for 
purposes of recreation. Some of it would 
possibly be convenient for the building of 
lock-up garages, which would help to relieve 
our urban streets and front gardens of their 
unwanted and unsightly burden of parked 
cars. 

While the Transport Commission has its 
mind on this question of land it might well 
consider how some of its large holdings 
could be used to better economic advantage. 
For example, in south-west London I know 
of a long length of railway running beside 
a public road, from which it is shut off by 
iron railings. The fairly deep strip of ground 
in between consists mostly of allotments— 
some cultivated, others abandoned. There 
would be room here to build perhaps a 
hundred lock-up garages, which would be 
promptly rented by the occupants of the 
garageless houses on the other side of the 
road. This example could be paralleled in 
other parts of suburban London as well as 
in the provinces. 

Building land in urban areas is being 
rapidly exhausted. I suggest that a welcome 
reserve could be found by a close scrutiny 
of the railways. Are our local planning 
authorities alive to this? Now that the rail- 
ways are at last in the mood for reform 
they should go closely into this question of 
land with the local planners. It might well 
be to their mutual advantage. 


SUBURBANITE. 


PRA TO GIVE LMBA LECTURE 
THe LMBA Lecture for 1955 will be 
given on July 27 by Professor A. E. 
Richardson, PRA, FRIBA, FSA. De- 
tails of time and place and the other 
arrangements will be made known later. 


HOMES FOR THE 
AGED INFIRM 


New Ministry Circular 


FYURTHER suggestions about the accom- 
modation provided for old people in 
need of care and attention have been made 
to local authorities by the Minister of 
Health.* It is generally recognised, states 
the Ministry, that the type of old person 
for whom residential accommodation under 
the National Assistance Act is needed is 
nowadays found increasingly to be the very 
infirm person often requiring periods of care 
in bed, and the Minister has therefore given 
special consideration to their needs. 

While the majority of new homes built 
by local authorities since the war have pro- 
vided for between 30 and 40 places, which 
size has been found to be reasonably econo- 
mical and also one which allows, as far as 
possible, the keeping of the friendly and 
informal atmosphere of a small home, the 
Minister has concluded that in heavily popu- 
lated areas it may be reasonable to build 
homes for up to 60 people. It is, how- 
ever, important that homes should not 
develop into small institutions or fail to pro- 
vide old people with the kind of care and 
attention they would normally get in their 
own homes. As it is highly desirable that 
old people should be accommodated as near 
as possible to relatives and friends who can 
visit them, it will usually be necessary for 
homes in rural areas to be smaller and 
widely scattered. 

In most newly constructed homes 
approved during the last five years, there 
are single rooms for over half the residents, 
but it is pointed out that those who have 
to spend a good deal of their time in bed 
might prefer to be in double- or multi- 
bedded rooms where they could have com- 
panionship and be more easily cared for. It 
is suggested that a satisfactory proportion 
might be single rooms for one-fifth of the 
residents, with double rooms for a further 
fifth, and beds for the others in four- to 
six-bedded rooms. 


SECOND-HAND FURNITURE 


A few local authorities have bought 
second-hand furniture for their old people’s 
homes, and the Minister thinks that in many 
cases good second-hand furniture for bed- 
rooms and sitting-rooms would be more con- 
genial to, and prove more suitable for, the 
old people, as well as more economical. 

Local authorities are asked to consider 
whether they can do more to enable old 
people to bring some of their own furniture 
with them when entering a home. The 
Minister feels sure that it would contribute 
to their happiness if they were given more 
opportunities of doing this. ‘“ Whilst this 
may entail some sacrifice in uniformity, it 
gives immense pleasure to old people to be 
able to keep with them some small part of 
their former home, and to retain something 
which is their own property.” 


STANDARDS FOR HOMES 


With the letter to local authorities have 
been sent a sketch design for a two-storey 
home for 60 people and a set of standards 
for a home of the same size. Modifications 
would have to be made for a smaller home. 





*Circular 3/55, Ministry of Health, National Assist- 


ance Act, 1948. Residential Accommodation for 
Old People. HMSO, price 9d. 
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West elevation of Mr. Scott’s Cathedral, showing comparisons for size with the Lutyens design. 


LIVERPOOL METROPOLITAN CATHEDRAL: A Comparision of 
the Scott and Lutyens Designs 


ig was announced last week that the Lutyens design 

for the Metropolitan Cathedral, Liverpool, is to 
be abandoned and a much smaller building erected 
from the designs of Mr. Adrian Gilbert Scott, CBE, 
MC, FRIBA. This is not surprising, for, according 
to a statement by the Archbishop of Liverpool, Mgr. 
William Godfrey, to continue with the original 
design (see The Builder, May 11, 1934) would mean 
an outlay of more than £27 millions, and hundreds 
of years would pass before the Cathedral could be 
completed. It is estimated that the revised design 
could be carried out within about 60 years at a cost 
of £4 millions. 


The only part of the Lutyens design so far built 
is the crypt (illustrated in our issue for January 14, 
1938, and still incomplete) which Mr. Scott has 
cleverly incorporated in his new plan. The Cathedral 
is not orientated, the main axis running approxi- 
mately north—south, with the principal entrance at 
the north end. It will be seen that the new scheme 


North elevation to Brownlow Hill. 


View from Brownlow Hill. 
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Section looking east. 


consists of four principal parts, first the piazza over 
the existing crypt, then, within the main structure, 
a narthex, then the great interior, and, finally, an 
extension containing sacristies and offices. The nar- 
thex floor is at about the level of the crypt roof and 
some 12 ft. above the cathedral floor, thus providing 
a fine view of the interior, itself linked with the crypt 
by stairs leading under the raised narthex. 

Access to the great interior from the narthex is by 
means of three downward stairways, one on the 
main axis and two subsidiary ones, planned diagon- 
ally, right and left. It will be noticed that the central 
flights are led down to by facing twin flights within 
the narthex. The cathedral is about 320 ft. square 
on plan and in general conception is somewhat 
similar to Wren’s original design for St. Paul’s. 
Essentially it consists of a podium containing eight 
great piers disposed octagonally and supporting the 
domed superstructure. Radiating from the central 
space, which contains the High Altar, are eight arms, 
each 50 ft. wide, providing the maximum seating 
accommodation within convenient distance of the 


Below : 


- the piers. 


Plan of Mr. Scott’s design. 


An octagonal ambulatory is formed around 
The Lutyens design followed the more 
formal plan of nave and transepts. 

It will be noticed with interest that Mr. Scott (like 
Lutyens) has followed the structural design of the 
dome of St. Paul’s; that is, an inner dome with an 
aperture, a cone supporting the lantern, and an outer 
dome for visual effect. The drum walls, however, 
are more splayed than Wren’s and rest more effec- 
tively on the substructure. 

The diameter of the domed central space is the 
same as in Lutyens’s design, that is, 172 ft., which 
compares with the 142 ft. of the Pantheon, the 139 ft. 
of St. Peter’s, and the 110 ft. of St. Paul’s. The 
height from ground level to the top of the cross of 
Mr. Scott’s design is about 325 ft., which is 150 ft. 
less than the 475 ft. intended by Lutyens. The 
cathedral will provide seating accommodation for 
4,650, the piazza for 4,560, a toal of 9,210. The 
piazza will accommodate 10,000 standing. 

There is reasonable hope that within ten years the 
narthex could be completed and in use, with room 


altar. 
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Model of the Lutyens design. 


for 1,200 persons seated in sight of a 
temporary altar, to be used while the 
main building is under construction. It 
is intended to complete the existing 
crypt as soon as possible (perhaps within 
two years) and to use it for sacred func- 
tions when proper approaches are ready. 


The foundation stone of the crypt was 
laid as long ago as Whitsuntide, 1933. 
The area of the crypt is about 1+ acres. 
On the east side is the Chapel of Our 
Lady of Dolours, with aisles and tran- 
septs, and on the west side a similar 
chapel, that of the Crucifixion. Both 
chapels are at right-angles to the main 
axis of the cathedral. Between them 
and on the main axis are two circular 
compartments, one of them the organ 
well and the other for electric controls. 
Extending along the whole length of the 
northern wall is the lower sacristy, and 
along the whole southern side is the 
co-ordinating corridor, on the south side 
of which (on the main axis) is the small 
Chapel of Relics. 


The crypt is constructed almost 
throughout of St. Helens blue brick, with 
dressings of light grey Cornish granite. 
The latter, both externally and internally, 
are finished with a fine pick face and 
# in. flush cement joints. All the internal 
walls will be plastered, excepting those 
of the Chapel of Relics, which are lined 
with Travertine of two colours—golden 
from Austria and cream from Italy. 
The floors throughout are of large 
cement slabs, on which the finished 
paving will rest. Under most of the 





floors are hot-air ducts varying in size 
up to 5 or 6 ft. square. 


THE CRYPT FOUNDATIONS 


The foundations of the crypt rest on 
an 80-ft. stratum of solid rock. The 
brickwork, all of which is in cement mor- 
tar, is generally of a high quality of 
workmanship. With the exception of 
those in the semi-domes over the numer- 
ous niches, the bricks are of normal 
shape. There is very little elaboration 
of any kind in the crypt. The structural 
forms of the different compartments 
produce an effect of impressive simpli- 
city, and in general a fine scale is 
achieved. 


There will no doubt be a certain 
amount of regret that Lutyens’s great 
conception, something of the grandeur 
of which is conveyed in the view of the 
splendid model which we reproduce, has 
had to be abandoned, but clearly in the 
existing circumstances it would have 
been unwise to attempt to go on with it. 
Mr. Adrian Scott has produced a design 
which is at once imaginative and of dig- 
nified simplicity. Though much smaller 
and simpler than its predecessor, it has 
caught the spirit of that remarkable 
design, and will make a notable addition 
to the great cathedrals of the world. 

What novelist in his most imaginative 
moment would have ventured to con- 
ceive a situation in which two brothers 
design two great cathedrals for the same 
city ? 

G. J. How ina. 
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AUSTRIAN THEATRE 
Exhibition of Designs 


THIS SMALL but important exhibition 
at the LCC Central School of Arts and 
Crafts (until March 12) should not be 
overlooked. A welcome panache and 
fantasy is here evident. 

It is mainly of sets and costume shown 
in drawings, but with some of the latter 
executed in the round, stiffened by an 
extensive bibliography and eked out with 
some Central students’ work. The 
Austrian drawings seemed here and there 
a little amateurish to me, but not un- 
pleasantly so. I imagine that the best 
“working” drawings are not necessarily 
the best pictorially or decoratively: but 
the Central’s own flair for combining the 
two qualities (which I noted in connexion 
with their show at County Hall) suggests 
that it can be done. 

One thing the exhibition did confirm 
in my mind as a possible reason for one’s 
dissatisfaction with most modern 
theatres and theatrical décor: it is that 
the theatre as we know it remains an 
essentially Baroque art, with precisely the 
same “ gaying up” or exaggeration of 
reality (in the form of the “classics ”) 
as its architectural counterpart. If this is 
so, it explains the pre-eminence of the 
Austrians in it, since they are the last of 
the Baroquists, whose subsequent apti- 
tude for the Rococo tinged their version 
of the Modern Movement until quite late 
in this century. 

BaAsiIL MARRIOTT. 


SMOKELESS ZONE IN THE CITY 
Health Committee’s Recommendations 


THE Court of Common Council of the 
City of London, meeting yesterday 
(March 3), had before them a recommenda- 
tion of the public health committee that 
the City should become a smokeless zone 
from October 2 next, under the City of 
London (Various Powers) Act, 1954. 

The committee have also recommended 
that, in addition to coke and anthracite, 
“ authorised” fuels for use in the smoke- 
less zone should include Welsh dry steam 
coal, “Phurnacite,” “Coalite” and 
“Rexco,” and that the power to approve 
fuel, appliances and conditions be delegated 
to the committee. 

Penalties laid down for the emission of 
smoke in contravention of the provisions 
of the Act are a fine not exceeding £10 and 
a daily penalty not exceeding £5. A defence 
for the emission of smoke will be that an 
authorised fuel was being burnt in a suitable 
appliance at the time of the offence. 

The Common Council may if they think 
fit contribute the whole or part of the 
expense necessarily incurred by any person 
in connection with the execution of works 
for the purpose of complying with the pro- 
visions of the Act. 

It has been arranged that the Medical 
Officer of Health for the City shall deal 
with questions relating to heating installa- 
tions in existing buildings; inquiries to his 
office at 55/61, Moorgate, EC2 (sixth floor; 
Tel.: Monarch 3030, ext. 217). The City 
Engineer will deal with questions relating to 
proposed heating installations in new build- 
ings; inquiries to his office at 55/61, Moor- 
gate, EC2 (third floor; Tel.: Monarch 3030, 
ext. 13). 
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The Besse Building, 
Pembroke College, Oxford 


Architect 


SIR HUBERT WORTHINGTON, RA Elect 
(Thomas Worthington & Sons) 


Quantity Surveyors 


WILLIAM FISHWICK & SON 


Builders 


BENFIELD & LOXLEY, LTD. 





THE BUILDER 








Detail of front elevation. 





The College Arms over the Entrance Door. 
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The main front. 








FELLOWS 
SITTING ROOM. 


Second-floor plan. 
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Ground-floor plan. 
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The Entrance Hall. Right: Lower flight of 
oak Staircase. 


Shee Besse Building, Pembroke Col- 
lege, Oxford, which was opened in 
September, is an annexe to the College 
and is situated in Beef-lane. It was 
designed by Sir Hubert Worthington, 
and contains twelve sets of rooms, ten for 
Undergraduates and a double set for a 
Fellow. Pembrol:2 will now be able to 
let all freshmen spend their first year in 
College. 


The site is somewhat restricted, but the 
College hopes to clear away poor property 
in the neighbourhood and make an 
attractive precinct, of which this block is 
the first unit. The building is of three 
storeys in Clipsham stone. The low- 
pitched roof is of copper. All the internal 
joinery, including the handsome staircase, 
is of English oak. The heating and hot 
water is all electric.: The craftsmanship 
throughout is of a high standard. An 
inscription on the staircase reads: 


MUNIFICENTIA 
ANTONINI BESSE 
MCMLIV 
The late M. Antonin Besse, in addition 


to founding a new College at Oxford, gave 
generous help to Colleges not richly 
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The upper flight of the oak staircase. 


endowed. This building was built almost entirely 
from the latter source. The Arms of the*College are 
carved over the door, and the lead heads are enriched 
by gilded emblems from these Arms. The plans show 
the bay window principle that is the basis of the plan, 
as owing to the site it was important to catch the side 
lights, and the result is a cheerful and sunny building. 

Sub-contractors and suppliers engaged were: 

Carving, Bond and Hall ; bored piles, The Piling and 
Construction Co., Ltd. ; electrical installation, fires and 
boiler heaters, Lowe and Oliver, Ltd. ; sanitary plumbing, 
F. G. Alden, Ltd. ; asphalting, The Limmer and Trinidad 
Lake Asphalt Co., Ltd. ; copper roofing, F. Braby and Co., 
Ltd. ; metal windows, H. Hope and Sons, Ltd. ; floor and 
wall tiling, Conways, Ltd. ; flush doors, J. P. White and 
Sons, Ltd. ; lead rainwater pipes, etc., F. Church ; oak 
block flooring and oak strip flooring, Hollis Bros., Ltd. ; 
ironmongery, Laidlaw and Thomson, Ltd. ; fireplaces, 
J. and H. Patteson, Ltd. ; glazing, H. Hunter and Co. ; 
York stone steps and coping, J. B. Heywood, Ltd. ; fire 
escapes, J. Kerr and Co. (Manchester), Ltd. ; flue blocks, 
James E. Beard and Co., Ltd. ; and loft ladders, Loft 
Ladders, Ltd. 





THE BESSE BUILDING, : Pre? 
PEMBROKE COLLEGE, OXFORD An undergraduate’s sitting-room. 
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Large glass panels in the partitions between some of the smaller rooms and the main corridor help to reduce the patients” 
feeling of isolation, and nurses can keep constant watch. Below: The treatment room. 


CHILDREN’S WARD UNIT, 
HOSPITAL OF ST. JOHN 
AND ST. ELIZABETH, NW8 


Architects 
W. H. WATKINS, GRAY, FF.RIBA & 
PARTNERS 











Quantity Surveyors 
WIDNELL & TROLLOPE 











] “a a Consulting Electrical & Heating Engineers 
: COUZENS & BROWN 


Consulting Structural Engineer 


HARVEY B. YOUNG 


Builders 
MARSHALL ANDREW & CO., LTD 
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Infants’ ward. Ceiling heating panels have been provided which 
can be left on in summer when the main system is switched off. 


This large ward is 
not partitioned off 
from the main cor- 
ridor. Low level 
corridor _ lighting 
throws out a dim 
light at night. 








ager ward unit has been designed and — 


equipped in accordance with the 
latest principles of hospital practice and may 
be regarded as a model for the modern 
children’s ward. The unit is an additional 
storey built on one of the wings of the 


i 


if 
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existing “‘E”’-shaped building. Built in 
the Queen Anne style with red brick facings 
and sash windows, it conforms with the 
appearance of the remainder of the hospital. 


A new floor was constructed consisting 
of precast concrete slabs mounted on a 
steel frame beneath which the plumbing 
ducts run to their various fittings. In 
order to reduce to a minimum the weight 
upon the existing building, flat roofing in 
the form of a light corrugated aluminium 
sheet was installed. 


Double hung sash windows have been 
used. These enable permanent ventilation 
without draughts through the use of deep 
hospital board. The ceilings of the rooms 
are suspended and Spanish cork tiling has 
been used for the floors. 


The unit provides accommodation for 
18 children. There are two single bed- 
rooms, an isolation ward, the main ward 
consisting of two four-bedded bays and an 
infants’ ward. An alcove provides a wait- 
ing room for relatives. In addition, there 
is a treatment room, an interview room, as 
well as a playroom. Bathrooms and a 
kitchen have also been built. 


The furniture has been so chosen as to 
provide the friendliest possible atmosphere. 
Natural beech is the predominating material 
of the furniture and the lockers, etc. 
Curtains of a modern design have been 
provided. Apart from producing a warm 
atmosphere they reduce noise and they are 
lined to exclude light during rest periods. 
In place of the usual hospital light fittings 
plated plastic shades have been embodied. 

The playroom has a sliding roof giving 
access to sunshine and the open air without 
it being necessary to leave the building. 
This roof is made of glazed glass and can 
be operated electrically by means of a 
push-button control. 


While the walls of all rooms, with two 
exceptions, are off-white, the ceilings are 
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either buttercup-yellow or pale blue. The 
playroom is yellow throughout and the 
treatment room blue. The cost of the 
contract was £21,255. Following is a list 
of sub-contractors :— 
(a9es), ee nes eee tT he The playroom is equipped with a sliding roof giving access 
Asphalte, Ltd. ; concrete floors, Helical Bar to direct sunlight and the open air. The roof is electrically 
Engineering Co., Ltd. ; heating and ventilating, operated by means of push-button control. 
Hinton Jones (Engineers), Ltd. ; electrical work, 
Troughton and Young, Ltd. ; tiling, Carter 
and Co., Ltd. ; plumbing, Richard Whittington 
and Co., Ltd. ; sanitary fittings and sterilisers, 
Dent and Hellyer, Ltd. ; sliding roof and 
patent glazing, The Pennycook Patent Glazing 
and Engineering Co., Ltd. 
Plastering, Jenner and Co., Ltd. ; Colterro 3 
-suspended os W. = Colt (London), Ltd.; CHILDREN’S WARD UNIT, HOSPITAL 
-dome light, T. and W. Ide, Ltd. ; ironmongery, 
N. F. Ramsey, Ltd. ; flooring, Armstrong Cork OF ST. JOHN AND ST. ELIZABETH, NW8 
‘Co., Ltd. ; joinery, Marshall Andrew and Co., 
Ltd. ; paint, Hadfields (Merton), Ltd. ; cur- 
tains, Ian Henderson, Ltd. ; nameplates, 
‘Sculptured Memorials. 
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SCIENCE AND ARCHITECTURE 
Dr. Bronowski’s Lecture at the RIBA 


’ ARCHITECTURE as a Science and 

Architecture as an Art” was the 
subject of a lecture given by Dr. J. 
BRONOWSKI at the RIBA on Tuesday, 
March 1. Mr. S. Rowland Pierce, vice- 
president, RIBA, was in the chair. The 
following extracts contain the substance 
of the address: 

I am not an architect, said the lecturer, 
and I cannot instruct you either in the 
science of architecture or in its art. My 
title, then, is not meant to outline a teach- 
ing programme in architecture. In 
choosing this subject and in thinking 
through it, my starting point has been 
the opposite; it has been an_ interest 
in science and in art. I read the title 
backwards, as it were—literally so, for 
I begin with art; this is, at bottom, to be 
a lecture about aesthetics. I do not ask, 
“What is beauty?” or even, “How do we 
judge what is beautiful?” I ask as simply 
as I can, “What prompts men to make 
something which seems beautiful, to 
them or to others?” 

I do not believe in the mystic element 
in art. There has been, exceptionally, 


an artist here and there, and a scientist 
too, who has been a mystic by tempera- 
ment: Michelangelo was one, and prob- 
ably Faraday. But in general, what hap- 
pens to an artist when he finds God is 


what happened to Botticelli when he 
joined Savonarola, or to that prodigy 
among thinkers, Pascal, when he 
repented of his youth. They cease to 
worship God in His creation, and 
struggle only for His presence. 

Nothing but confusion and damage 
result if art is thought of as a mystic 
communion—even if, as is usual, the 
thought is shallow, and is meant only to 
stress the sentimental and the evocative 
elements in art. Art contains many 
elements, and mystery, sentiment and 
evocation are certainly among them. But 
if we give them a commanding place, the 
result is disastrous: it is the posturing 
poetry of Tennyson, the nineties and 
T. S. Eliot; Pre-Raphaelite painting and 
Watts; and the kleptomaniac architecture 
of Alfred Waterhouse and Lutyens lead- 
ing, inevitably, to the Tudor pub and the 
Alhambra cinema. 


FREEDOM OF ACTION 


The central concept of my aesthetic 
goes back to the view that evolution has 
had, for man, the direction of liberty. 
When he must act, as animals do, from 
necessity, his actions are satisfying and 
no more. But when he moves into his 
own domain of liberty, then, like the 
swimmer racing in the sun or the man 
whistling at his carpentry, what he 
chooses to do is an exercise of pleasure, 
and is beautiful. It is not the thing done 
or made which is beautiful, but the 
doing. If we appreciate the thing, it is 
because we relive the heady freedom 
of making it. Beauty is the by-product 
of interest and pleasure in the choice of 
action. 

The physical ease which modern 
science has added to our daily lives 


proves over again the lesson of Leo- 
nardo: that the more precisely we learn 
the limits which nature has set, the 
greater our confidence and with it our 
liberty of action within them. Freedom 
is not a denial of nature (as medieval 
magic thought) but her exploration. 


This, then, is the duality which gives 
tension and structure to my aesthetic: 
for if there were no duality, there would 
be no field for aesthetic judgment. On 
the one side is the movement of our evo- 
lution, away from compulsive action and 
towards a widening freedom; this is each 
man’s wish to choose his own acts, and 
thereby to become a person. And on the 
other side are the limitations which, ridge 
beyond ridge, reappear to constrain and 
in a sense to sustain us: the state of 
human thought at any time, the bound- 
aries of what has been discovered, our 
contagious anxieties, the rigours of con- 
vention and of social institutions. Each 
of the great intellectual revolutions has 
broken through these at its time, and 
swum into a new sea of freedom in art, 
science and society together. But beyond 
each isthmus there is another; each sea 
in turn is landlocked; there are natural 
limits to action in the new age too. The 
pride of the best men is to probe for 
these limits by the adventure of their 
work. These are the pioneering minds, 
who press forward in the new freedom 
and create those works which, in 
exploring it, discover (because they 
reach) the new frontiers. Lincoln Cathe- 
dral is such a creation, and Alberti’s 
Rimini, the craft of Diirer and Grinling 
Gibbons and Wedgwood, the Circus in 
Bath and the Crystal Palace. And 
equally the plays of Christopher Mar- 
lowe and Newton’s Principia, Coleridge 
and Cézanne and Rutherford, all stretch 
out and fill the freedom they themselves 
created, to its limits. The new age ends 
only when these limits in their turn 
become fixed and conventional, and wait 
to be cracked by another discovery 
towards the next freedom. 


I know no other work of man which 
is so profoundly a balance, no, a fusion, 
of freedom and necessity as architecture. 
The task of the architect is to design a 
shelter, as the task of the locksmith is to 
fasten it; and both are contained by the 
materials which they can use. Yet archi- 
tecture has evolved for this circumscribed 
task a bold and rich imagination, re- 
freshed in each change of society, of 
which no other craft has a hint. The 
buildings of the great designers arch out 
of their materials as spontaneously as 
a fountain. 

Think back through the revolutions in 
architecture. Gothic in France in the 
twelfth century begins at once with the 
rib-vault and the buttress, and for three 
hundred years is a constant play in the 
freedom (and the limitations) which these 
engineering devices give. They are 
means which, as it were, open space ver- 
tically; when that no longer yielded any- 
thing new, the Renaissance suddenly 
abandoned it and opened the space hori- 
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zontally. The building in which Brunel- 
leschi made this pioneer change in 1419, 
the Foundling Hospital in Florence, is 
to me still the most beautiful in the 
world. 

A horizontal building (if I may speak 
of architecture in my own way) is not 
held to a single line of sight, and must 
therefore guide our attention by its 
organisation of detail. For me, this arti- 
culation of parts, this search for organic 
structure, runs through the Renaissance. 
It floods into Baroque and exhausts itself 
there, because it had reached the limits 
of what seventeenth-century materials 
could sustain—what would Balthasar 
Neumann have given for steel joists and 
prestressed concrete. 

The next revolution begins at a new 
problem: domestic needs in the climate 
of Paris and further north. It comes 
to life, I think, in the work of Christo- 
pher Wren at Oxford and Cambridge, and 
of his colleague Robert Hooke in the 
rebuilding of London after the fire. 
What is best in the eighteenth century 
stems from their invention; and more- 
over, Wren’s bold, almost impertinent 
conceptions (the place of the lantern on 
the Sheldonian, for instance) have a kin- 
ship with those casual, peremptory inno- 
vations of iron and glass which stand 
alone in the architecture of the nine- 
teenth century. 


WREN AND HOOKE 


I want to stop at Christopher Wren 
and Robert Hooke, however, because 
they give flesh, symbolically, to an issue 
which is central to architecture now, and 
indeed to our culture. Neither was 
trained as an architect. This of course 
was not new; none of the pioneers of the 
Renaissance was an architect either. 
Brunelleschi was a goldsmith, Bramante 
was a painter, and even later Bernini was 
a sculptor and Inigo Jones a designer for 
the stage. They were however profes- 
sional artists; but Wren and Hooke were 
not even that. Both were by profession 
scientists, and were at the centre of 
scientific life. It was at the end of a lec- 
ture on astronomy by Wren on Novem- 
ber 28, 1660, that the Royal Society was. 
founded, and Hooke became responsible 
for the experiments at its meetings soon 
after. Twenty-four years later, amid 
their building plans, Wren was still 
arguing with Hooke about science, and! 
the outcome of one dispute was that 
they sent Halley off to-Cambridge to ask 
Newton a critical question in gravitation. 
Newton had worked out the answer years. 
before, but when Halley arrived, he 
could not put his hand on it. He began 
to write it out afresh, and ended by 
writing the Principia. 


I quote these incidents in order to: 
make clear that Wren and Hooke were 


not minor figures; in the age of greatest 
scientific speculation before our own, 
their minds marched with the leaders. 
Hooke’s neglected reputation in science is 
now reviving, but he remains unlucky in 
his architectural work because hardly 
any of it has survived; or if it has, like 


the Monument (which he built) it does. 


not go by his name. These two springing 


minds rebuilt London; was their archi-- 


(Continued on page 377) 
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tecture original because they were 
scientists, or in spite of it? 


SCIENCE IN ARCHITECTURE 


This is the type of question which now 
troubles serious artists. The easy 
answer, of course, is to give science a sort 
of kitchenmaid’s place in architecture; 
to let her supply the materials and tech- 
niques, and to begin the creative work 
only when the skeleton has been fixed by 
some handbook engineer armed with the 
codes of practice. Gilbert Scott put this 
view baldly when he said that “ architec- 
ture is decoration of construction,” and 
his own work is a noisy witness to the 
consequences of this definition of archi- 
tecture as schizophrenia. But the view 
{and its disasters) has not died with 
Gilbert Scott. 


On this mistaken view, science is 


thought to fix what I called the limits or 


constraints within which art works; and 
art is the defiant gesture of freedom, pin- 
ning plaster rosettes to the building in 
spite of the engineer. Science is thought 
at work from year to year, calculating 
the right stresses and dimensions for a 
building more closely, until one day it 
will have narrowed the tolerances to 
nothing at all. The building will be 
determined by calculation; nothing any 
longer will be open to choice, and there- 
fore freedom:and with it art will be at 
an end. 

No one can hold this foolish view 
while he is standing in front of a build- 
ing by Wren or his associates. On the 
contrary, in them the new knowledge of 
mechanics was plainly a liberation of 
imagination, and not a restriction. In 
what way, then, is this plausible interpre- 
tation of my aesthetic at fault? 

Its grave fault is that it pictures art and 
science not merely as different skills but 
as different tempers, which must inhabit 
different men. From the moment that 
you, the architect, consent to take the 
structural engineering from someone 
else, the building is doomed, There are 
no composite works of art, not even in 
the cave-paintings or the ballads; you can 
no more make a building in which some- 
one else (a man or a text-book) puts the 
joists than you can write a poem and 
have someone else put in the rhymes. For 
knowledge which another man supplies is 
always a constraint; but every addition to 
your own knowledge is a liberation. 


BUILDING AS INVENTION 


Every building is an invention, no less 
and no more. It begins with a problem, 


which has nothing to do with the look, - 


the construction or the lay-out of the 
building, but asks something more 
searching: how should the activity which 
the building is to house be carried out? 
If the architect is not asked to help think 
this out, he will build what Britain is now 
full of: office blocks which are (I know 
no exception) meaningless rows of holes 
linked by tunnels; power stations and 
town halls which are indistinguishable; 
and vistas of semi-detached houses which 
(though they may be poured in concrete 
or assembled from panels) differ from 
their Victorian models only because it is 
now too dear to dig out a basement. Ride 
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the lifts in Broadcasting House, go to bed 
in any hospital, drop in to a prefabri- 
cated post-war villa for tea, and ask your- 
self whether the architect was consulted 
on how the work there can be made to 
flow. 

He was not; but then, has he earned 
the right to be consulted? This country 
is already building the world’s first 
atomic power stations, and the designs 
which have been published show that 
they put many exciting problems. Alas, 
the designs also show that once again 
they have been solved in the conventions 
of Battersea and Western Avenue. But 
what architect to-day knows enough 
science to be able to think himself into 
the new processes, and invent an organic 
plan? Wren and Hooke would not have 
muffed this chance. 

Or take a simpler contemporary issue: 
the housing estate. The main problem 
in house building in this country is the 
mass production of sub-units. What 
architect has studied this at first hand 
where it has been solved, in the compo- 
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nent and sub-assembly factories of the 
Detroit automobile industry? What 
young architect has fitted himself by re- 
search to tackle the central heating of the 
small house, or that other weak unit, the 
water and waste system? 

The health, yes, the beauty, of archi- 
tecture hangs on seeing your vocation in 
this way. Architecture is not decoration, 
and it is not a jigsaw of technical tricks. 
A building is not a beautiful shell, and 
neither is it a functional shed. A build- 
ing is the coherent solution of a problem 
in living. In that profound sense, a 
building is an invention, and all architec- 
ture is invention. Some of the most 
original architecture to-day is surely in 
Italian dams, in Swiss bridges, and in 
oddities like the Dome of Discovery. 
Wren and Hooke would have delighted in 
these problems; and like them, the archi- 
tect must fit himself for solving all parts 
of the work in his own person. His 
invention is only free when it rises out 
of his own scientific as strongly as out 
of his artistic imagination. 





News of the Week 


THE MOSCOW PANTHEON 


"T'HE competition for designing the 

Pantheon which is to be built on the 
Lenin Hills, Moscow, has now been 
closed. The Pantheon is to be built as 
a memorial to the outstanding leaders and 
famous men of the Soviet Union, in 
accordance with a decision taken in 1953 
by the USSR Council of Ministers. The 
adjudication committee received 875 de- 
signs and 77 proposals from all over the 
country and a number of designs from 
foreign architects. 

The designs will be publicly exhibited 
in the main pavilion of the USSR Agri- 
cultural exhibition when it reopens this 
spring. The authorities concerned with 
the construction of the Pantheon are the 
State Committee of the USSR Council 
of Ministers for Construction and the 
Executive Committee of the City Soviet 
of Moscow. 


HAGUE HOUSING CONGRESS 


Two fifth-year students of the Birming- 
ham School of Architecture, Brian 
Berrett and Stanley Sellers, have been 
nominated to attend the international 
congress of architects at The Hague in 
July, the theme of which will be 
“ Housing from 1945 to 1955.” ‘They 
will submit for competition plans they 
have prepared, with other students at the 
school, for a housing scheme at Guy’s 
Cliffe, Warwick. Their attendance at the 
congress, which has been approved by the 
City’s education committee, will be 
financed by fees earned by the school 
for its work on “live projects” under- 
taken by students as part of their train- 
ing. 

TWO RA’s ELECTED 


AT a general assembly of Acad- 
emicians and Associates on February 22, 
Sir Hubert Worthington, OBE, ARA, 
FRIBA, and Mr. William Dring, ARA, 
painter, were elected Royal Acad- 
emicians. 


TALK AT THE RSA 

“* ARCHITECTURAL PERSPECTIVE” is the 
subject of a talk to be given by Mr. Sergei 
Kadleigh, ARIBA, at the RSA, Joha 
Adam-street, WC2, on March 8. 


BISHOP’S MEMORIAL, LICHFIELD 


Sir Jacos Epstein is to be the sculp- 
tor fora bronze medallion to be placed 
in Lichfield Cathedral in memory of the 
late Bishop of Lichfield, Dr. E. S. Woods. 
Sir Jacob will be collaborating with the 
Cathedral surveyor, Mr. George G. Pace, 
FRIBA, in the design. 


LETHABY AND HIS TIMES 


Mr. Bast. Warp, FRIBA, Hon. 
ARCA, Lethaby Professor of Architec- 
ture at the Royal College of Art, will 
give the fourth of his series of lectures 
on “W. R. Lethaby and his Times” on 
March 28 in the lecture theatre of the 
Victoria and Albert Museum. 


AA EXHIBITION 


AN EXHIBITION of work by student 
members of the tropical department of 
the AA School of Architecture, will be 
held at 34, Bedford-square, WC1, from 
March 22 to 24. 


PROFESSIONAL ANNOUNCEMENT 


Mr. C. R. WHEELER, ARICS, chartered quantity 
surveyor, announces that after March 7 his office 
one will be 70, Victoria-st.. SW1. (Tel.: Vic. 


FROM “THE BUILDER” OF 1855 
Saturday, March 3, 1855 
JOINERS’ STRIKE AT GLasGow. — Up- 
wards of 200 joiners struck work last 
week. The cause is a difference about 
time. It seems that last summer the men 
were paid 24s. a week of 57 working 
hours, that is, 10 hours a day, ex 
Saturday, seven hours. When the days 
shortened, the masters reduced the work- 
ing time to nine hours a day, paying a 
proportionately reduced rate of wages. 
To obtain the summer rate, the workmen 
resolved: to ask a return to this rate, or 
to strike work. The greater proportion 
of the masters conceded, and in cases in 
which they did not, the men struck. 
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AESTHETIC CONTROL OVER ARCHITECTURE 


Discussion at the Architectural Association 


MTHE question of whether there should 

be an aesthetic control over archi- 
tecture, and if so to what extent, 
occasioned a long. and _ interesting 
discussion at a meeting of the Archi- 
tectural Association held on February 23, 
at 36, Bedford-square, WC1. Mr. Peter 
Shepheard, ARIBA (President of the 
Association) was in the chair, and intro- 
duced the principal speakers—Messrs. 
R. T. Kennedy, ARIBA, G. A. Jellicoe, 
FRIBA, W. G. Howell, ARIBA, and R. 
Furneaux Jordan, FRIBA. 

Mr. KENNEDY is an officer of the 
Ministry of Housing and Local Govern- 
ment, and began by stating that he did 
not represent that Ministry. Local plan- 
ning authorities, he said, had powers 
under the Planning Acts to approve, dis- 
approve or approve subject to conditions 
the proposed appearance of buildings. In 
practice these powers were exercised in 
different ways. The authorities could not 
be indifferent to using the powers which 
Parliament had given them, nor could 
they be indifferent to the working of their 
own machinery for dealing with planning 
applications. In an active area such an 
authority might be dealing with 10,000 
planning applications in a year. The 
powers were being used unevenly— 
architects might think they were being 
used inequitably, and would certainly 
think they were being used tardily; but 
those powers were there by popular con- 
sent, and architects had been among the 
first to agitate for the control of the 
appearance of buildings. Probably only 
25 per cent. of the value of buildings 
being put up in this country was sub- 
mitted to planning authorities by 
registered architects. 


DANGER OF FRUSTRATION 

Before the war of 1939-45 it had be- 
come apparent that in seeking to prevent 
“horrors” a planning authority might 
frustrate new architecture unless archi- 
tect and client appealed to the Minister. 
Few Ministers relished being arbiters in 
matters of aesthetics; they could not in 
a decision letter advise an appellant to 
get another architect, nor could they 
insist that all building development must 
be designed by architects. 

“Local planning authorities have been 
advised on the aesthetics of building in 
a confusing variety of ways,” said the 
speaker. “There are widely divergent 
views.among architects as to what is good 
architecture and what bad, and the Royal 
Institute is in no position to make a 
general pronouncement on the subject. 
Some planning authorities rely on the 
advice of their chief planning officer, and 
this presents no great difficulties to most 
architects if that officer be himself an 
architect. But probably this is the case in 
Tess than 20 per cent. of the 147 authori- 
ties. Architects who think this percentage 
too small should ask themselves how 
many lively, experienced architects wish 
to spend their time on such work as 
judging elevations, a job that calls for 
patience and tact as well as skill and 
experience.” 


Other local planning authorities relied 
on the voluntary help of advisory panels 
of architects set up by the Council for 
the Preservation of Rural England, con- 
tinued Mr. Kennedy. Such panels were 
working in 29 areas. Within this genera- 
tion there had been several attempts to 
control the design of buildings by 
exhortation and by indicating what was 
acceptable and what not, but the less con- 
trol there was over architectural 
expression the better, even if this resulted 
in “horrors.” Control could not produce 
good architecture; it tried to prevent the 
bad from happening and the result in 
nine cases out of 10 was dullness and 


mediocrity. | Nevertheless control of 
some kind could not be altogether 
abandoned. 


CONTROL NECESSARY 


Mr, JELLICOE said he detested control 
in aesthetics, but control we must have. 
There had been no aesthetic control in 
history—no control of one artist by 
another. An architect constructing a 
building had authority over the people 
assisting him, but the present proposal 
was one whereby architects might be put 
under the control of someone else. For 
landscape gardening the whole of 
England might be considered as one 
landscape—one work of art. Two works 
of art might each be first-class of its 
kind and yet might contrast. Two good 
buildings might clash, and there must 
be somebody to control. Throwing our- 
selves back into history we might ask 
how Saint Mark’s was produced? It was 
the thought of that time; there were 
different types of building there but all 
one thought. Architects must submit to 
the common will of the people amongst 
whom they lived, and he must support 
Mr. Kennedy and others who were 
endeavouring to bring order out of 
present chaos. 


REPEAL SOUGHT 


Mr. Howe tv said he believed that 
when he and Mr. Brandon Jones had 
suggested to the Secretary of the Archi- 
tectural Association aesthetic control 
over architects as a fit subject for an 
evening discussion, they had both arrived 
at a feeling of bewilderment that such 
control had been in operation for so long 
without any public discussion, so far as 
they knew, of its usefulness or validity. 
Presumably the profession had not been 
affected enough to bestir itself, and 
therefore it fell to those who had been 
brought face to face with the workings 
of aesthetic control to raise the first 
dissentient voice. The native political 
tradition of this country was that modi- 
fications of its laws came usually from 
the discovery that certain laws were un- 
just or unworkable in practice. Those 
who pointed to such imperfections had 
an obligation to present their views in 
terms of political and philosophical 
theory as a spur to action; and he pro- 
posed that those who agreed with him 
and Mr. Jones should join in making 
every effort to have this section of the 
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Planning Act repealed. He was not 
attacking any other section of the Act. 
Zoning, height restrictions, the safeguard- 
ing of lighting standards, building lines, 
densities, and so on, were all parts of the 
planning mechanism which affected the 
resulting architecture, but these were not 
under discussion; nor were by-laws, fire 
regulations, and so on, although these also 
affected the appearance of buildings. Nor 
again was the meeting discussing 
aesthetic control by ground landlords and 
building societies. A ground landlord 
had the right to veto any proposed 
development on his land, and a building 
society might refuse to lend money for 
the building of a house of the appear- 
ance of which their surveyor disapproved. 

To understand the origins of aesthetic 
control under the Planning Act we must 
think back to the optimistic “ brave-new- 
worldism ” of the years immediately fo!- 
lowing the war. From a desire not to 
repeat the blunders of the inter-war 
period had arisen aesthetic control as we 
knew it to-day. It was said the powers 
were granted with the approval of the 
architectural profession, but if the archi- 
tectural profession had made a mistake it 
must be prepared to admit it. It was 
doubtful if anyone would claim that con- 
trol could produce good architecture, 
but it was said that it might prevent the 
bad. Usually the bad came back with 
a few tasteful modifications. 


RESTRAINING. WILDNESS ! 


“The other theme of the pro-control 
argument is that it restrains the wild 
individualist, prevents people from being 
troublesome neighbours and so is good 
for the many,” said Mr. Howell. “ But 
this principle has no application in a case 
of this sort. The purely technical 
injuries which could be caused to 2 
neighbour are already taken care of by 
the by-laws and elsewhere in the Plan- 
ning Act, and by what aesthetic theory 
are we to judge what constitutes a 
troublesome neighbour? Should build- 
ings always be in the neighbouring 
style, or in which if there be several? As 
a matter of fact it seems to be generally 
admitted that various styles can co-exist, 
provided none of them is modern. If this 
be the case should the building perpetu- 
ate the surrounding materials? Should 
it maintain the relationship of void to 
solid? Should the scale be the same? 
Should the roofs be the same shape? 
The Ministry has not laid down answers 
to questions of this sort: local authori- 
ties when rejecting a design often refer 
to style and tradition, but it really comes 
down to ‘I don’t like it... Think how 
Inigo Jones’s Banqueting House would 
have fared had it been submitted to a 
local planning committee of that time! 
It would have been condemned as 
untraditional, white, stark, unsympa- 
thetic, not in local material, roofless and 
foreign.. Yet that building, more than 
any other, led the way out of the con- 
temporary jungle.” 

WHO SHALL CONTROL ? 

Control usually was guided by the taste 
of the architect who was advising the plan- 
ning committee, and probably architects 
would not have received the Act favourably 
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had the power been granted to lay com- 
mittees without professional advice, con- 
tinued Mr. Howell, But surely it was a 
pernicious principle to engage one profes- 
sional man to say whether the work of 
another in the same profession should be 
allowed to survive. Where was bigotry 
more likely to flourish than within a pro- 
fession? Witness the acrimonious corre- 
spondence in the building Press that greeted 
almost any architectural innovation! And 
what sort of architects would probably be 
engaged to advise planning..committees? If 
they were practitioners bursting with imagi- 
native ideas they seemed to conduct them- 
selves with masterly restraint. 

When considering the effect of control, it 
should be remembered that aerodromes, 
agricultural buildings and schools did not 
come under it. There were other buildings 
also that were exempt, and altogether the 
exceptions were so important that they 
made nonsense of the Act. But what of the 
mass of controlled development? Were 
there signs that better building was being 
produced than before the Act came into 
force? A few years ago one might have 
thought so when most of what was going 
on was local authority housing, but now 
the full flood of speculative building was 
with us again. Control caused manifest 
hurt, because we could not afford to lose 
one good building a year. The victim was 
usually someone building a private house. 
He and his architect had then to decide 
whether to build a compromise design or 
suffer the waste of time caused by an appeal. 
He (Mr. Howell) had to admit that he had 
never heard of a meritorious scheme which 
failed on appeal, but to appeal took several 
months and imposed an unreasonable strain 
on the relationship between architect and 
client. 


NO BEAUTY BY ACT 


Mr. FURNEAUX JORDAN said that there 
must be no control of aesthetics. It was 
monstrous to think that beauty could be 
imposed by Act of Parliament. The whole 
history of law showed that it only worked 
well when dealing with precise, factual, 
knowable and definable things. That was 
why through the centuries law had retreated 
from private morals and religion. When it 
had to deal with things which were not 
definable, e.g., horror comics and obscenity, 
it made an ass of itself or aroused con- 
troversy. But we now found law in the 
area of aesthetics. The relevant part of the 
Act should be repealed. There should be 
no control of aesthetics at any point by 
statutory power. No man was fit to control 
another in the realm of aesthetics. This 
was nothing to do with good or bad 
architecture. The 18th century, free from 
control, had produced the London squares; 
in the 19th century the same freedom 
had produced slums. If you lived in an 
age of taste, control was not necessary. By 
agreeing that law could deal only with the 
precise, knowable and definable, we exclu- 
ded aesthetics from its control. Yet it had 
to be admitted that there were whole realms 
which touched upon aesthetics but were 
themselves definable, knowable and precise. 
All through the centuries there had been 
factual regulations affecting aesthetics, but 
they did not deal with aesthetics as such. 
Such factual regulations dealt with the width 
of streets, the planning of cinemas and so 
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on. They must be accepted. So, too, must 
the instructions from client to architect; but 
the LCC or other authority should not have 
power to interfere between client and archi- 
tect. The way must be left open to argu- 
ment, exhortation and agitation, but there 
should be no legislation. 


Discussion 


The meeting being thrown open for 
general discussion, the first speaker said he 
was not an architect but was one who had 
to sit in judgment on the work of architects. 
He produced and exhibited certain plans 
and elevations that had been submitted by 
chartered and registered architects, saying 
that he was in favour of architects being 
exempted from control provided the pro- 
fession was prepared to drum certain of its 
practitioners out of the regiment. 

Mr. MAXWELL Fry said that the things 
one most liked came in time, and then one 
did not like them. The movement in favour 
of the aesthetic control of architects had 
started with a learned class, had become 
popular and been embodied in an Act of 
Parliament. It was impossible to write even 
the simplest by-laws without impinging on 
the imagination in one way or another. The 
RIBA Council had discussed the question of 
control of elevations, and had passed a 
resolution against it with only one dissen- 
tient voice. 

Mr. ARTHUR LING said that trouble arose 
when a number of architects were designing 
buildings for a new town. The work 
became fragmentary. Planning authorities 
were endeavouring to acquire the same sort 
of control as had been exercised by ground 
landlords in the 18th century when the 
London squares were laid out. They 
wanted the general appearance of the town 
to be considered when the individual build- 
ing was designed. 

COLONEL CART DE LAFONTAINE Said he 
was in favour of control in the case of an 
old town, but in a new town the more 
variety the better. 

THE Hon. LIONEL BRETT said there were 
two questions: One was protection, and the 
other that of the creative aspect. In the 
case of a new town it was a matter of team- 
work and there was something to be said 
for bringing the various designs into har- 
mony. Power to control should exist, but 
the law should only be used in exceptional 
cases. 


OBITUARY 


Hanslip Fletcher 


HANSLIP FLETCHER, who, as briefly re- 
ported in our last issue, died recently at the 
age of 80, was a great character (writes a 
correspondent). Many years ago he was 
doing a drawing of the interior of Guildhall 
when a procession of aldermen, headed by 
the Lord Mayor, began to pass across the 
end of the hall. “Stop! ” cried Fletcher, 
peremptorily raising his arm. The proces- 
sion halted while the artist rapidly added 
it to his drawing. Then, with another wave 
of the arm, he shouted “Carry on!” and 
the procession proceeded on its way, 
probably wondering what it was all about. 


J. Allner, FRIBA 


WE REGRET to record that the death 
occurred, after a long illness, of Mr. James 
Allner, FRIBA, on February 24, at his home 
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in Parkstone, near Poole, Dorset. He was 
70 years of age. 

Mr. Allner, a Fellow of the Hants and 
IW Association of Architects, received his 
architectural training as an articled pupil to 
Mr. R. Bassnett Preston, ARIBA, of Man- 
chester, and at the Manchester School of 
Art. His work as an architect included 
various alterations and additions at Tudor 
House, Winchcombe, Glos, as well as con- 
siderable domestic work in Dorset, Hants 
and Somerset, including a model laboar- 
saving bungalow at Sturminster Newton. A 
wide variety of other schemes were carried 
out by Mr. Allner, including a number of 
hotels, village halls, factories, warehouses 
and hospital extensions, 


RICS 


The Annual Dinner 


(THE annual dinner of the Royal Institu- 
tion of Chartered Surveyors was held 
at Grosvenor House, London, W1, on Tues- 
day, March 1, with the President, Mr. 
Charles P. Bowyer, TD, in the chair. 


As is usual on these occasions, the speak- 
ers largely avoided serious subjects. MR. 
JoHN A. F. WaTSoNn, Past-President, FRICS, 
who proposed the toast of “Our Guests,” 
amused his audience with a humorous 
burlesque of the learned language spoken 
by surveyors when they wanted to sell a 
house. They had to remember, he said, in 
this field of operation, that Queen Anne 
reigned from 1702 until the battle of 
Waterloo; that no houses were apparently 
erected during Queen Victoria’s reign; while 
Tudor was a generic term, which could be 
translated as “a wealth of old oak.” 

Viscount Kitmur, the Lord High Chan- 
cellor, who responded, also had very little 
to say that was serious. He did, however, 
say, on behalf of Her Maijesty’s Govern- 
ment now in office, that they were most 
grateful for the hefp and assistance given 
them by the Royal Institution in the prepara- 
tion of the new Landlord and Tenant and 
Town and Country Planning Acts. The 
second reason he was grateful to them was 
for the “ spirit of corporate action exempli- 
fied by the RICS to-day.” 

Sir JoHN Maup, Permanent Secretary, 
Ministry of Fue] and Power, also spoke on 
behalf of the guests. 

Among those present were: 

Councillor J. Gordon Elsworthy; The 
Earl of Radnor; Brigadier Sir John Hunt; 
Mr. F. H. Jessop; Colonel W. R. Prescott; 
Major N. E. Webster; Mr. J. N. Vaughan 
Richard; Mr. E. C. Ingram; Mr. C. A. 
Knight; Mr. Harvey G. Frost; Mr. G. T. 
Williams; Mr. E. H. Doubleday; Mr. Harold 
Williams: Mr. W. Trevor Davies; Professor 
R. Roelofs; Lieut.-General Sir Humfrey 
Gale; Alderman L. G. H. Alldridge; Sir 
Harold Emmerson; Sir Thomas Sheep- 
shanks; Sir Wyndham Hirst. 


PREVENTION OF CORROSION 


The results of prolonged investigation 
into the causes and inhibition of corrosion 
are dealt with in a booklet issued by the 
British Iron and Steel Research Association, 
and the subject is discussed under three 
main headings, corrosion in air, water and 
soil. Copies, price 2s., from BISRA, 11 
Park-lane, W1. 

















































































































380 


HOUSING EXPERIMENT 
FOR OLD PEOPLE 


LCC’s Combined Scheme 


A NEW idea in caring for old people is 

to be tried out by London County 
Council. The idea was developed by a 
special committee appointed by the council 
in 1951 to consider ways of assisting in the 
general welfare of the aged. 


The committee came to the conclusion 
that one of the ways of achieving this aim 
would be to provide a home for the aged in 
conjunction with flats or bungalows for 
those old people capable of leading independ- 
ent lives, if they could be provided from 
the old people’s home with midday meals, 
help with the cleaning of the flat and nurs- 
ing attention during periods of temporary 
illness. 

The welfare and housing committees have, 
therefore, approved a scheme for the erec- 
tion of a small home and 30 one-room 
flats on a site at Eastway, Hackney, 

The home will consist of three two-storey 
residential blocks providing accommodation 
for 79 infirm old people in 21 single bed- 
tooms, 15 double bedrooms and seven four- 
bedded rooms, with a single-storey block 
connecting the three residential blocks at 
‘ground-floor level and containing the dining- 
toom, kitchen, boiler house and stores. The 
upper floors of two of the residential blocks 
will be joined and will be served by a 
passenger lift. There will be a sitting-room 
on each floor of each block. Staff residen- 
tial accommodation will be provided in each 
of the residential blocks. 


The flats consist of four two-storey blocks, 
each flat having a living-room with bed re- 
cess, a kitchen and a bathroom with lavatory 
accommodation. The flats are smaller in 
area than those normally designed for active 
old people, but are considered more suitable 
for the less active type of resident envisaged 
who will be encouraged to share in the com- 
munal facilities provided in the neighbouring 
home. For these reasons the flats are re- 
garded as in the nature of an experiment. 

The estimated cost of the erection of the 
home is £87,255 and of the flats £45,740, 
making a total cost of £132,995. 

The scheme has been prepared in the LCC 
Architect’s Department under the direction 
of Dr. J. L. Martin, FRIBA, Architect to 
the Council. 





OFFICIAL NOTIFICATION 
1955 Dollar Hardwood Imports 


THE BOARD OF TRADE announced on 
- January 11, 1955, that a quota at an annual 

rate of £3m. fob would be established for 
the import for general purposes of hard- 
wood from the Dollar Area. This will be 
in addition to expenditure on dollar hard- 
wood imported for special purposes under 
the existing arrangements, 

The quota will be allocated in two half- 
yearly instalments, to hardwood-using firms 
and hardwood importers. The individual 
aHocations to hardwood-using firms and 
hardwood importers will be based respec- 
tively on usage and imports in a specified 
period. Full details of the scheme will be 
announced in due course by the Import 
Licensing Branch of the Board of Trade. 
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Plan showing the distribution of dwellings. The three two-storey residential blocks 

will provide 21 single bedrooms, 15 double bedrooms and 7 four-bedded rooms, 

sufficient to accommodate 79 infirm old people. A single-storey block will connect 

the three residential blocks at ground level, and will contain dining-room, kitchen, 

boiler house and stores. A ground-floor sitting-room and staff residential accom- 

modation will be provided in each of the residential blocks, two of which will have their 
upper floors joined and will be served by a passenger lift. 
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IDEAL HOME EXHIBITION 
A Model Village at Olympia 


A COLOURFUL and gay version of 
* London in Regency days at the turn 
of the eighteenth century provides the 
principal decorative feature at this year’s 
“Daily Mail ” Ideal Home Exhibition which 
opened at Olympia, London, on Tuesday 
(March 1). The designer, Mr. Malcolm 
Haylett, has successfully captured the mood 
of tthe period and his coloured balloons 
which hang from the roof are particularly 
attractive. 

The housing section is planned on a larger 
and more imposing scale than in previous 
years. This part of the exhibition is en- 
titled “The Village on the Hill.” 

The village is made up of six houses of 
differing designs, two bungalows, one 
planned in detail for elderly folk and the 
other for a small family; a block of flats; 
a flatlet designed by the YWCA for single 
women and four commercial houses or 
shops. 

[The Berg houses are two in number, the 
Tudor-style “Knowle House,” which can 
have either three or four bedrooms and 
costs a _ little over £4,000, and the 
“Dormer House.” This is a cottage-style 
house with two double and one single bed- 
rooms and has a kitchen that, if necessary, 
can be divided so as to make part of it into 


a dining room. This house costs £3,050. 

The Davis Estates are showing their 
“Olympia House.” This, too, contains 
three bedrooms, one of which is of a size 
to make it suitable as a nursery. Another 
three-bedroom house is the “Crouch 
House.” Its two principal bedrooms are 
heated by a convector fire which provides 
warmed air by means of ducts built in the 
chimney breast. 

One of the features of the “ Windsor 
House ” is the through living-dining room 
which, when used as one room, has an over- 


all length of 23 ft. The “Cornish Unit 
House” is built of Reformite, a recon- 
structed stone which can be of three different 
colours. 

The YWCA fiatlet consists of a bed-sitting 
room with a balcony, a dining space 
arranged near a well-planned kitchen, bath- 
room and storage space. A block of these 
flatlets is to be erected on a site at Ebury- 
street, Westminster. The pilot design of the 
flatlet was prepared by Mr. Trevor Smith, 
LRIBA, in association with Mr. H. Ash. 

Another impressive feature of the ex- 
hibition is “ The Regency Rooms.” This 
comprises a terrace of four rooms which 
have been painstakingly reconstituted from 
the past. Each is a room taken from the 
house of one of four celebrated Regency 
figures—Beau Brummell; the great Duke of 
Wellington; Richard Brinsley Sheridan and 
Mrs. Fitzherbert, morganatic wife of the 
Regent, George IV. ; 

The lower three floors of a typical block 
of multi-storey flats of the type which they 
will shortly be building for local authorities, 
forms the exhibit of Unity Structures, Ltd. 
These flats are based on an upward exten- 
sion of the structural details of the three- 
storey flats shown at the 1954 Ideal Home 
Exhibition. 
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SHORTAGE OF ARCHITECTS 


Oldbury Council's Recommendations 


O find ways of overcomnig a lack of 
architectural staff, understood to be 
holding up building work, Oldbury Town 
Council’s General Purposes Committee re- 
cently appointed a special sub-committee to 
deal with the question and also ascertain the 
best method of proceeding with outstanding 
schemes. 

In a report, the sub-committee has stated 
that in order to cope with the contract and 
other work normally falling to the archi- 
tectural assistants, the section must be 
breught up to a numerical strength of seven, 
entailing the filling of four vacancies. A 
further suggestion has been that the archi- 
tectural assistants should be relieved of the 
supervision of maintenance work which has 
absorbed much of their time, and that a 
building maintenance superintendent be ap- 
pointed to be responsible to the Borough 
Surveyor for the maintenance and repair of 
houses as well as schools and public build- 
ings. This would take housing repairs away 
from the Housing Estates Department. 

The sub-committee therefore proposes 
that advertisements be issued for one archi- 
tectural assistant (to be an ARIBA) on 
Grade V of the National Salary Scales 
(£750-£900 per annum), two Grade IV 
(£675-£825 per annum), and one in Grade II 
(£560-£640 per annum). The building main- 
tenance superintendent would be in Grade 
IV (£675-£825 per annum). 


EVENING USE OF NEW 
SCHOOLS 


Allowances for Extra Accommodation 


Sir Davip Ecc.es, the Minister of Educa- 
tion, is prepared to approve the inclusion 
in new school buildings of additional ac- 
commodation for evening use. Allowances 
up to £5,000, additional to the normal limit 
of net cost, will be made for evening accom- 
modation in schools with 600 or more enrol- 
ments per week. Schools with 300 to 600 
enrolments will get an allowance of £3,500; 
those under 300 enrolments, £1,750. 

A number of education authorities have 
provided a small amount of additional ac- 
commodation for evening use in some of 
their post-war schools. In the light of their 
experience and of the relaxation of restric- 
tions on building for youth and adult wel- 
fare, the Minister considers it desirable to 
indicate the scale of accommodation which 
he will normally be prepared to approve 
for this purpose. 

Evening institutes in secondary schools 
will need storage space for books and mate- 
rials, varying from 300 sq. ft. to 700 sq. ft., 
according to the number of evening enrol- 
ments. Schools where enrolments exceed 
600 per week will require a principal’s room, 
separate from the headmaster’s room. 

There should also be a “reasonably 
comfortable ” room available for use as a 
common room by the evening students. 
Where enrolments exceed 300 per week an 
extra allowance of cost will be made corre- 
sponding to an area of about 300 sq. ft. This 
is not intended to provide the common room 
area required (generally about 600 sq. ft.), 
but “as a means of facilitating the solution 
of the problem on the basis of dual user.” 
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IN PARLIAMENT 


New London Tube Scheme 


(THE reasons why neither the Government 

nor the British Transport Commission 
were able to make a firm decision yet 
about the construction of the new London 
tube from Walthamstow to Victoria Station 
were explained to the House of Commons 
on February 23 by Mr. HuGH MOLson, 
Parliamentary Secretary to the Ministry of 
Transport. 

Mr. Molson was replying to a debate on 
the second reading of the British Transport 
Commission Bill, a private Bill promoted 
by the Commission. He said that the tube, 
if constructed, would run for 194 miles from 
Victoria, by way of Green Park, Oxford- 
circus, Euston, King’s Cross, Highbury, 
Finsbury Park, Tottenham Hale to Waltham- 
stow. A principal purpose would be to 
carry traffic arriving at Victoria to the heart 
of the West End of London. 

Neither the Commission nor the Govern- 
ment, he pointed out, were in any way 
committed to undertaking this great and 
costly project. Before it was possible to 
make a decision it was essential that a 
survey should be made, the owners and 
occupiers of all the land ascertained, trial 
borings carried out and detailed plans 
prepared. 

The reason for including statutory powers 
necessary to begin that work in the Bill 
was to enable all the preliminaries to be 
completed, and if a decision was taken to 
undertake the work to enable it to be started 
without any further delay. That was con- 
ditional on a favourable decision being 
made after the engineering and financial 
problems had been finally considered. In 
favourable circumstances the railway could 
be opened to traffic in five years after a 
decision had been taken to begin construc- 
tion. 

Difficulty arose over finances. The cost 
of the tube, including rolling-stock, would 
be about £50m. It was impossible to make 
any forecast, but the Commission believed 
that on that estimate the tube would be 
operated at a substantial annual loss. That 
meant that a most desirable improvement 
in travel facilities in London could not be 
undertaken without fortifying the revenue 
of the London Transport Executive. The 
House would realise why it was not possible 
either for the Government or the Commis- 
sion to make a firm decision at the moment 
whether the tube should be constructed or 
not. 

During the debate, Mr. HicGs drew atten- 
tion to the clause in the Bill which gave 
power to break up the surface of streets 
in London during the construction of new 
railways. He did not know why it should 
be necessary, having authorised the railways 
to be constructed, that a special clause 
should be inserted saying that a street might 
be broken up. It would be interesting to 
know why that was necessary. There were 
some important streets like Piccadilly, 
Regent-street and Oxford-circus mentioned. 

His understanding was that, if it be neces- 
sary and power to break up streets was 
given, the Commission was not subject to 
the detailed stipulations laid down in the 
Public Utilities Street Works Act, 1950, 
about the procedure to be followed to 
minimise inconvenience to the public and 
the highway authority and expense and dis- 
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organisation. That had been approved by 
the House, but he wanted an assurance that 
if such important streets in the centre of 
London were to be broken up for carrying 
out the work of the Commission, the Com- 
mission would conform to such rules as 
could be enforced for securing the minimum 
inconvenience to the public and highway 
authorities. 

Mr. MOLSON replied that at present the 
Commission had no power to break up 
streets, nor had the London Transport 
Executive. In seeking powers to do so they 
would be subject to the provisions of the 
1950 Act. They were now negotiating with 
the highway authorities affected about the 
safeguards to be observed under that Act. 


Higher Interest on Public Loans 


WHEN the Public Works Loans Bill was 

discussed on second reading in the 
House of Commons on February 28, Mr. 
HENRY BROOKE, Financial Secretary, 
Treasury, announced that the Treasury were 
increasing the long-term rate for loans of 
more than 15 years’ duration from 3} per 
cent. to 4 per cent., and that adjustments 
were being made to the rates advanced for 
shorter periods. 

He explained that the Bill would provide 
for authority to advance up to £500m., a 
similar sum to that authorised under the 
last Act, which became law in December, 
1953, and which was now almost exhausted. 
The present rates charged by the board were 
now out of line with the general level of 
Government credit, and for that reason it 
had been decided to increase the interest 
rates, 

The new rates would apply to advances 
made on or after March 1. He would be 
writing to local authorities soon, giving a 
favourable answer to their request to raise 
loans for periods less than the full period 
of the loan sanction. The new rate for 
loans for more than 15 years would be 4 
per cent., for more than five but not more 
than 15 years it would be 3} per cent. For 
not more than five years it would be 34 
per cent. The long-term rate had been 
reduced from 4 per cent. to 33 per cent. last 
year. The medium-term rate had been 
raised from 34 per cent. to 33 per cent., and 
the short-term from 2} to 34 per cent. 

The Government’s announcement created 
considerable criticism among Opposition 
speakers, most of whom were anxious to 
know what would be the effect of the pro- 
posal on the housing subsidy. But Mr. 
Brooke refused to be drawn on this topic, 
pointing out that the new rates would not 
remain permanently, and what had hap- 
pened was consequential on what the Chan- 
cellor had felt it necessary to do about 
Bank Rate in the public interest. 

Mr. Eric FLETCHER, a member of the 
Public Works Loan Board, asked whether 
there would be a general review of the sub- 
sidy because of the increased rates for 
borrowing. The reduced subsidy recently 
announced by the Chancellor, he said, 
would only begin to operate from April 1. 
Unless there was a revision of the subsidy, 
he went on, the inevitable increase of the 
borrowing rates would be a rise in rents 
of 2s. or 2s. 6d. a week for council houses. 

The possible effect of this announcement 
on rents of local-authority houses was also 
emphasised by other Labour members, 
among whom Mr. SCHOLFIELD ALLEN drew 
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attention to the needs of rural areas and 
the effects on the farming community of 
such increases. Mr. GIBSON, a member of 
the LCC housing committee, urged that as 
the Chancellor had reduced the housing 
subsidy when he had reduced Bank Rate 
he should now increase it. 


PROSPECTS OF NEW PROJECTS 


Many members seemed dubious about the 
future prospects of some of the more am- 
bitious capital projects announced recently 
by the Government in the light of the pro- 
posal to increase the interest rates. Mr. 
FLETCHER pointed out that much of the 


“expenditure involved in those plans wou!d 


fall on local authorities, particularly for 
housing, roads and hospitals. Did this new 
financial policy, he inquired, mean that those 
schemes would be curtailed or postponed, 
and how much of the additional cost would 
fall to the local authorities? 

Mr. Doucias Jay asked for an assurance 
that the interest rates would not rise above 
4 per cent. this year. The House, he argued, 
should be satisfied whether the increase, as 
far as housing was concerned, would be 
covered by the increased subsidy. Without 
that assurance it might be assumed that there 
would be higher rents. It had been stated 
that 24 per cent. of the loans were for pur- 
poses other than housing. Thus even if the 
housing subsidy was increased there would 
still be increased costs to local authorities 
for roads, schools and other projects. 

Mr. BROOKE, who earlier had stated that 
£270m. out of the original authorisation had 
been spent on housing, in replying to the 
debate, rejected the claim by a Government 
supporter that the Public Works Loan 
Board was an encouragement to profligate 
authorities to do things which they ought 
not to do. The £500m. authorised by the 
Bill might last for 16 months. The new rates 
were not a deliberate policy of influencing 
local authority borrowing. He was not able 
to say precisely what effect the new rates 
would have on the minds of local authorities 
when examining road and housing policy. 

The enormous cost of house building 
between 1945 and 1951 did not induce the 
Labour Government to increase the housing 
subsidy. The rents of houses did not depend 
on the rates at which local authorities could 
borrow money. They depended on the costs 
of building those houses. 


BANK RATE AND SUBSIDIES 


Mr. Gipson asked the Minister of 
Housing on March 1 whether in view of the 
increase in Bank Rate which had the effect 
of increasing the financial burden en local 
government authorities, he would take action 
to increase the rates of housing subsidies. 

Mr. SanpDys said: No. I am not satisfied 
that in present circumstances any action is 
warranted. i 

In reply to a similar question, Mr. BUTLER 
(Chancellor of the Exchequer) said: I am 
not able to add anything on that subject 
to-day. 


OTHER BUSINESS 
COLONIAL DEVELOPMENT 


On February 21, Mr. CREECH JONES, 2 
former Colonial Secretary, asked the Secre- 
tary of State for the Colonies what actior 
had been taken to carry out the recommen- 
dations of the Evans Commission relating 
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to British Guiana and British Honduras. 

Mr. LENNOX-Boyp said that the schemes 
recommended by that commission had been 
taken into account in current development 
plans. The present plans in British Guiana 
were that a total of £9,200,000 had been 
provided for development during last year 
and this, mainly from Colonial Development 
and Welfare grants and Government loans, 
£2m. of which was for housing, including 
land settlement housing. The remainder 
of the money was for communications, 
including interior communuications, and 
agricultural and forestry projects. Large- 
scale drainage and irrigation works were in 
progress on the coast, and settlement 
schemes for newly drained areas and on the 
river banks were being planned. Separate 
departments had been set up for drainage 
and irrigation, land settlement and housing. 
The Government had also set up a credit 
corporation to stimulate private investment 
by providing loans for housing and other 
social projects. 

In British Honduras work was proceeding 
on the feeder road system throughout the 
colony. A port advisory committee had 
been set up to report on the provision of 
pier facilities and improvement to wharves. 


BUILDING MATERIALS COST 


Mr. Monstow asked the Minister of 
Works if he would take steps to control the 
cost of building materials. 

Mr, NIGEL BiRcH, in a written answer on 
February 22, replied, No. 


SOUNDPROOFING COSTS 


On February 22, Mr. CHAPMAN asked 
the Minister of Housing and Local Govern- 
ment why it would be inappropriate to re- 
imburse the Birmingham City Council for 
the cost of soundproofing the floors on the 
Egghill Estate, Birmingham, _ following 
failure of the Building Research Station’s 
specifications; what was the cost involved; 
and what discussions he had had with the 
city council on the matter. 

Mr. SAnpDys: A local authority must be 
responsible for its own decisions on matters 
within its discretion. In this instance ample 
guidance was available in the technical 
appendices to the Housing Manual, 1949, 
which stated the limitations of the method 
previously described in the Building Re- 
search Station Digest No. 15. I have no 
information about the cost of the works 
which the city council have thought fit to 
carry out. I have had no discussions with 
the council. 


EMPLOYMENT VACANCIES 


Mr. FREDERICK LEE asked the Minister of 
Labour what number of vacancies he was 


unable to fill in the civil engineering and 


building industries. 


Mr. HAROLD WATKINSON, Parliamentary ~ 


Secretary to the Ministry of Labour, stated 
on February 22: The notified vacancies un- 
filled on January 12 in the civil engineering 
and building industries were 5,017 and 
17,006 respectively, but the fact that a 
vacancy is not filled on a particular day does 
not necessarily mean that we are unable to 
fill it reasonably soon. 


FACTORIES IN WALES 


On February 22, Mr. Gower asked the 
President of the Board of Trade how many 
a plications in Wales for factory building 
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or extensions between 5,000 and 20,000 sq. ft. 
were authorised in 1953 and 1954, respec- 
tively; and how many were refused. He also 
asked how many applications for. factory 
building or extensions between £5,000 and 
£20,000 were granted or refused in the same 
years. 

Mr. PETER THORNEYCROFT: The area 
figures were 44 in 1953 and 52 in 1954. 
None was refused. I have not got the value 
figures. 


Mr. Gower also asked what proportion 
of applications in the United Kingdom for 
factory building or extension were granted 
in Wales in 1953 and 1954, respectively; and 
what proportion of those refused were in 
Wales in each of those years, 


Mr, PETER THORNEYCROFT: 5.7 per cent. 
and 3.7 per cent. were approved and none 
refused. 


LONDON’'S OVERSPILL 


Mr. JoHN Ropcers asked the Minister of 
Housing and Local Government if he would 
make a statement on current negotiations 
involving the approval of his department for 
sites to house the London County Council 
overspill population outside the county area. 

Mr. DUNCAN SANDYS, in a written reply 
on February 22 said: Yes. The London 
County Council are discussing with repre- 
sentatives of the councils of Letchworth, 
Basingstoke, Peterborough and _ Ashford 
(Kent), the possibility of undertaking expan- 
sion schemes under the Town Development 
Act, with a view to absorbing some of 
the excess population from London. 


SCOTTISH HOUSING 


On February 23, Mr. McINNEs asked the 
Secretary of State for Scotland if he would 
indicate the average tender price for a four- 
apartment non-traditional and traditional 
house, respectively, for the years 1952, 1953 
and 1954. 

COMMANDER GALBRAITH, who replied, said 
that during the last three years for which 
figures were available, up to September 
1954, there had been a substantial fall in 
average tender prices, both for traditional 
and non-traditional houses. The fall was 
particularly marked in the last year. In 
these circumstances, when the market had 
been falling, it would not be in the public 
interest to give actual figures. 

Mr. McInnes asked the Secretary of 
State for Scotland if he would indicate the 
number of two-, three-, four- and five-apart- 
ment houses, respectively, completed in Scot- 
land from 1951 to 1954. 

COMMANDER GALBRAITH said that the 
available records of the proportion of 
houses of the different sizes related not to 
houses completed, but to houses in approved 
tenders, and were compiled for the year 
October to September in connection with 
the framing of the Department’s annual esti- 
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These figures related to houses approved 
for local authority, Scottish Special Housing 
Association and New Towns Development 
Corporations’ schemes. 


SCOTTISH HOSPITALS 


Mr. HaMILTON asked the Secretary of State 
for Scotland how much new hospital building 
had taken place in each of the developing 
mining areas in each of the last six years, 
and how much was expected in the next 
three years. He also asked what proportion 
of the total expected capital expenditure on 
hospitals in the next three years would 
be spent in each of the developing mining 
areas. 

COMMANDER GALBRAITH, Under Secretary, 
Scottish Office, in a written reply on Febru- 
ary 23, said that it was not possible 
to relate hospital building to particular 
developing mining areas, except to some 
extent in Fife, and the following table 
showed the annual expenditure on hospital 
building schemes in the County of Fife. 
Expenditure during the next three years 
could not yet be closely estimated, but the 
total of hospital building work in Fife in 
the period was likely to be at least £400,000, 
or about 7 per cent. of the total for Scotland. 

EXPENDITURE ON HOSPITAL BUILDING 

WORK IN FIFE 


1950-51 1951-52 1952-53 1953-54 1954-55 


(Estimate) 
£ £ £ £ £ £ 
37,595 48,451 54,441 44,717 89,856 65,000 


IMPROVEMENT GRANTS 


Mrs. Hitt asked the Minister of Housing 
and Local Government how many local 
authorities had awarded improvement grants, 
to the nearest convenient date; and how 
many such grants had been awarded before 
and since the passing of the Housing Repairs 
and Rents Act, 1954. 

Mr. SANDYS said that in the five years be- 
tween the passing of the 1949 Act and the 
coming into operation of the 1954 Act grants 
had been approved for 11,873 houses. The 
Housing Repairs and Rents Act, 1954, did 
not come into operation until August 30. In 
the subsequent four months for which figures 
were available, grants had been approved for 
7,924 houses, 


1949-50 


METERED WATER CHARGES 


Cuckfield RDC to Consider New Scale 


THE Engineer to Cuckfield RDC (Mr. A. 
Hutchings, MBE) has reported that he has 
recorded the water used in the building of 
a bungalow, the total amount used being 
4,100 gallons. Under the Council’s scale of 
charges this would cost £7 10s., but, had 
the water been provided by meter, the charge 
would have been 10s. 3d. plus a charge for 
fixing and hire of meter of 15s., making a 
total of 25s. 3d. The Engineer has been 
instructed to make a further recommenda- 











mates. On this basis the figures were:— tion for a proposed new scale of charges. 
PROPORTION OF HOUSES OF DIFFERENT SIZES IN APPROVED TENDERS 
: ac Camas 
| October 1950 to October 1951 to | October 1952 to October 1953 to 
September 1951 September 1952 | September 1953 September 1954 
l l 
f | Howses | Percent.) Houses | Percent.| Houses | Per cent.| Houses | Percent. 
1 and 2 apartments... sail 667 | 2.4 | 1,087 | 4.0 | 1,855 5.4 2,236 | 6.5 
3 apartments } 15,174 | 53.3 | 14,712 53.5 17,506 $0.6 19,688 57.5 
4 apartments } 11,872 | 41.7 | 10,929 | 39.7 | 14,167 41.9 11,480 33.5 
5 or more apartments aa 752 2.6 772 2.8 | 1,049 | 3.0 839 | 2.5 
| Peet AD | ween ss FE) ORR ee CSA ees eee ea 
28,465 | 100 27,500 | 100 | 34,577 | 100 34,243 | 100 
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LMBA 


President on Training for the Employer 


ME. L. J. HOLLOWAY, the new presi- 

dent of the LMBA, paid his first 
official presidential visit of the year last 
week when he went to lunch with the North- 
Western Area at Kenton. Mr. A. Green, 
chairman of the Area, presided. 

Taking efficiency as the subject of his 
address, Mr. Holloway said that whilst they 
were trying their hardest to get the archi- 
tects to be more businesslike, they must not 
be blind to their own shortcomings. Up till 
the early 1900’s the master builder had been 
a bowler-hatted man who stood in the back- 
ground and spoke only when he was spoken 
to. The last fifty years had seen a complete 
change, and the master builder was now 
demanding equality of status with the archi- 
tect, the consulting engineer and the quantity 
surveyor. 

“But this equality of status, if granted, 
will bring in its train greater responsibilities, 
the chief of which is to see to it that we are 
100 per cent. efficient at our job, both in 
the technical and managerial fields,” he 
declared. 

“Education, training and experience, are 
the only foundations on which that efficiency 
can be built. Experience needs no defini- 
tion, but I believe it might be useful to de- 
fine education and training. 

“ Education refers to the development of 
an individual as a person, his attributes of 
mind, spirit and, in fact, his whole person- 
ality. Training applies to the development 
of his abilities in a vocational sense, so that 
he is better equipped to do a specific job 
of work. These two should never be taken 
in isolation and, in general terms, without 
them men cannot really benefit from ex- 
perience. What, then, can the individual 
employer do on the technical side to achieve 
greater efficiency? 

“In the field of craft apprenticeship,” Mr. 
Holloway continued, “the craftsmen of to- 
morrow are the apprentices of to-day. En- 
courage them to the utmost, take as much 
interest in their schooling and their schools 
as possible; get on to the advisory commit- 
tees and help to shape the courses of study; 
keep the schools up to the mark, and up 
to date, and during the boy’s practical work 
with you see to it that he gets as good a 
training as you can give him. Offer bounties 
for high achievement. Pick your good 
youngster and push him on; try to give him 
a sense of responsibility and try to prove 
to him that to achieve the best out of life 
he must be prepared to accept the respon- 
sibilities of leadership. 


FOREMANSHIP COURSES 


“Courses in Foremanship studies have 
recently started in London. There is now 
a course running at the Westminster Tech- 
nical College. Soon we shall be asking you 
to provide students for the next group so 
that we are in a position always to have a 
first and a second year course running at 
the same time. See to it that this course is 
full.” 

Students and pupils: these were the 
boys who, in due time, would fill the ranks 
of management, the speaker continued. 
They must be looked after and pushed 
along as hard and as fast as the craft 
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apprentices, possibly even faster. He hoped 
that this year the LMBA would issue a 
complete scheme for this type of student, 
and he pleaded with them to adopt it. It 
was on the managerial side that he believed 
they were most seriously deficient. 

There was considerable confusion of 
thought between the task of management 
and the techniques of management. The 
main task of management was to bring 
about the conditions under which the work 
of a team could come to good effect in the 
achievement of some co-operative purpose. 
The techniques of management on the other 
hand were the modes and methods of opera- 
tion which a manager must master and be 
able to use effectively if he was to be suc- 
cessful in the general task of management. 

“It has been said,” Mr. Holloway added, 
“that the biggest source of waste in the 
industry is that which arises from lack of 
co-operation. I believe this is true, and it 
is fair to say that, given the necessary tech- 
nical knowledge, all the requirements for 
training for management are based on the 
ability to work intelligently with other 
people.” 


LCC 


Expenditure for 1955-56 


At its budget meeting on Tuesday, the 

council considered the report of the 
finance committee on the annual estimates 
of capital and maintenance expenditure for 
1955-56. 

Capital requirements for 1955-56 (includ- 
ing advances under the Housing Acts and 
loans to various bodies) total £37,406,600, 
compared with £35,831,300 for 1954-55, an 
increase of £1,575,300. Of the total, 
£21,400,000 (just over £1m. less than in 
1954-55) is for housing, including £19m. for 
building works on sites already acquired, 
and £6m. is for new schools and other 
educational projects (the same as in 1954-55). 


London’s Main Drainage 


To MARK the centenary this year of the 
inception of London’s main drainage system, 
the general purposes committee propose that 
arrangements be made for a main drainage 
exhibition in July at County Hall; a cere- 
mony at the Northern Outfall Works at 
about the same time, when the new primary 
sedimentation tanks are put into commis- 
sion; and for the publication of a centenary 
souvenir booklet. 


Supply of Bricks 


THE council in December, 1953, suspended 
one of its standing orders, in view of 
increased difficulties in obtaining bricks, to 
enable the chief officer of supplies to accept 
immediately, without seeking authority, 
offers from firms for the supply of bricks 
direct to housing sites. By this means the 
council’s building contractors have been able 
to get on with their work without delay. 
The committee say that under this authority 
arrangements have been made with four 
firms for the supply of about 4,400,000 
bricks, valued at £57,900, many of which 
were forward reservations. Difficulties are 
still experienced in obtaining bricks, and 
the general purposes committee consider 
that the continued suspension of the stand- 
ing order is necessary. 
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LABOUR ONLY 
SUB-CONTRACTING 
Strike Threat by Unions 


GIR RICHARD COPPOCK, general secre 

tary of the National Federation of 
Building Trades Operatives, announced the 
Federation’s decision at Blackpool, on 
February 24, at the NFBTO’s special three- 
day conference, that strikes would be called 
if necessary to stop the system of labour only 


. sub-contracting in the building industry. 


First, however, they would ask for a meet- 
ing with the employers’ federation, to try to 
persuade them to end the practice. 

The Federation have already told the 
employers that they can no longer recognise 
the “criteria ” which were reached by agree- 
ment to safeguard the “labour only” 
system, under which sub-contractors under- 
take to carry out a particular job on a piece- 
work basis. Sir Richard Coppock said 
that there had been hundreds of cases of 
such sub-contractors failing to pay the men 
their wages or carry out their other obliga- 
tions. This most.often occurred during 
periods of bad weather. 

The problem, Sir Richard Coppock said, 
occurred particularly in the south of Eng- 
land and was specially acute around the 
new towns. The unions would continue to 
support payment-by-results sehemes pro- 
perly conducted by the builders themselves. 

The conference also decided to reject a 
proposal from the employers, arising out of 
the shortage of apprentices, to give craft 
training to adults up to the age of 30. 

There was a long discussion on the wage 
structure of the industry, during which sug- 
gestions were made that instead of an hourly 
wage there should be a weekly, monthly, or 
even an annual wage, such ‘as has been 
adopted in some industries in the United 
States. It was felt that the matter needed 
further examination and it was referred to 
the executive. 


NATIONAL FEDERATED 
ELECTRICAL ASSOCIATION 


Plans for Future Development 


THE National Federated Electrical Asso- 
ciation has had under consideration the 
desirability of planning ahead in respect of 
future developments in the electrical indus- 
try, with particular regard to electrical 
contracting and retailing. Accordingly, a 
committee of post-war past-presidents has 
now been appointed to examine the matter, 
and has already held one meeting. 

The committee has been established on 
the basis that it will confine its considera- 
tion to matters which are concerned with 
future policy, rather than past and present 
activities. The Association’s Council is 
inviting suggestions from members on sub- 
jects to. be examined by the committee. 


Wages Increase Granted 


THe NFEA announces that agreement 
has been reached with the Electrical Trades 
Union in connection with their claim for an 
increase in the wage rates of electrical con- 
tracting operatives. As from Monday, 
March 14, the wages of journeymen elec- 
tricians will be increased by 3d. per hour, 
and there will be corresponding increases in 
the rates for all other classes of labour. 
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FLATS 


KE Symposium at the Royal Institute of British Architects 


SYMPOSIUM on High Flats, 

organised by the Royal Institute of 
British Architects, was held at 66, Port- 
land-place, W1, on Tuesday, February 
15. The President, Mr. C. H. Aslin, 
CBE, was unable to be present, and the 
chair was taken by Dr. J. Leslie Martin, 
FRIBA, architect to the London County 
Council. Extracts are given below of 
papers delivered at the morning session. 
The afternoon meeting papers will be 
summarised in a subsequent issue. 

The Minister of Housing and Local 
Government, Mr. DUNCAN SANDYS, in a 
message expressing regret that he was 
not able to attend personally, said that 
there were two points on this subject 
which specially interested him. The first 
related to the schemes of mixed develop- 
ment of flats, houses and maisonettes, 
which had already been adopted and 
which showed many advantages—in 
providing a variety of accommodation 
to meet the diverse needs of individual 
families, in securing a more attractive 
townscape and in making the most eco- 
nomic use of land at a given density. 
How the proportions of the mixture 
should be varied according to circum- 
stances was a question on which the 
symposium should provoke valuable 
discussion. 

The second point was the all-important 
one of costs. Many people were advo- 
cating the building of high flats: some 
because they wanted to save land, others 
because of the aesthetic opportunities 
which high flats offer. But building high 
was expensive. He hoped that the dis- 
cussion might be able to throw up some 
suggestions for reducing costs. 

DAME EVELYN SHARPE, Deputy Secre- 
tary to the Ministry of Housing and 
Local Government, attended the sym- 
posium in place of the Minister. She 
said: 

This conference is regarded by us at 
the Ministry as singularly well timed. 
Local authorities are now starting on a 
very large campaign of slum clearance, 
and in the course of that campaign, in 
their redevelopment, they must build a 
number of flats, maisonettes and other 
dwellings in a series of blocks, and pos- 
sibly high blocks. I am assuming that, 
certainly from the point of view of this 
conference, high dwellings are acceptable, 
and also the pattern of urban housing 
which high dwellings imply. I know that 
that is not necessarily accepted by the 
whole of the public. But I think that 
from the architect’s point of view and 
from the aesthetic point of view, the 
point of view of the urban scene, high 
dwellings interspersed with low and 
middle-size dwellings are really things of 
beauty. 

I hesitate to mention the word “ den- 
sity,” and I am certainly not going to 
enlarge upon it; but we cannot escape 
from the fact that in the old cities re- 
development will have to take place at a 
tolerably high density, and there will 
have to be quite a proportion of dwell- 
ings built in high blocks if we are to 


avoid the ghastly uniformity of six or 
eight storeys over the whole scene. 

Is it not part of the prejudice—and 
there is a prejudice—against flats in this 
country due to the way they are de- 
signed? Might not some of this preju- 
dice be overcome and might not better 
dwelling units be provided if some of 
the buildings in the tall blocks were in 
the maisonette form, thus ensuring 
greater privacy and greater quiet for the 
families? 

Perhaps the most important subject 
you are to discuss is that of cost. This 
whole question of the cost of high flats 
is very puzzling to me and I hope that 
we Shall get some illumination from the 
discussion about it. I am told that the 
cost of building accommodation in tall 
blocks of flats in this country is practi- 
cally 50 per cent. higher than providing 
equivalent accommodation in houses, 
and the difference, I am told, is not all 
accounted for by the extra cost of units 
of common access, amenities and addi- 
tional structural requirements. At the 
same time I am told that it is different 
on the Continent, and that there comes 
a time when they are building abroad 
where they can find some point of height 
and a method of design at which dwell- 
ings in the tall block do not cost substan- 
tially more—perhaps not more at all— 
than the single dwelling on the ground. 
It is really a critical point. It is no good 
talking about the beauty of tall blocks or 
their suitability if they are cripplingly 
expensive. 


The Principles of Mixed 
Development 


R. WHITFIELD LEWIS, ARIBA, 
principal housing architect to the 
London County Council, who spoke on 
“the principles of mixed development, 
the ratio of tall to low buildings at vary- 
ing densities, and the factors which de- 
cide the form of high flats; and the effect 
of forms of heating on layout,” said: 

As far as the LCC is concerned, the 
use of high blocks of flats is part of a 
policy of mixed development first put 
forward in the Forshaw/ Abercrombie 
Plan for the County of London in 1943. 
I would like to emphasise the need for 
the development of substantial sites of, 
say, over five acres if the advantages of 
high blocks and mixed development are 
to be fully realised. 

Although Lansbury marked the intro- 
duction of a form of mixed development 
where the use of some six-storey flats 
permitted a proportion of houses and 
maisonettes, serious consideration of the 
use of 11-storey blocks only began at the 
LCC in 1950 on projects for some of the 
Roehampton sites. Here, another factor 
of equal importance to the sociological 
one emerged, which emphasised the need 
for some high buildings. This was the 
problem of preserving, while developing 
at a density of 100 ppa, all that was good 
in the existing landscape of the area. 
High blocks meant space around them in 
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which the fine trees and other planting 
could flourish and become part of the 
new order. 


SOME BROAD CONCLUSIONS 


From the experience gained on the 
Roehampton sites we have drawn some 
broad conclusions : — 


(a) That point blocks, if they are to 
retain the tower characteristic, should 
not be more than about 60 ft. on plan 
for a height of 100 ft. and that they 
should have some breaks in plan to 
articulate the separate flats and empha- 
sise the quality of height. 

(b) That they are best grouped in- 
formally in clearings among trees. 
This approach may be contrasted with 
the classic conception of isolated tall 
blocks used to close vistas or axes. 

(c) That in mixed development 
schemes the tall blocks can well be 
sited on the higher parts of the site in 
order to give them the maximum view 
over the lower buildings and to 
emphasise the height contrast. 

(d) That if an economic C.H. and 
H.W. scheme is aimed at it should 
serve about 400 units reasonably 
closely grouped from one boiler house 
and that the form of space heating 
must be decided before any realistic 
layout can be prepared. 

(e) That in terms of reduced floor 
area and run of external wall, the addi- 
tional complication of internal bath- 
rooms and we’s with mechanical venti- 
lation is well worth while. In fact, we 
have found that it pays even in five- 
storey blocks with a similar plan 
arrangement. 


Concurrently with the projects for the 
Roehampton sites we were working on 
schemes nearer the centre of the County 
in the 136 ppa zone where the need for 
some open space within layouts plus 
some houses and maisonettes with gar- 
dens is perhaps even more acute. Here 
we turned more and more to developing 
economic forms of multi-storey slab 
block. The increasing popularity from 
the tenants’ point of view of the maison- 
ettes in the four-storey blocks already 
completed led us to develop this type 
for use in high blocks. The maisonette 
has several advantages over the conven- 
tional flat. Economy in capital cost 
usually forces us these days away from 
Staircase access in multi-storey develop- 
ment towards balcony access with its 
better use of lifts and stairs. Maisonettes 
give the economy of balcony access with 
some of the advantages of staircase 
access flats in that the bedrooms can be 
located on both sides of the block with- 
out overlooking the access balcony. From 
the tenant research we have already 
carried out, there is no doubt that the 
privacy of bedrooms on an upper floor 
is appreciated. Structurally, maisonettes 
lend themselves to simple economic 
solutions in that the span between the 
party walls is reasonable and the party 
walls can be load-bearing. 


NARROW-FRONTED 
MAISONETTES 


We felt that there was sco 

pe for 
development on the lines of really 
narrow-fronted two-bedroom . maison- 
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ettes with internal bathrooms. A small 
group, therefore, began work and pro- 
duced what now appears to be a very 
simple solution. The frontage is about 
12 ft. and the depth of block consider- 
able. 

The 12-ft. frontage maisonette has 
several advantages over the 15-ft. fron- 
tage type. As with the “ point” blocks 
the internal bathrooms and we’s show a 
profit in terms of reduced external wall 
area. The deeper block is more stable 
structurally. From the point of view of 
high density mixed development the 20 
per cent. reduction in frontage is invalu- 
able in opening up layouts and making it 
easier to plan the houses and maisonettes 
with their private gardens. It would not 
be possible to plan a flat of equivalent 
accommodation even in double the 
frontage without bedrooms on the access 
balcony. 

The first scheme to use the new 
narrow-frontage maisonette was that for 
Bentham-road, Hackney, a 10-acre site 
in the 136 ppa zone in a heavily built-up 
area. This site is not large or regular 
enough to fully exploit the possibilities 
of 11-storey blocks using this type but it 
is immediately obvious how open a lay- 
out at this density can be. The high 
blocks stand free in their own open 
spaces and will provide a welcome accent 
in an area of mean two-storey Victorian 
cottages and five-storey blocks of flats. 
The scheme contains 55 per cent. of the 
accommodation in the two tall blocks, 
26 per cent. in four-storey maisonettes, 11 
per cent. in two- and three-storey flats 
of one and two rooms only and eight 
per cent. in two-storey houses. 

There are one or two points I would 
like to make on the question of optimum 
height for tall blocks. So far we have 
limited ours to 11 or 12 storeys at about 
110 ft. maximum height. But we have 
no prejudices about going higher; in 
fact, an alternative scheme for 15-storey 
slab blocks was done for part of the big 
Roehampton scheme but they did not 
look right in this context. A sizeable site 
in the 200 ppa zone would probably call 
for 15 or 16 storeys. 


Multi-storey Housing in the US 


DFE. RONALD BRADBURY, FRIBA, 

AMTPI, City Architect and Direc- 
tor of Housing for Liverpool, in a paper 
entitled ““Some Aspects of Experience 
in the USA and their Possible Applica- 
tion in this Country” said:— 

Last spring a deputation of the Liver- 
pool Housing Committee, of which I 
was a member, visited the United States 
to study multi-storey housing develop- 
ments. We went to see for ourselves just 
what living conditions were really like 
in American publicly-aided multi-storey 
projects built at densities much higher 
than we at present envisage for Liver- 
pool. We concentrated our attention on 
New York because of the very vast 
schemes which the New York City 
Housing Authority has developed, as 
well as those built by the insurance com- 
panies. 

The New York City Housing Autho- 
rity controls over 65,000 dwellings in 56 
completed projects. 13,000 additional 
dwellings were under construction in 13 
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further schemes. Only a small percent- 
age were in low blocks, the great 
majority being flats in blocks six to 14 
storeys high, with a few 17 storeys high. 
The average density of all the schemes 
completed was 225 persons per acre. 
The highest density of any individual 
scheme was 497 persons per acre, and in 
this instance 22 per cent. of the total 
area of the site was covered by buildings 
as against 17.5 per cent. average for all 
the scheme. 


RESTRICTING TRAFFIC 


Most of the sites, particularly those on 
the Island of Manhattan, are rectangu- 
lar in shape, bounded on all four sides by 
traffic roads; in other words, they occupy 
a whole block, or a series of blocks from 
which all vehicular traffic is excluded. 
They are planned on the pedestrian pre- 
cinct basis, the only traffic entering the 
site being vehicles whose ingress and 
egress can be controlled, as also their 
movement within the scheme. Trucks 
removing garbage or servicing the site 
only are allowed on to it and then must 
keep to special routes and move at a very 
slow speed. 

Here is something I think we might 
note when planning our own high-density 
central area schemes, namely, “ the pos- 
sibility of keeping out all normal vehi- 
cular traffic from the site, but making 
provision whereby refuse disposal and 
service vehicles can be let in to under- 
take their tasks at specific times and at 
slow speeds and in such a way as to mini- 
mise danger to the inhabitants of the 
scheme and children at play.” 

The blocks of dwellings are either of 
the slab block type or cruciform. Of 
course, the slab block may have project- 
ing wings at front or rear according to 
aspect, which not only add architectural 
variety but also enable them to be linked 
together in “L” shaped formations. The 
cruciform blocks may consist of a simple 
cross form or may be joined to form 
double cruciform shapes. There are 
also interesting variants in the form of 
tower blocks with as many as five pro- 
jecting wings around a central staircase 
and lift core. 

One feature of the layouts, which is 
well worth noting, is that, rather than 
attempting to distribute the blocks more 
or less evenly over the whole site, the 
tendency is to distribute the blocks 
around the periphery of the site and to 
leave a generous open park space in the 
centre. Thus, the majority of the dwell- 
ings either look out on to this major open 
space or outwards over the adjoining 
lower properties in the vicinity of the 
scheme. It surprised the deputation to 
find so little feeling of “ being hemmed 
in” or confined owing to this plan 
arrangement. Indeed, when walking 
about within the schemes, despite the 
high density of development, there was 
much more feeling of spaciousness than 
one would expect because, even when 
one was between blocks, one was always 
conscious of the large open park in the 
centre. Here again, there is a. lesson to 
be learned, namely, that “one really 
decent-sized open space is many times 
better than the same area split up into a 
number of small open spaces.” 

Everywhere one found fully equipped 
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children’s playgrounds, although not 
much imagination had been shown in 
their design. Nevertheless, the needs of 


‘small children, and often teenagers, had 


not been forgotten. Much more control 
is exercised over the open spaces than is 
common in this country. The New York 
City Housing Authority employs specia! 
officers to patrol their schemes and 
thereby to assist in the reduction of van- 
dalism. 

A definite point which emerges from 
visits to these New York schemes is that 
where the heights of the blocks are 
varied, which unfortunately is all too 
seldom, the feeling of monotony and 
regimentation is very considerably 
reduced. We may therefore devise a fur- 
ther axiom, namely, that “ variety in the 
shape, size and positioning of blocks is 
essential in high-density developments if 
architectural monotony and a sense of 
regimentation is to be avoided.” 

We did not see any examples of bal- 
cony access. All flats were served ofi 
central halls with lifts and escape stair- 
cases. The usual arrangement is to have 
two lifts and a central staircase which 
acts as a fire escape forming the core. 
The lifts stop on alternate floors only. 
This “ skip-floor” arrangement is more 
or less a standard practice in low cost 
high rise schemes in the States. 


UNPLASTERED CEILINGS 


As an economy measure, in many of 
the subsidised schemes which we visited 
it was unusual to find the ceilings 
plastered, the decorative finish consisting 
of paint applied to the underside of the 
floor slab. Walls were plastered with 
two coats. The floors in the lower rented 
schemes consisted of patent asbestos 
tiles or a similar type, but in the more 
expensive flats the floors were finished 
with wood blocks or parquet. 

The standard of sanitary equipment 
in the bathrooms of even the lowest 
rented flats was of a very high order. 
In all cases the we was in the bathroom 
and not in a separate apartment. A 
generous refrigerator is standard equip- 
ment in all flats. The sink units in the 
kitchen are all of a higher quality than 
we would normally use in our municipal 
schemes. The gas or electric cooker is 
fixed by the Housing Authority and 
maintained by them. | Incidentally, the 
cost of the gas and eleétricity is included 
in the rent and tenants may use just as 
much as they like! 


High Flats in Towns and 
Suburban Areas 


ME. FREDERICK GIBBERD, CBE, 

FRIBA, MTPI, who spoke on 
“ High Flats in Medium-sized Towns and 
Suburban Areas,” said that in such areas 
the land is not so expensive that a proper 
density cannot be provided. By a proper 
density I mean one that provides the 
most economical use of land for housing 
people in the manner most agreeable to 
them. 

When the area is developed on the 
principle of mixed development, my ex- 
perience is that between 70 per cent. and 
80 per cent. of the population like a two- 
storey house with a private garden. The 
remainder are happy in some form of 
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flat. This percentage coupled with 
economical planning gives a density of 60 
to 70 people to the acre. This is a much 
greater density than is usual in suburban 
areas, but one that we must come to as 
our land is precious. 

Flats can be provided most economic- 
ally in the form of simple staircase- 
access blocks of load-bearing construc- 
tion—such as two-storey corner units 
and three-storey blocks. They are also 
economical when placed over houses. 
But is it reasonable to place them in tall 
blocks which are admittedly more ex- 
pensive? 

Of course, most architects like the 
idea. A tall building is a fascinating 
problem, but—I hate to say it—that they 
provide opportunities for architects to 
build monuments to themselves is not 
sufficient justification for building tall 
flat blocks. 

However, there is a justification and 
like most truths, it is quite simple. It is 
this. The building of tall flat blocks gives 
more pleasure to more people. 

The buildings will give more pleasure 
to those that are going to live in them. 
The higher the flat, the greater the de- 
mand for it. Take any speculative flat 
block. Identical flats do not obtain iden- 
tical rents—on the contrary, the higher 
the flat, the better the rent. If people are 
willing to pay more to live high up, then 
we come to the simple conclusion that 
they prefer to live high up. We have also 
found at Harlow that a tall block gives 
pleasure to those members of the com- 
munity who are living within sight of it. 

The block must, of course, be to a 
human scale and it must be properly 
sited. No one really likes the look of a 
large area of just two-storey housing. 
This dull and even environment can be 
enlivened by mixed development. The 
three- or four-storey blocks allow the 
spaces to be larger (there is always a 
limit to the size of ‘a close or square 
formed with houses); they make possible 
a new kind of space because, unlike a 
house, the landscape or pavings can ex- 
tend up to all sides of the building; and 
they break up the silhouette. 

If we introduce tall blocks into the 
scheme, still greater variety can be ob- 
tained. The block can stand well clear 
of the general skyline of the development 
and even when it is not placed at a focal 
point, it is almost bound to give “punch” 
to the design. 


Living in High Flats 


MSs MARGARET WILLIS, BA, 
sociologist, architect’s department, 


LCC, who gave a paper on “ Living: in’ 


High Flats,” summarised her conclusions 
as follows: 

The popularity and success of high 
flats is to a large extent a responsibility 
of housing management as to the people 
who are selected to live in them. Judg- 
ment of these high flats in districts where 
they have not been built before will de- 
pend not only on their appearance but 
on the favourable or unfavourable com- 
ments of the residents. 

Bearing this in mind, the following 
points are put forward: that the flats 


should not contain more than three 


rooms; that families with children under 
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seven years should occupy the lower 
floors; and that wherever possible only 
those wanting to go high and who like 
the privacy and seclusion should be 
offered accommodation above the. fifth 
floor. 

From the point of view of design it is 
desirable to provide good soundproofing, 
good lifts—preferably two—as near as 
possible unclimbable access balconies 
and landings, easy-to-clean windows, less 
open and draughty vents, a good-sized 
private balcony and wherever economic- 
ally possible central heating. 

Finally, although these high flats can 
provide advantages in the way of better 
air, view, greater quiet and privacy for 
the people on the upper floors, neverthe- 
less about two-thirds said that ideally they 
would like a “ little house and a garden,” 
and an even greater proportion of the 
people on the lower floors said the same. 
However, many of these small families 
do realise that it is impossible for every- 
one to have a house, and so they are 
accepting flat life instead and enjoying 
the advantages it has to offer. 


High Flats and Higher Densities 


MAJOR R. A. JENSEN, BArch, 
FRIBA, AMTPI, gave a paper on 
“High Flats and Higher Densities in 
Europe and the Metropolis.” The first 
part of his paper was largely devoted to 
setting out the arguments for high-den- 
sity rehousing in urban areas, by which 
he meant a figure in the region of 300 
persons per acre, as opposed to the 
attempt to find the solution in rehousing 
overspill populations elsewhere. In this 
connection, the speaker said that on 
balance, and if all factors were taken 
into account, it was fair to say that not 
only is it an undesirable policy but a 
more expensive policy to attempt to 
house urban “ overspill” in rural areas. 
With reference to the architectural and 
detail planning problems, he continued: 
The question of structural techniques 
is fundamental to the whole proposition 
behind this symposium, but I believe that 
a completely satisfactory system embody- 
ing simplicity and speed in site erection 
together with economy rigidity and flexi- 
bility in relation to planning require- 
ments has yet to be produced. The 
nearest practical approach to date is that 
employing hydraulic climbing shuttering 
as used in Scandinavia and elsewhere. 
There is also everything to be said for 
further development of the normal rein- 
forced concrete column and beam struc- 
ture which provides the greatest possible 
flexibility for planning. 

Whilst the semi-aerated precast con- 
crete block has solved some of the prob- 
lems of heat insulation, these and other 
curtai1 wall systems including plastics, 
metal sheeting, glass or rendered block 
have a number of drawbacks. The most 
promising answer still appears to be that 
of the self-finished precast concrete slab 
spanning between floor and ceiling as the 
outer leaf with an inner leaf in, for 
example, dry cellular plaster board units 
—which can also be used for internal 
partitioning and decorated direct. Con- 
crete as an external finish is attractive 
and is produced economically and with 
minimum effort in a variety of forms, 
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particularly in France and Scandinavia; 
and we have a great deal to learn from 
these countries in commercial precasting 
techniques. 


WINDOWS AND LIFTS 


The windows to high buildings always 
provide a problem all too seldom satis- 
factorily solved. There appears to be 
great promise in the use of sliding alu- 
minium sashes which can easily be 
removed from inside the building for 
reglazing or cleaning and which need no 
periodical repainting or other main- 
tenance. The planning of the “tower 
block ” can only be expected to produce 
an economic result if the expensive parts 
of the structure and equipment, namely 
staircase and lifts, are put to maximum 
use by giving access to the largest 


number of flats—other things being 
equal. 
Further economies can. also be 


obtained in relation to stair and lift by 
prefabrication of strings, treads and 
risers which can be handled by two men, 
and by planning lift access at alternate 
half landing levels and eliminating access 
at first and top floors thus permitting 
motor rooms to be accommodated with- 
out the use of pent houses. 

Of paramount importance in arriving 
at an economic solution of housing re- 
quirements is the adoption of a form of 
open plan. We cling to the internal hall 
and corridor in our flats thereby wasting 
an enormous amount of space pro- 
vided at high cost. 

Internal bathrooms and we’s also intro- 
duce additional economies and permit 
external walls to be used by accommoda- 
tion which needs to be there. All the 
benefits of the balcony can be obtained 
without the loss of useful area, by the 
introduction of french doors and an 
outside balustrade to the living room. 

Of the more important elements in the 
design, foundations must not be forgot- 
ten, and while it seems that piling is 
probably the most satisfactory solution, 
with a much more profitable use of the 
piles in buildings between 10-15 storeys, 
there is the intriguing idea of buoyancy 
which is now being explored more fully. 
This with the probable use of a mono- 
lithic concrete box has the advantage of 
providing for boiler houses, tenant’s 
storage and workshops, etc., and may 
therefore repay in some respects the 
higher costs of excavation. It will cer- 
tainly avoid the numerous excrescences 
on the site and small ancillary buildings 
which destroy the value of surrounding 
open space. 

Other factors which were particularly 
noticeable in many Continental “ tower 
blocks” and “ high flat” buildings were, 
for example, the system of cross-wall 
construction in reinforced or plain con- 
crete with high quality bonded-plywood 
form-work, which enabled wallpapering 
to be applied direct without plaster. 


PLANNING DIFFICULTIES 


The importance of modular planning 
and standardisation cannot be over- 
emphasised. Nor can the need for pre- 
planning. In regard to the first two mat- 
ters there is obviously an awakening 
interest, but in the latter we are still fall- 
ing lamentably short of the desirable 
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optimum. My view is that this is not a 
fundamental fault of architects but rather 
that the Government department con- 
cerned will not delegate sufficient respon- 
sibility to qualified professional men, and 
that planning authorities concern them- 
selves too much with detail and too little 
with principle: 

If, simultaneously with pre-planning, 
contractors will take a greater advantage 
of modern technical equipment, and will 
streamline their organisations to deal 
specifically with the special problems of 
high building—and if they can bring 
continued pressure to bear with a view 
to obtaining higher productivity—then 
I do not think it is unreasonable to expect 
flats in future costing not more than an 
average of £1,500 net and let at a rent 
of approximately 30s. per week. 

That this is possible is fully borne out 
by the experience of a number of Con- 
tinental countries where it has been 
shown conclusively that net costs of con- 
struction of these high blocks are little 
higher than the three-storey terrace or 
smali house. 


The General Architectural 


Problems 
ME. A. G. SHEPPARD FIDLER, 
FRIBA, City Architect, Birming- 
ham, gave a paper on “General Archi-. 
tectural Problems Involved in the Use of 
High Flats in the Reconstruction of City 
Areas.” He said: 

At most middle densities it is hardly 
necessary to build tall flats and the 
present ideal of mixed development, with 
variety in size and kind of dwelling, can 
be successfully accomplished with two- 
and three-storey houses and flats and 
maisonettes of reasonable height. Only 
at really high densities is it necessary to 
include a high proportion of tall blocks. 

It is common experience that flats are 
more expensive to build and take longer 
to build than houses: Should we then 
endeavour to redevelop our central areas 
without really tall buildings? I think we 
need some, I repeat some, tall blocks to 
play an effective part in redevelopment 
and especially in mixed development 
where variety in mass and outline of 
building groups as well as variety of 
dwelling type, is an important element in 
the creation of really vital living areas. 

I would suggest that really tall blocks 
are effectively sited adjoining an area on 
which no building can take place, such 
as:— 

(a) A river, for example the Pimlico 

scheme by Powell and Moya, or 

(b) A reservoir, with some amenity of 
landscape, for example Holte 
Estate, Birmingham (architects, 
Harry Weedon and Partners). 

(c) Existing park or open space, for 
example Paddington and Glasgow 
proposals. 

(d) A major arterial road, for example 
Lyndhurst Estate, Birmingham. 

The function of high blocks in re- 
development areas may be summarised 
as follows:— 

(1) To reduce overspill, especially 
during the early stages of re- 
development when they simplify 
the clearance of the next redevelop- 
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ment unit. Although ideally, large 
areas should be used ‘for re- 
development, it is sometimes neces- 
sary to build very close behind the 
demolition gangs, and high blocks 
may be of value in concentrating 
a large number of people on a 
small site. 

(2) To concentrate accommodation for 
households not requiring private 
gardens, or wishing to be in éasy 
contact with the ground, e.g. single 
persons, young married couples 
and childless couples. The pro- 
portion of these will, of course, de- 
pend on the pattern of the family 
structure to be re-housed. 

(3) To make open planning at high 
density possible. 

To return to the question of costs, the 
initial cost of the buildings themselves is 
obviously the first consideration. The 
great difference in basic cost of providing 
accommodation of similar size in a block 
of flats and in a two-storey house has 
never, to my knowledge, been analysed 
and explained to the satisfaction of archi- 
tects engaged on housing. Obviously, 
framed buildings are more expensive than 
those of load-bearing construction; lifts 
and staircases and halls are also expensive 
items, but there is still a hidden factor 
““X” which needs explanation. It may, 
at present, have something to do with 
the physical difficulty of building at great 
heights, even with the aid of tower 
cranes, for extra care is needed on the 
part of the workmen who are much more 
exposed to the weather and are always 
conscious of the “ big drop.” Perhaps as 
more and more tall flats are built the 
force of this argument may become less 
as experience is gained in building high 
above the ground. 


REPETITION OF PLAN TYPES 


The repetition of plan types for indi- 
vidual flats is also an important factor 
in the capital cost of a scheme. The 
standardisation of accommodation vitally 
affects the speed of erection and of finish. 

I do not believe that basic repetition 
over a limited range is necessarily mono- 
tonous. I have just prepared designs for 
some standard flats in reinforced con- 
crete frame which can be composed into 
point blocks giving three different block 
plans, each with unlimited variation of 
external cladding, balconies and other 
features. 

My experience shows that, in general, 
foundation costs per dwelling are un- 
affected by height increases and in some 
cases can actually decrease as thé build- 
ing becomes taller. My experience tends 
to show that, building in steel frame, after 
seven floors the cost of building increases 
as each floor is added because the amount 
of steel required and cost of fabrication 
are greater. The same rule seems to hold 
good for reinforced concrete structures, 
except that the costs increase after eight 
floors in this case. In Birmingham we 
now have eight-storey flats under con- 
struction which cost no more per flat than 
a similar block of six-storeys in height. 
The cost of services also sometimes in- 
creases in really high buildings. 

In conclusion, I consider that some tall 
blocks of flats are desirable, even if not 
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strictly necessary in the redevelopment of 
central areas of our cities. Their great 
cost, however, is a serious deterrent to 
their use, and I hope that investigations 
now being made by the BRS will help to 
point the way to finding where the 
element of excessive cost lies. 


HOLIDAY STAMPS 
REFUND 
Alleged Fraud 


QUERIES about the Building and Civii 

Engineering Holidays Scheme were 
made by the Clerkenwell Magistrate, Mr. 
Frank Powell, on February 23, when Joseph 
Benedict McCann, a 39-year-old labourer 
of 57 Fieldgate-street, El, was charged on 
a warrant with attempting to obtain the sum 
of £6 17s. 6d. from the Building and Civil 
Engineering Holidays Scheme Management, 
Ltd., by false pretences. McCann pleaded 
not guilty. 

Mr. G. E. Clark, prosecuting solicitor. 
said the false pretence alleged was thai 
McCann submitted a card for a refund of 
the value of the stamps when the card was 
to his knowledge not his own. Although 
employees in the building trade normally 
cashed these cards with their employers in 
order to pay for their holidays, there were 
circumstances in which they could claim 
from the company. The defendant, on 
October 19, wrote to the company enclosing 
a card which had on it 26 stamps at 5s. 6d. 
each, covering the period October 5, 1953, 
to March 29, 1954, and he had asked for 
repayment. The defendant wrote: “ Will 
you please send me the holiday money as. 
I am in a very bad way and want to send 
the wife and kiddies their money this week.” 

The top and bottom of the card had been 
burned, said Mr. Clark, and the defendant 
said he had done this by accident, but the 
court might think the mutilations were very 
convenient as the holder’s name and address 
and number were missing from the top of 
the card, and the signature from the bottom, 
while the stamps were intact. Mr, Clark 
said that frankings on the card showed that 
the person who had held it had been em- 
ployed by W. E. Chivers at Aldermaston. 
Although the defendant had been employed 
by W. E. Chivers, he had never been em- 
ployed on the security contract there. 

Evidence was given by Edward Joseph 
James, assistant manager for the Building 
and Civil Engineering Holiday Scheme 
Management, Ltd., who said in reply to 
questions by the Magistrate that the holiday 
scheme cards were not negotiable, and could 
only be cashed by the holders. 

John Easterbrook, cashier for W. E. 
Chivers, said the defendant was employed 
by them in August, 1954, but had not beer 
employed at Aldermaston, though he had 
shared the same camp as those men em- 
ployed at Aldermaston. 

Detective John Cass said that when inter- 
viewed on December 9, the defendant said 
the card was his and stated: “I definitely 
worked for Chivers and they put those 
stamps on for me.” Seen again on Decem- 
ber 12, he made a statement in which he 
said he worked for Chivers but not “ behind 
the fence ” at Aldermaston. When charged 
he had said that if that was not his card, 
somebody else had got his. McCann was re- 
manded on bail until] March 10. 
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aoe CURRENT PRICES : I 
I help to 7 F MATERIALS 
here the 
Ss [= information given on these pages has been specially compiled Rubber Bricks for oe ee £ sd. 
for The Builder and is copyright. It is the intention that the 2iin. Surrey Carey Borat Mali Stock ya be er 
details given should indicate fair average prices of materials, not (London Sites) . 13 6 0 
necessarily the highest or the lowest. The prices apply to large a Pte | Kiln Burnt Multi Stock Facings 
quantities of materials loaded at works, delivered at London Stations Gl ey “ adit 
si by , AO} azed Bricks (London S — 
seal or at site in London Area as stated. Prices for smaller quantities Stretchers soon on Sites), White, Ivory, B Brown- 640 («0 
and Civii ex merchants warehouse will necessarily be higher so as to include Headers. a7 ral 2 ittest rt 63 0 0 
7A bri the stocking and handling costs involved. Due to the exceptional Quoin uli a and 44 in. Flats soe eee ” 80 0 0 
ra “ : circumstances now prevailing it is recommended that the prices of a oc > 10 0 
gion materials should be confirmed by inquiry from suppliers and merchants. ~ = ere 87 0 0 
wo sides and oneend .... aa a “v. 89 10 0 
arged on AGGREGATES AND SAND Splays and Squints eigers 83 0 0 
n the sum Delivered site in full lorry loads. Average of prices for ream and Buff £3 extra over White. Other 
and Civil pag of Westminster, Pasdinanene Holborn and Al above prises plus 74% = ——— pom 
nc ° 
nagement, SUREAR. plus 74% less 10% for Second quality. 
1 pleaded Pit Ballast at 
ee SSE = Senta Lee EY bong |) ree 
solicitor. Washed Sand ~~ we nen nee wa at ~ L aa5 Delivered Central London Area. 
was thai ‘icboaBik oT Tt 10 0 HoLtow Ciay Paxtrion Buocxs, (Keyed) 
refund of e in Breeze ; 2 ae be 10 3 ee 
card wa: ine or Coarse Foamed Slag Aggregate pr ... per ton 3° 6.9 * gag Osa a 
Although 2 yds. of fine and 2.6 yds. of coarse per ton ; “24 in. | ing Mla: yo = ee <a yd. sup. y z 
normally CEMENT, etc. Sm ie Sec ead 120 yds. na os : 2 
loyers in Locket . BuiLDING BLocksS (Keyed) 
c g non-returnable jute sacks or paper bags. *4 i i 
here were Best British Portland Cement. Standard Soecifica. ca Orst it vite _. z 3 7 oo% 
id claim tion delivered Charing Cross area. *Half Pet at no extra ch — o -- per 1000 25 14 0 
et on 6-ton loads and upwards, site... a ... per ton 416 6 on sats 
le ; 1 to 6 tons, site me 4 <6 CLINKER CONCRETE 
enclosing Rapid Hardening Cement in ‘6 ton ‘loads and up- 2 in. wa aa a 100 yds. aaa ... per yd. sup. ce 
at 5s. 6d. wards to site : : vs “26 7) eee cf om 85 yds. <2 ne ‘ 4 2 
- 5, 1953, lto6ton do. "site iP so 513 6 2 in. <i wae are 75 yds. +00 cad os 5. 2 
ked f Aquacrete Water Repellent Cement. 32s. 6d. per 4m. ce tee oe 55 yds. we. * Jee 6 2 
ay FOr ton on ordinary cement prices. pg i 
Bs Will Red, Buff or Khaki Colorcrete in 6-ton lots ro - 618 0 2 in 
money as ot colours according to colour. 24 fos! i » : 2 
4 to wend a Aa _ pe 211s. 9d. to —_ 9d. - ton. 3 in. ite 8 7 
sto nase” ite Portlan ement bi 2 1217 0 i 10 7 
A Under 1 ton per cwt. 15 4 ant in. Load bearing quality a we me ws 2 11 8 
had been 417 Cement (Ultra Rapid Hardening) in 6-ton lots ae me sd 
defendant and upwards per ton 690 Fioor Biocks and Haase Tues 
but th Super Cement (Waterproof), 32s. 6d. ‘per ton above | 3 in. Floor Blocks 12 in. ~~ 12 in. delivered in full 
’ ortland Cement. | orry-loads ... 
ut the Portland C yi | lorry-i ce inee RS ee 
were very Cullamix Tyrolean Finish, £9 4s. 3d. to £10 17s. 9d. 4 in. Cae oes wae ees <s4 “as 34 18 O 
d address (1-ton loads and upwards). 5 in. Me) sas an Bons pee ae ais ca 4111 0 
a alt af Lightning and Ciment Fondu Brands High Alumin- 6 in. ie sco aaa ote aa ea a 46 16 0 
Pp ous cement, 6-ton lots and be ‘ 140 9 7 in. = wea om Me ee at ne Y 56 18 O 
e bottom, Stourbridge Fireclay, oan - s at Railway Depot, 8 in 4 66 14 0 
Ar, Clark London ats a Pa é 2-3 | 10” x 3” ce Filler Tiles in multiples of 10 tiles per I, ,000 multiples % 2 @ 
owed that | 12°x3°xe do. do. ” ” 63 17 0 
been em- mead | 10° x4"x9" do. do. 3 > 69 14 0 
Full Loads. 
pe ics First Hard Stocks... ss use vee eee, per 1,000 11 7 0 FOES CRANE: CHER, ote: 
a = Secu Herd Stocks ... = 2 aed 4E = 10 1 0 La tase Ses ay percentages to be added to the Standard List prices 
- ! AX i 6 on Area. 
rere. All loaded free into lorry at the works. The question Over 100 Pieces Under 100 Pieces 
d Joseph of haulage is still very difficult and prices must F Over 2 tons under 2 tons under 2 tons 
OS™ be obtained from job to job. Best Quality +674% +974% +1074% 
Building 23 in. Nominal Fletton Bricks to sites in W.C. B.S.S. Best do. +10% +673% +10% +973% +10% +1074% 
Scheme District Commons saa ate ee a 513 0 Tested Quality +374%+674% +374%4974% + +374%+1074% 
reply to aa _ aE she Lg “he We it 5 13 0 | B.S.S. Tested do. +474%+674% +474%+978% +474 70+ 107k % 
a tales acl és Ske see ova ot % s. 
; Sin ashes SEES! SOR ASU Dad te OE é | 3 in. Land Drain Pipes (in 12 in. lengths ee 
and could Cellular Rustics _ se Sua = We xs 6 7 : | 4in. do. = oe roa - ie dg = _ h 43 ‘ 
ingle Bullnose do. ace ee ae Fes ee 613 0 | 
Sandfaced . “ae as 7 STONE 
r W. E. Best Blue Pressed Staffs (London Stations) oe os 24 ‘ ¢ Bath Stone— 
employed Do. * Bullnose (London Stations) on tas a 25 13 6 Monks Park fi 
not beer Blue Wire Cuts (London Stations) ... Ast Fas = 2 it*¢ St. Aldhelm Box G ri a vie pe Reate 2 
h he had Midhurst Lime Bricks (London Sites) wee aus ss 10 3 O Delivered — Groun k South L a ls 
dentitrsiate pene a bisesy hoe on er Sis ss 916 BR. = eas Pog s at South Lambeth 
é pecia rpose Sandlime Bricks (London Sites) . sa y 
24 in. Best Stourbridge Fire sean (London = pmass o augg: Seema poems ane London ares ',, : z 
ow a se a » 46-8 Portland Stone— gs 4 
dant sai x ; " ” rown Whitbed in random blocks, 20 ft. average 
definitely 7 Daten teh made Sandfaced Red Facings ae delivered in railway trucks at Nine Elms, B. : 
put those 7 = ns “Multi Red Facings (London =” Yorkshire nausea Robin Hood Quality. ° 73am 
n Decem- ” 14 4 6 Delivered to site London in 6-ton lots. 
Which “he 24 in Hand-made Sandfaced Red Facings (London eae 9in. x 3in. Rubbed, weathered, throated and 
t “ behind 24. i Hand-made Sandfaced Multi-Colour Facings mn terete das, ae. ; oe f. cube ; : 3 
n charged ndon Sites t» 1411 0 | 12in. x 3in. Plain copin Ps 
r : % g, twice throated _ : pe 115 4 
his ‘card, — made Sandfaced Cherry Red Facings. Berk- wn ned 12 in. X 3 in. Weathered and twice throated coping * 274 
In was re- Hand-made Sandfaced Multi-Colour Facings. ” 44 x x 3 im Plinth pn.» on top and face i i 18 i 
Berkshire district (London Sites) .. Scot sce ay EY S-'6 3 in. sawn two sides Slabs, random sizes ....__.... per fi. sup. 6 9 
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STONE—continued £ sd. £ s. d. 
Templates and Cover Stones, 3 in., 4 in. and 6 in. Sin. x 44 in. 7in. xX 34in. i3 in. x Sin. ... pertomn 15 © 
thick, edges coped for rendered brickwork per ft. cube 1 3 5 6in. x 3 in. 24in. x 74in SRLS Ns can aka ee 
beeen fair one ) aoe tor wae faced bom x a in. o in. X 4in. 8in.. x 4in. ... pi 15 0 
vee 1 710 in. X 4 in. in. X 5 in. ar F 
Hard York— 12 in. x 5 in. in. x 7i Eyes 1, oo 
12in. x 2in. Square Steps, rubbed on top and edge per ft. run 2 9in. x in bay x8 in, 121 Si 3 
14 in, x 3 in. Round-nosed Steps, rubbed on top 14 in. x Shin. 14 in. x Gin. 14 in. x 8 in. 
and front per ft.cube 2 3 8 15 in. x Sin 15 in. x 6in. 16 in. x 6in. 10 0 
12 in. x6 in. Plain Steps, rubbed top and front .. te 118 3 | 16in. x Sin. 18 in. x6 in. 18 in. X 7in. r 
2 in. Rubbed and Jointed Paving, given sizes ... per ft. sup. 7 10 18 in. x 8 in. 20 in. x 64 in 20in. x hin 
2 in. Sawn Paving, edges squared, in random sizes per yd. sup 2 13 10 Steel angles average price sea gett itn he 40 5 0 
TLRS and PANTILES aned tees P pists re mn as es an iad ca 415 0 
ivered London area by road in 6 t tees Wine went ndon— 
Machine-made Pantiles and French pattern ‘Tiles trom B-&. Soles Cut end fitted baht? LOM ii Bey 1 SRR 
Lincolnshire district . 2 8 0 Compound girders eae ane i abs al se fi a OO 
Hand-made Pantiles Berkshire district Hh 4710 0 Stanchions As aon ase ape eae wo OB TS 
Hand-made Double Roman Bridgwater district 58 13 6 Compound stanchions a Tee BN a 
Hand-made 10} x 64 tiles Berkshire district 131 9 In Roof Work—Trusses and Purlins .. ... ue gp 80 0 
Machine-made 10} x 6} Staffordshire district 13 8 9 Average prices not for awkward work. 
Hand-made Hip a and Valley tiles per doz. 189 a? Steal hg ge 7 bars ds BSS785 ex London ae 
achine-made Hi — Valley tiles d ree ee = 4 bed 
Concrete tiles 104 x y e , a : 4 in. — ve os ‘per ton extra 4 3 4 
0. Santee in (498 18 6 _in. 0. eee eee see see ove ” 3 
Nore.—Breakage in transit 1s (O55) responsibility. ° > fi 0 ‘ie: see yee ” ? g . 
SLATES . do. as age ae jas ie. i 
First-quality Slates from Penrhyn or Portmadoc, carriage Muy Staeu Tusss 
in fall touche oa 2 Tubes to BSS1387 and rk List prices and following discounts : 
7 a London Rate Station. Per Galvanised bg I. Fittings Malleable Fittings 
oo) as 113 0 4 asA— 3% 
22 x 12 * - Class B + H (4 Light + 24% Malleable List— 35% + 40% 
22 x ul a . : ae + 23% Heavy + 314% 4 F 
x 1 7919 6 ang 
20 x 10 Class A — 214% 
a. a nia? Class B — ii, ° Light 113% Malleable List — 35% 
= Sidi Hg | Class C + 148 Heavy 194% 
+4 x 10 4470 : C.I.. HALF-ROUND GUTTERS 
x 8 . 3410 6 Delivered London per yd. in 6-ft. lengths 
Note. —Breakage i in transit, purchasers’ responsibility. Sto 
TIMBER : Gutters Nozzles Ends 
atone = 3in eas es ay Pe se ee 2/11 /10 
Joinery quality nt Ex. Wharf per standard £110 to £130 4in. ee fe 2a ve is rye 34 n° 
Carcassing quality do. ae £95 to £100 44 in ies Me os ne Ri ws vi 1% 
oe in. Tongued and Grooved Flooring do. £106 0 +, ogg ae leaped (cect take Pale 3h aya us 
oh a A née ie Se Se 
Mahogeay—Aftican 1 nr do. per ft.cube 1 5 0 ; x 1.0. se GuTTERs 
Honduras do. ... do. z 3 5 0 | 3in se aes 3/10 1/- 
ox Beeseends.-.. . da : > 2 6 | 3hin oe ia) aie. cae eae 3/10 1/3 
» aned. do. 4 510 0 | 4in. ee” gs aa 4/- 1/6 
do. English Logs sawn do. os 110 0 4} in. see eer ace ove jos SS 4/7 1/9 
Teak , 8 in. average S.E. do. ” 35 0 5 in. he ie (en se 1Opae 5/3 2/- 
alnu rican Logs sawn oO. ‘ . ss 
DOORS (in Lots I-11) , es yd. in 6-ft. lengths Cl, Ranw-waren a 
Delivered London area. 2 in. aes 7/04 3/7. "3/2 “a 
14 in. 4 Horizontal Panel Pattern 4 in. deal 24 in. OE CT Oe 4/- eit 
2ft.Oin. x 6ft.6in. oa each 112 0 | 3in. es ices. gun aes nage 5/- 116 
aim eenem oc SO Se ine wee ee 5/11 3 
2 ft. 6 in. x 6 ft. 6 in. he tage ts) ne fe 114 0 | 4in. od daa ks 12 Os 
2 ft 9 in. x 6 ft. 6 in. Lean TROP EEE 116 6 parres) iia “th ‘ = 
2 in. do. but top panel open. Pattern 4 x G in deal ‘ i. c. C. CoaTep asa Pires 
{ @ tea Fs "iin 2901 a - ie He 3 its 
te ee emery EE eu Sh ll Sat aoe 6 at ee, i 
2 in. Panel, top panel open. Pattern 2 x G in deal 3 in. a ive ve oe siz ty Sh 7/6 11/1 
2 ft. 6 in. x 6 ft. 6i wie arebmaerdin ke it. nine oft 12/11 
‘aac. = SS 53.5.1 "= TP Mn 13/3 
suai ” Above prices for gutters, rain-water and soil pipes for under 5 cwt. lots. 
SUI DRIES only. Lots over 5 cwt. see List No. 3300 dated Ist February, 1955, NET 
yg poy ies neta adie and tonnage allowance. 4-ton lots 5 per cent., 2-ton lots 2 ‘per cent. 
ie oft ton (89 re to 7 os es — ~ per yd. 5.8 ic ep Des vate 
° (67 yds. tol ton)... oe 7 4 Sa 
do. (52 yds. to 1 ton ne as a ; cwt. qr. Ib. per yd. Bends —_ Branches 
34 a ee oes rom ee OR 2%) 4 in. ite es a a ee: 30/6 
in, Pos (39 9 ds. to I ton) it 34 in. Be hve FR tale: taal | 36/10 36/- 62/- 
Quantities under 1 ton add 1d. per 4 in. of thickness. AsBESTOS RAIN-WATER PIPES AND FITTINGS 
es in. imported insulation Board, quantities over 5,000 sq. ft. Orders under £30 less 124 per cent. discount. 
meaiuiieen. _ Per 100 sq. ft. 2 2 6 Orders over £30 less 174 per -. es 
rdboar dem ag! Sas = 2 5 in. 24 in. 3 in. i 
‘i. do. do. ie 2 : Pipes 6-ft. lengths sting! yd. . 3/9 a 4/10 Sis, 
* Asbestos Flat Building ‘Sheets nase per yd. sup 3/9 Shoes each = 2/5 2/8 3/2 4/3 
ofing Felt, bly Se mee ae a 1 6 Single Branches... , 3/9 4/6 5/4 7/6 
ply me a eed a . 19 Bends square or obtuse __,, 2/8 2/11 3/9 5/4 
Best Scotch che in slabs -- perrtcwt 5 0 0 ee Necks 7 in. Proj. * hy 3/9 4/3 5/1 
pearl “ a. $33 0 0. in, do. 3/9 4/10 6/5 
Croid Glue... 28 Ib. ESTOS UTTE ITTIN 
~~ Nails 4 in. yes lors) ." ,? ped 3 $ 0 = — = in aii oak in, F ot 6i 
0. in. and up (1-ton lots ” 5415 0 Gutters 6-ft. len ake r yd. 3/7. S/l1" ° /74 
we Nails, 3 in. (4-cwt. lots) : 6 ea * / r 4/ 5 5/7% 
4 in. and up (4-cwt. lots) crs 1209 BrP sais pa ™_ 7H10 ah ag 1 
METALS Steet Joists, Erc. — ove baw: Py aia yi 4/1 410 
asis Joists— ozzles awe oe ‘“ 4 3/10 
6 in. x Sin., 8in. x 5in., 8in. x 6in., 10 in. x 6 in. Union Clips ... .«. 4 4/5 78 2/1 2/3 
a ~ x 6 in. an cut to oss tiny delivered cme ie heats f Assestos HALF-ROUND GUTTERS AND FITTINGS 
tee ore 3 in. 4in. 4tin. Sin. 6i 
Extra nyt sizes - 
4-4 x +" in., 4in. X 123i. ... eco eos = 310 0 once cag ye spin me on ie zee i is 
in. X 3 in. nat abe an a 
4io. x 3 in., 10 in. "x 44 in. eee ose eee ; Fl 10 0 —. ae ae ‘A i Wt MS i 
ce tak. Sie x 3 @ * Angles ‘ine cue gs 2/8 2/11 3/2 4/3 
2 oe ove eee ” is: D Nozzles int im 2/1 2/5 2/8 
43 in. x 14 in. ses bee aS eee «at da, Uni i - } il rf 
. hs nion Clips ... cis ep 1/1 1/2 1/4 2- 
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METALS—continued Per ton basis 
in London 

y Mak 

lron—Staffordshire satan resepened wey aa 4117 6 

Mild Steel Bars 37 14 O 


MES GUNNMNNG cc as ore es ce va 
Ex Merchant’s 
Stock per ton 
Two-ton lots 


Soft Sheets C.R. at Cs “at —— ee S 
20 gauge ... . . as ene aa wes aco ae 6" @ 
24 gauge ... 5116 0 
26 gauge . 54 16 0 

Galvanien Corrugated sheets 6 ft. to 9 ft.— 

20 gauge ... ic 55 19 6 
24 gauge ... 59 9 6 
26 gauge . 64 14 6 

Galvanised Flat sheets c. R. - and C. A.— 

20 gauge ... * re a: § % 
24 gauge ... 60 19 6 
26 gauge .. 66 4 6 


PLUMBERS’ Brass WorK, COPPER, ZINC, ETC. 
Delivered ‘ae area. 


r doz. ¢in. Zin. lin. I}in. 1}in. 2 in. 
Scambel ib pa Com 
head for iron ... ; 77/— 114/6 
Toilet bib cocks for iron --- 99/- 142/- 


Screwdown stop cocks for i iron 66/— 95/9 188/— 323/6 462/— 815/- 
do. with two unions for lead 89/— 132/— 234/4 419/— 554/6 1234/3 


Double nut boiler screws .- 16/6 23/3 42/- 43/— 59/6 83/8 
Heavy Croydon ball valves... 68/3 155/3 237/7 433/6 614/- 
Plumbers’ union aan moat: to 
iron 17/4 21/- 34/9 60/6 74/6 145/3 
ldin. 1}in. 2in. 3in. 34in. 4 in. 
Caps ana screws “a ae 52/9 poe 105/6 137/6 
Brass sleeves... aa ae 27/6 27/6 49/6 66/- 67/- 
"12 x 6 1b. 14 x 61b.2 x 71b.3 x 7 Ib. 
Lead P. trap with brass nese 
screws f es 63/6 79/6 127/- 217/3 
Lead S. trap do. rae Sac 71/- 95/- 156/3 281/- 
Solder &: & 
Plumbers’ a ars “ per Ib. . 
Tinmen’s er ade wate Se a PP “J 4 2 


Blow pipe 4 3 
Copper tubes BSS 659/1944 on the basic price of 387d. per Ib. plus gauge 
and manufacturing extras as follows. Minimum quantities, 3 cwt. 


Extra ‘ 
sin. x 19 gauge Poa 12} Total per Ib. 514 
4 in, XI 3, uae 102 apr te 49% 
| ma << oe ee 9} eres 484 
pine TS — 5 8? oat 473 
Igin. x 18, ea 8? age 473 
2 Me oe 10} “a 49} 
Rolled Copper ‘sheets up ‘to 48 in. wide, basic price | ox oe 
plus gauge and manufacturing extras... cn perio: 369“ 3°-6 
Sheet Zinc 10 gauge (25 SWG) 5 cwt. lots ine per cwt. 8 6 9 
do. 12 gauge (23 SWG) do. + 8 4 9 
do. 14 gauge (21 SWG) do. $-3-6 
Brass tubes basic — - ~e ne manufactur- 
ing extras per Ib. 2 64 


LEAD SHEET AND PIPES 
Basis selling price in minimum one-ton delivery to one address in London 
or Home Counties 


£86 

Lead Sheet, English, 3} lb. substance and upwards perton 142 5 0 

Lead Water Pipe in coils bss ie ee 143 10 0 

Lead Sg Pipe 10 ft. or over 2 in. to4in.dia. ... fe 145 0 0 

do. over 4 in. dia. sat ee “a 147 0 O 

Lead Gas or Untinned Compo pipe Bal a 145 0 0 
Extras over Basis for quantities sesanea 1 ton. 

5 cwt. and under 1 ton a ... per cwt. 2 0 

3 cwt. do. Scwt. pe wea a sax ag 40 

1 cwt. do. 3 cwt. ag ue $a 6 0 


Smaller quantities than 1 cwt. priced ‘specially. 

Supplying sheet lead and lead pipe to less than basis 
weights and cutting to sizes less than basis charged 
extra according to current trade schedule. 

Allowance for Old Lead, collected £100 5s. Od. per 
ton weighed at buyer’s works. 


PLASTER, etc. 


Coarse Pink i in 1-ton loads and over Delivered on Site per ton t6:6 
do. White do. do. - am 714 3 
Sirapite Coarse do. do. a Me i oR 
do. Fine do. do. Sia - 77 0 
Blue Lias Lime in 6-ton loads er ed Pee a 6 9 6 
Hydrated Lime do. ae ate bas ins _ §$ 12 6 
Lump Lime eee aaa re S20 
White Keen’s or Parian Cement in I-ton loads... a 10 4 0 
Pink Keen’s or Parian Cement in 1-ton loads Ae < 918 6 
Granite Chips in 6-ton loads wen ; = 2 6-3 
Hair percwt. 417 6 
Gypsum Plaster Lath or Base Board. zi in. thick 600 
yds. and over in one delivery. Delivered site per yd ss 
1,200 yds. pat 2. 2 
Crem Plaster Wall Boards, 3 and 4 ft. wide, 6 to 
# in. thick, 600 yds. and over in one 
yl, Delivered : site ... te wR 6 
St 


1,200 yds. ... ‘ mae ah ue sas ue 
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PAINT AND DISTEMPER 


Delivered London area £ sd. 
Ceiling Distemper percwt. 1 7 6© 
Washable Distemper ve $ $0 
Gloss Paint sa pergal. 210 0 
Snowcem cement paint (in 1 cwt. drums) . percwt. 311 0 


LEAD PRODUCTS AND OILS. 


Ground White Lead, 1 cwt. kegs pe - 8 18 0 
Genuine White Lead Paint, 1- 19 gal. lots in 1 1 gal. tins per gal. 32 0 
Genuine Red Lead, Dry, 1 cwt. keg ; per cwt 619 3 
Genuine Linseed Oil Putty, 1 cwt. keg ps 211 0 
Size XD quality, 28 Ib. per tin 9 0 
Raw Linseed Oil (5 gal.) Drums extra «-» per gal. 12 0 
Boiled Linseed Oil (5 gal.) do. cet a hi od 12 6 
SUNDRIES. 
Turpentine substitute (5 gal. ) drums extra Pee pa 5 6} 
do. do. (40 gal.) do. do. ... ca os 4 8 
Solignum, Brown (5 gal. cans) Exterior... ade an 6 6 
Creosote (40 gal. barrels)... as on ms Rir@ 
Paste Powder (1 Ib. saad e -. per lb 1 6 
White Lining Paper per piece 1 0 
VARNISHES, etc. 
Delivered London area. 
Oak Varnish, Outside or Inside mad «- peek. 2:26 
Oak Pale Copal do. re waa lea aS ee 118 0 
Hard Drying Oak for Inside ae ia a fs. 20 0 
Crystal Paper Varnish do. ... es aia ake a zoe 
Eggshell Flat Varnish do. ... ce oa pas yet 214 0 
Finest Carriage Varnish a hig eas ae ia 210 0 
Front Door Varnish ... a3 eh ate bie pes 200 
Japan Gold Size ee ee sag an ‘a a 112 6 
Black Japan ... Ps ee foe eo ine sf 114 0 
Brunswick Black saa <a Da aa RE a 110 0 
Berlin Black... <i rs eas aid ae ‘a | ee ee 
Terebene ae “a a és 18 0 
Knotting (1 gal. bottles free)... aa as sia a yo ee 
French and Brush Polish (do.) re are ree a 118 0 
GLASS 
Delivered London area. Per ft. See 
18 oz. Sheet Glass Ordinary Glazing Quality. Cut Sizes 5t 
yt a 9 2» * 1% 
26 oz. * - a 2 % * 10 


32 oz. * pi - * 1 
$ in. Rolled Plate . aad xs eee 
fs in. and } in. Rough Cast . 


1 
9 
0 

4 in. Figured Rolled and Cathedral, Standard patterns : 
White ad ala 9 
9 


_ 


do. Standard Tints 
do. Special Tints ... aa aa ae ies 
4 in. Pinstripe, Hammerstripe, Reeded, Reedlyte and 
Luminating ; da ae “ia ote 
4 in. Wired Cast 


n= 


4 J 
“ 4.2 

4 in. Georgian Wired Cast 1 25 
Hollow Glass Blocks— Each 
P.B.2 53 x 5S} x 3g in. 29 
P.B.3 7} x Li x 3% in. 42 
P.B.32 71? x < 3 in. 4 2 

— Corner ‘St i match ” with— 

P.B. 2 eee 
P.B. 3 6 9 
P.B. 32 a 6 9 

4 in. Polished Plate Glass, G. G. Quality— Per ft. super 
In plates not exceeding 2 ft. sup. % Sie 
fee fe 5 ft. sup. &:3 
ee a 45 ft. sup. Pe 
a) a 100 ft. sup. 5 6 


din. Polished Plate, extra sizes, i.e. plates enced 100 ft. 
sup. or 160 in. one way or 96 in. both ways. G.G. quality 
—Not exceeding 135 ft. sup. or 250 in. one vita’: or 135 in. 


both ways se ; + 
Not exceeding 180 ft. sup. or ditto Be ie ie $33 
Not exceeding 200 ft. sup. or ditto eas waa 16 0 


Plates exceeding 200 ft. sup., prices on application. 
Substances other than } in. Polished Plate at Special Prices. 
Quantity Tariff—Sheet and Sundry Glass. 
The following prices apply to minimum quantities of one size and one 
nattern delivered by the manufacturer to one site at one time. 
Minimum Per ft. super 
i d 


Description of Glass quantity s. 


18 oz. sheet O.Q. as a 4} 
A: xs a ea ms <a 2,000 6 
- Om ty ra we aaa ane ve ..- 2,000 7 
Oz. me sas eae es sce ae 10} 

re in. Rolled Plate 1,000 
4 in. Figured Rolled and “Cathedral Standard 

Patterns, White 1,000 7} 
} in. Pinstripe, Hammerstripe, Reeded, Luminating 

and Spotlyte... 1,000 10} 
fs. in. and } in. Rolled Plate or Rough Cast 2,000 103 
} in: Wired Cast, Hexagonal... ... 2,000 11Z 
3 in. Georgian Wired Cast... bes isa .» 2,000 1 Of 
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Oa Yam siiiiteras 
CURRENT RATES OF WAGES ty 
M 
elect 
AS FROM FEBRUARY 7, 1955. (Every endeavour is made to ensure accuracy but we cannot be one for errors.) oe 
the | 
PP KEY TO SCHEDULE OF GRADE RATES. Gr 
Aberdare eR NICS oF A Grade Classification. A Al A2 A3 SOL 
rgavenny raftsmen ... ae 3/94 3/9 3/83 3/8 Sittingbourne — ......00004.... I 
Abingdon Skegness U.D. ..... N 
Accrington ... Labourers ... eee 3/4 3/34 3/3 3/24 Skipton U.D. ...... men 
Addlestone . 
Aldeburgh Ma on PR on _ ae beer 
‘Aldershot District. ~~ Ste at ae ~ a a og ccccscceoceses wvescecoses A2 pen aes CB. 3, 1 
ae U.D Burnley Fleetwood i Li ar neem. of side 
wic! — t, 
Altrincham . ee CB. Scothemetan “v 
y soon Re mmaay xed St. Edmunds . Southend-on-Sea Dist. ...... RIV 
Ammanford ... 3 y 
Spalding U.D. li 
Calder Valley scietepeelvenaniee A StaBord M.B. .... poli 
i Par’ 
mbridge Manningtree ..........0.s000 VAI Stamford M. » ie ah 
Ashby-de-la-Zouch U.D... Mansfield M.B Stantonwick  .....seeeeeeeoovs state 
Ashby Woulds U.D ; desi 
Ashford (Kent) Mar: A2 : 
Ashford (Middlesex). Market tiarborousis U.D. A : FRI 
shington ead Cnty of aryport — ....... saver concececs Stockton-on-Tees ate 
Ashtead Caernarvonshire, Cnty. of iA2 Matlock U.D.. Stoke-on-Trent C.B. . 
Ashton-under-Lyne Carnforth Melksham .......... 
Aspatria and Brayton Castleford.. Xe. Melton Constable A2 .B. CH. 
Scermane R.D. (parts of) in Grimsby C.B. & R-D.(part) A Melton _ UD....Al ED, 3 T 
Ayles G: Grimsby R.D. . Gemainder) A2 Merthyr ... Perey 
‘ASiesby "la. we’ y gh Guildford Dis salen on * 
Aylesham ........ ES Chatham & District ...... Guilsborough to f 
Cheadle (Stafis) eae s AM 
elmsford ......++ eos eee Halesowen M.B. M ha - utton Al 
7 Halifax — tveetemnenannssonscost Dev 
Cherte vol A2 . pana inst 
he A NOMNIOUL.- sccnccccscpansaaba . 
Barnsley Chesterfiid LA ee “A | Swinton U.D. the 
-in- Furness tei er Al stre 
Barrow-upon-Soar R.D. Chester-le-Street U.D. ...... A 2) oe 
(exc. Thrussington A2)...A Chichester A2 “A enter len ceccccccccocccerer ses. PE! 
Barry A Chippenham (inc. Chippen- ost ¥ 
Basford R.D.(exc. Willough- ham Within and Harden- Al Vv 
by-on-the-Wolds Al) huish A2 Hatfield (H Al 
Basingstoke Chorley nA Hatheld ¢ —_ --- A “A app 
Seaenens cer Hemel Hempstead .... 7] North of, to Bieri" Me: 
Baxterley io aon we) Henley-on-Thames . Fe barge ae ay desi 
Beacons istrict Cleveleys .... wA Feruednieen C.B A 
ih North Shields ... 3. ie 
aN Norton Radstock 1 dur! 
eee A idge sam 
A Not ORS coin 
a Noneatoa MB A | Teabeides wai oe esta 
Al = 
Ad Oakham U.D. dis samskadesnnlae Uppingham (Salop) DO 
iz Uttoxeter U.D.  ...0.- r 
Gorell, Couniy oie Wakefield —........see000+ ie 
Coventry C.B Oxford jury the 
| Cranbrook Oxted eee eeeeeeereeeeeee Car 
Berrington ..... Cranleigh Od os aseee * ¥ 
Berwick District... Crawley (Sussex) .. Paignton deci 
Beverley Crewe Peterborough actt 
Bexhill-on-Sea Cromer o 
Biggleswad Crowborough ‘ Pickerin| stat 
Billericay uckfield ..... ine A Plymout Co: 
Billing oa : . Pontefract 
Billingham U.D. uf Dalton-in-Furness . ps i Pontypridd District... Wells (Norfolk)... owl 
Bilsthorpe a Darlington District Isle of Sheppey .A2 Portishead a Welwyn wel 
Birchington A2 Isle of Thanet J Portland Stoneyards Welwyn Gar. City... 
Birkenhead * Isle of Wight .. A2 West Bromwich C.B 
- " Westbury HI¢ 
Bishop open Peay A Westcliff-on-Sea.. 
Bishop’s Stortford.. A A y Westerham . B 
Bispham sk A Pulborough Weston-super-Mare £20 
Blackburn aA y . A eiaicrhireCo f 2 Weybridge F 
Blackpoo! oN Kettering M.B. . wot adnorshire, County of {A Weymouth ear! 
Blackwell a Keynsham WS nee ae hinasiornenincssnte Whitby U.D. the 
Blaydon_ U.D.... a Kidderminster M.B. or" Rayleigh . Whitstable and District ... e 
Blidworth ay King’s Lynn Al — oa Wickford —..seesseesseseeeeeee- A ad 
ee Dorset, County of (except- Kingskerswell .... Al edcar B. .. “ee 
; ; Kingsteignton ... .Al Redditch U.D. tric 
Bognor Regis.. --A2 ing Poole, Swanage and t Redhill and Rei , 
Boldon U.D. ... Aik Wimborne Al) A2 Kirkham A — igate Wo 
Bolsover U.D.... ters Dover Knaresborough U.D..........A pew siestvernsee seoeee wot 
Bolton hee Dovecot .... ~potaord ay GO aa : ochdale ... PP 
Bourne End a Al Deitch Me Lancas firrr 
Bournemout istrict roitwic! perce) ela M.B. a , 
Bracknell Dudley, MB. Leatherhead . Rugby MLB. ..... Windermere mor 
Bradford Saffron Walden ... Windsor and Eton .. ‘ tog 
Bradford-on-Avon | seen City esc. . Albans Wisbech 
Braintree Witham EX 
Breconshire, County of.. tas E. Glam. & Mon. Vai. Woneey (District) ~ 
- sc re ~ ul East Grinstead District ... Woramianeens” CB... T 
Bridlington ... ee ee Lincoln C.B. Sawbridgeworth . Woodbridge .....+++- org 
Brierfield Edenbrid Littlehampton Saxmundham Worcester C.B. .. of 
Brighouse... i 
aramaen ae Ind 
Bristo 
ar iL sickaisssdobees has 
re U.D... eossbese Ens 
Brough A Falmouth ......+. the 
remebeois (Cheshire) ......A Fareham ....... +a - 
Buckley A Faversham Lowestoft .... Shoeburyness ....cccceeseseeees ties 
_ For Birkenhead, Liverpool and London the rates are:—Craftsmen, 3s. 11d.; Labourers, 3s. 54d. In the case of London the ce ond the 12-mile radius is , ileal 10}¢.; Gri 
Labourers, 3s. 5d. ¢Plus 2d. per working day. }$ This is the County rate and applies except where higher grades are stated. x ~aepane 4t 
‘Note.—Carpenters and Joiners providing own tools when employed in establishments operating under the Supplementary Rules for Woodworking Factories and Shops, receive be 


2d. per day; when employed on other building industry work, 4d. 


per 
Women’s RATES.—In all districts throughout the country the rate of ba dns M women engaged in craft processes is 2s. 11d. per hour. Women engaged on work other thua 
craft processes, 2s. 7d. per hour. 
For Building Trade Wages in Scotland see page 396. 
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NEWS IN BRIEF 


ELECTION TO BOARD 


Mr. R. J. Sheppard, FRICS, has been 
elected to the board of the Co-operative 
Permanent Building Society in succession to 
the late Mr. W. H. Rhodes. 


SOLID FUEL APPLIANCES 


No. 10 in their series of lists of recom- 
mended domestic solid fuel appliances has 
been issued by the Coal Utilisation Council, 
3, Upper Belgrave-street, SW1, and super- 
sedes list No. 9 published in 1954. 


RIVER POLICE STATION, BRISTOL 


The reconstructed stonework for the river 
police Station, Bristol, was supplied by the 
Gloucester Stone Co., Ltd., and not as 
stated in our issue of February 18, when the 
design (which is by Mr. J. Nelson Meredith, 
FRIBA, Bristol City Architect) was illus- 
trated, 


CHANGE OF DATE 


The Ministry of Works discussion-lecture 
on “Structural Uses of Timber,” which was 
to have been given by Mr. Phillip O. Reece, 
AMICE, MIStructE, Director of the Timber 
Development Association, on March 9, will 
instead be given on March 30, at 7 p.m., in 
the Old Ship Hotel Assembly Rooms, Ship- 
street, Brighton. 


PERCY ESTATE ARCHITECTS 


Warwick Town Council has decided to 
appoint the Birmingham firm of architects, 
Messrs. Jackson and Edmonds, FF.RIBA, to 
design and supervise the building of the 
houses on the town’s £1m. Percy Estate 
during the first year’s programme. The 
same architects supervised the layout of the 
estate. 


DOVER HOUSING 


Dover Borough Council, after considering 
the experimental houses recently erected at 
Canterbury’s London-road_ Estate, have 
decided not to build similar houses. The 
actual cost of the Canterbury houses, it was 
stated, was £1,318, and the Dover Housing 
Committee had formed the opinion that their 
own Al type, costing £1,407, was superior, as 
well as offering more accommodation. 


HIGHER INCOME BRICKLAYING 


Bricklayers have been offered more than 
£20 a week by an Evesham building firm. To 
earn this amount under a bonus scheme, 
the men must lay from 750 to 1,000 bricks 
a day. Mr. G. R. Massey, Worcester dis- 
trict organiser of the Transport and General 
Workers’ Union, has said ‘that the offer 
applies to free-lance bricklayers, and that the 
firm making the offer embodies the success 
story of two bricklayers who built a house. 
together and then went into business. 


EXHIBITION TOUR 


The 100 Good Catalogues Exhibition, 
organised jointly by the British Federation 
of Master Printers and the Council of 
Industrial Design, is now touring, and 
has already visited seven large towns in 
England and Scotland. It will be shown at 
the annual conference of the Home Coun- 
ties Printers’ Alliance being held at the 
Grand Hotel, Eastbourne, from March 
4 to 7; and from March 11 to 18, it will 
be housed in the Medway College of Aft, 
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Rochester. The Art Gallery Civic Centre, 
Southampton, will be its next port of call, 
from March 26 to April 5. 


DIRECT LABOUR AT LITHERLAND 


Litherland (Lancs) Council have decided 
to build a number of council houses by 
direct labour, despite a protest that there 
should be no preferential treatment as be- 
tween council and outside concerns, and 
that the houses should go out to tender. 


HOUSING AT LIVERPOOL, 1955 


Liverpool Corporation Finance Committee 
have approved building schemes which will 
involve a total estimated capital expenditure 
in 1955 of £11,189,493. Originally the esti- 
mated cost was £11,529,788, but certain re- 
visions allowed a cut of £340,295. 


BRITISH STANDARDS 

The following British Standards have been 
issued by the British Standards Institution: 
BS 1331 “ Builders’ Hardware for Housing,” 
price 6s.; BS 2560 “Exit Signs,” price 3s.; 
BS 2051 “Steel Nipple Pipe Fittings (for 
Brazing),” price 4s. Copies from the British 
Standards Institution, British Standards 
House, 2, Park-street, W1. 


PROPOSED SWIMMING BATHS 


Two swimming-bath schemes being planned 
by municipal authorities include one at 
Ilford, where the Town Council wants to get 
Ministry approval for a £650,000 baths 
establishment (but will wait for a further 
report from its finance committee first), and 
another at Scunthorpe. 


PRIZE WINNERS 


The winners of the cash prizes in the 
“Robbialac” Salesmanship Diploma Exami- 
nation Competition, concluded on October 
15, 1954, are as follows: first prize of £75, 
Mr. R. A. Bramble (F. Morecroft and 
Sons), 100, High-street, Dover, Kent; second 
prize of £50, Mrs. B. Briddon (C. H. Hay- 
craft and Son), 13-14, Adelphi - street, 
Preston, Lancs.; third prize of £35, Mr. T. 
Snipe (Edgar Dent), 208, Monton-road, 
Monton, Eccles, Lancs. These were pre- 
sented with their cheques by Mr. John 
Nicholson, managing director of Jenson and 
Nicholson, Ltd., the organisers of the com- 
petition, on February 22, at Jenson House, 
Carpenter’s-road, Stratford, E15. A large 
number of consolation prizes of £10 each 
have also been awarded. 


BUILDING SOCIETY RATES 


The increase in the Bank Rate to 34 per 
cent. on January 27 and the still greater 
increase to 44 per cent. on February 24 
were commented upon by Sir Harold Bell- 
man, chairman, at the annual meeting of 
the Abbey National Building Society, on 
February 25. The first and foremost con- 
clusion to be drawn from the hardening of 
interest rates, he said, was that building 
societies were not institutions which could, 
or should, move with every variation in 
short-term interest rates, least of all with 
movements in the Bank Rate. Another was 
that in prevailing circumstances short-term 
interest rates, including the Bank Rate, 
seemed likely to move fairly frequently 
Consequently, it was more than ever the 
duty of building societies to maintain what 
had hitherto been their traditional policy 
of reasonable stability of interest rates over 
considerable periods of time. 


TRADE NEWS 


FIRM’S CENTENARY 


The firm of Szerelmey, Ltd., founded in 
1855, have marked their centenary by the 
publication of a new edition of “ The Cause 
and Cure of Damp and Decay in Masonry.” 
Copies from the company at 273-277, 
Rotherhithe New-road, SE16. 


HOUSE MAGAZINE 


The February issue of “ The Bison Trail,” 
house magazine of Concrete, Ltd. 16, 
Northumberland-avenue, WC2, is the first 
to be produced professionally, by Teamwork 
Magazines, Ltd. It contains illustrated 
articles on the new Drakelow power station, 
as well as Spooner’s stores at Plymouth, 
with articles about the company itself. 
Future numbers will be published regularly 
in February and October of each year. 


HIGH DENSITY HARDBOARDS 


The one-eighth and __ three-sixteenths 
board made by Celotex, Ltd., North 
Circular-road, NW10, are now to be known 
as “Five Star” hardboard. These high 
density boards are made from selected 
home-grown timber, and are understood to 
have a high resistance to moisture, permit- 
ting, cellulosing, varnishing or painting. 


DIRECT HOT WATER SUPPLIES 


The “Ideal” No. 10 Neofire, being pro- 
duced by Ideal Boilers and Radiators, Ltd., 
of Hull, by using a 30-gallon direct cylinder, 
is understood to satisfy all the domestic needs 
of the usual modern house, effectively using 
60 per cent. of generated heat from 2 lb. 
or so of smokeless fuel an hour. Its features 
include easy access to back flue, gas ignition 
burner for easy fire lighting, and contro] of 
burning rate. 


CORRECT FIREPLACE FIXING 


For some time, members of the North 
Staffordshire Tile Fireplace Association, 
Moorlands Chambers, Trinity-street, Hanley, 
Stoke-on-Trent, have been concerned about 
damage caused to fireplaces by incorrect 
fixing. To remedy the position the Associa- 
tion has prepared a comprehensive instruc- 
tion leaflet for use by fixers which explains 
the sequence of operations for a typical tile 
fireplace installation. -Members are attach- 
ing a copy of the instructions to everv 
surround before it leaves their factories. 


SLIDING DOORS FILM 


A film entitled “ The Sliding Door” has 
been produced by E. Hill Aldam and Co., 
Ltd., Haslemere-avenue, SW18, and edited 
by Gateway Film Productions, Ltd. The 
film is a 16mm, colour/sound preduction 
of approximately 40 minutes’ duration, and 
the sound commentary is by Mr. Frank 
Phillips of the BBC. It shows typical 
examples of English architecture and sliding 
doors. Scenes are also shown of Rhodesia, 
South Africa, Jamaica and India. 


PLASTIC SURFACED SHEET 


Richard Klinger, Ltd., of Sidcup, Kent, 
manufacturers of “Klingerit” compressed 
asbestos jointing, have introduced a new 
product named “ Klingdecor” which is a 
decorative plastic surfaced sheet. Basically, 
it is a thin asbestos fibre sheet faced with 
resin-impregnated papers which incerporate 
super-hard melamine. It is available in a 
wide range of colours and is said to with- 
stand hard usage without deterioration. 


_G 
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OVERSEAS BUILDING 


[From Our Own Correspondents] 


Australia—In Adelaide a_ two-storey 
block at the corner of King William-street 
and Pirie-street is to be replaced by the new 
multi-storey building to be erected for the 
‘City Mutual Life Assurance Society. Bagot’s 
Executor and Trustee Co., is to build a 
£145,000 building on North-terrace in place 
ef the Harvey Chambers building, and the 
£800,000 St. Peter’s College will rise on the 
site now occupied by the Metters building 
situated at the corner of Grenfell-street and 
Gawler-place. Hanson and Yuncken, Ltd., 
have obtained the contract for erecting 
Bagot’s building. 

Plans have been announced for the 
rebuilding of the Myer Emporium store at 
Rundle-street. An eight-storey block is to 
take its place. Plans are now being drawn 
up.... Melbourne architects Stephenson 
and Turner (FF.RIBA), in association with 
Mr. S. M. Siddall, South Australia’s Archi- 
tect-in-Chief, are helping to bring to a 
conclusion plans for the £4m. Queen Eliza- 
beth Hospital at Woodville. The firm of 
Caradoc, Ashton, Fisher, Woodhead and 
Beaumont Smith have been named as 
having a connection with this large project. 

Work on widening the Geelong-Mel- 
bourne road is now being carried out. The 
whole work, which includes 17 miles of 
road and seven new bridges, will cost in 
the region of £14m. . The City Council 
in Sydney is to build a number of parking 
stations in the region of £4m each. The 
first station is to be erected on a site in 
Kent-street and it is understood that 
tenders have already been received for this 
project.... Bonds Industries plan to 
invest £175,000 on mill extensions at Went- 
worthville. J.. Blackwood and Son., Ltd., 
of Waterloo, plan to spend £70,000 on ware- 
house and offices. At Wollongong a 
£100,000 building is to be erected for the 
Port Kembla branch of the Ironworks 
Federation. There is also news of a 
Workers’ Club building, which will cost 
some £200,000. Plans for this club show 
a building of two floors, but additions will 
be made later. 

The Commonwealth Bank has paid 
£70,000 for the freehold of the Sir Walter 
Scott Hotel in Melbourne. A branch bank 
is to be built on the site of the hotel... . 
The Western North Queensland city of 
Mount Isa is to have a new £300,000 hos- 
pital. Mount Isa Mines, Ltd., is to con- 
tribute £50,000 towards the cost... . Work 
has. recently commenced on a sewerage plan 
for Brisbane estimated to cost in the region 
of £280,000. Fourteen miles of sewers will 
be constructed. ... In the town of South 
Coast, building permits have been passed 
to the value of £969,463, covering the four 
months in the period 1954-55. One permit 
is for a site in Surfer’s Paradise, where there 
are plans for the building of a £50,000 hotel. 


Australia—The chief executive of the 
Internationa] Road Federation, Sir Donald 
Gainer, has urged a long-range national plan 
for roads and road development in Aus- 
tralia; He has urged the setting up of a 
National Road Development Board to cover 
the requirements of all the federal govern- 
ments. 


’ British Honduras.—As part of a $2,400,000 
development project, the government pro- 
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pose to raise locally a loan of $400,000 to 
finance improvements to the port facilities 
and housing schemes in Belize. 


East Africa—A large building scheme is 
being planned for Nairobi, Kenya. This 
scheme is being backed by Mitchell Cotts 
(East Africa), Ltd., and the Pearl Assurance 
Co., Ltd. Mitchell Cotts plan to build an 
eight-storey block of offices and a two-storey 
block of showrooms and offices. The Pearl 
Assurance Co. is to erect a five-storey office 
block. Cost of the buildings is said to be 
in the region of £m. They will be on three 
plots in the centre of the city, near the 
law courts building in City-square. 

Work has now commenced on a new large 
electric power station at Kipevu, which is 
estimated to cost £1m. The Mombasa 
District Commissioner is in possession of 
the plans for this scheme. He also has 
details of other schemes which have not yet 
been published. One of these concerns six 
three-storey blocks of flats for Africans. 
The scheme is to be built by an oil com- 
pany and the cost is said to be about 
£90,000. 

The Nairobi Council has expressed satis- 
faction with the progress being made with 
the new £im. cigarette factory now being 
erected. Coupled with the factory is a big 
housing scheme for African workers which 
is in its first phase. The cost of the scheme 
is said to be £140,000. Three-storey flats 
will be built in the African suburb of Shauri 
Moyo for 470 workers, and it is also planned 
to construct a communal centre to serve 
the whole scheme. 

The East African Power and Lighting 
Company is considering a scheme at Seven 
Forks Bay, on the upper Tana River, to 
produce 100,000 kw. (when the water is 
plentiful). The East African department vf 
the Colonial Office in London can be 
approached regarding new electric power 
schemes for East Africa. 
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Iraq.—The Development Board of Iraq 
has invited a number of consultants to 
submit proposals for the design and specifi- 
cations of the 30,000 kw. steam plant which 
is to be erected at Dibbis, near Kirkuk. .. . 
Many large schemes are out to tender, 
including the headworks of the Latifiyah 
project, the further stages in the Greater 
Mussaiyib scheme, the construction of a 
class D runway at Bamirni airport, near 
Mosul, etc. 


Jamaica—Test drilling for oil is being 
started in three areas by the Base Metals Cor- 
poration of Toronto, Canada. . . . The Prince- 
ton Film Centre in the USA and the Indus- 
trial Development Corporation of Holly- 
wood are to build a two-stage film studio 
in Kingston estimated to cost £105,000; 
work is to start this year... . . The Casa 
Blanca Hotel Co. of Kingston has recently 
bought a 24-acre site for the construction 
of an hotel at Doctors Cove Beach. 


Trinidad—The Tourist Board are spon- 
soring the development of Maracas Bay, and 
tenders are about to be invited for a building 
housing a bar, snackette, lounge, changing 
cubicles, covered car parks, and other ameni- 
ties. Design is by Anthony Lewis, FRIBA, of 
Port-of-Spain. The government have voted 
$111,765 for the project, . . . Tenders are 
being invited by the chief architect, Works 
and Hydraulics Dept., for development of 
the Fantasie site, Port-of-Spain, with houses 
for senior government officials. The present 
contract will comprise two detached bunga- 
lows and two blocks of maisonettes, esti- 
mated to cost $120,000. 


Uruguay.—Tenders for the construction 
of the new hydro-electric plant at Rincon 
de Baygorria, on the Rio Negro, Uruguay, 
have now been opened to tender. The cost 
of the work is estimated at $160m (Uru- 
guayan), of which half is to be financed 
from a loan issued by the International 
Bank for Reconstruction and Development 
and the remainder by local loans. 


BRUSSELS EXHIBITION 


*British firms who are interested in the 
possibility of exhibiting in the Brussels 
Exhibition in 1958 (details of which were 
given in The Builder of December 10) are 
asked to let the Board of Trade know by 
April 30 of this year. Such a notification 
will not commit them to taking part in the 
exhibition; definite booking of space will 
not be asked for until late 1956 or early 
1957. But by June 30 of the present year 
the Board of Trade needs to have some 
idea of the total amount of space likely to 
be required by British industry, so as to 
ensure that, in laying out the exhibition 
grounds, the Belgian authorities allot. the 
United Kingdom a sufficiently large area. 

The exhibition will be held from April 15 
to October 15, 1958. The Belgian authori- 
ties propose to offer awards of merit for 
competition between individual manufac- 
turers. But they have also stipulated that 
non-Belgian manufacturers wishing to com- 
pete for such awards must be accommodated 
within the total area allotted to their country 
of origin. 

The official UK exhibit, which is to be 
organised by the Central Office of Informa: 





*From the Board of Trade Special Register In- 
formation Service. 
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tion on behalf of the Foreign Office and 
which is intended to be broadly representa- 
tive of this country’s achievements within 
the main theme of the exhibition (Man in 


F relationship to his material environment), is 
‘ unlikely to take a form which will easily 
) incorporate displays by individual firms. 
» Accordingly, the Government intends, pro- 


vided that industry indicates the necessary 


| support, to erect a special pavilion in which 
§ space will be let at cost price to UK firms 


who are anxious to exhibit. A rough pre- 


| liminary estimate (at current prices) of the 


cost of space, including a’ shell stand, is 
£3 per sq. ft. Clearly the size of this indus- 
trial pavilion will depend on the number 


of firms wishing to take part and on the 
) size of their stands. 


Equally clearly the 
size of this industrial pavilion will affect 
the total size of the UK area, and it is the 
bid for this which the Government has to 
decide and submit to the Belgian authorities 
by June 30 this year. 

Firms interested in the matter are accord- 
ingly asked to get in touch as soon as pos- 


sible with the Exhibitions Branch of the 
| Board of Trade, Lacon House, Theobalds- 


road, WC2. The branch will be glad to 
make available to them such additional 
information as it possesses itself. 


( PROPOSED BRIDGE, AUSTRALIA 


*The following additional information has 
been received from the Export Services 


| Branch, Board of Trade, regarding the con- 


struction of a bridge across the Swan River, 
Perth, Australia (previous information about 
this project was published in The Builder 
of February 11):— 

Interested United Kingdom contractors 
should write expressing their interest in this 


| project to The Indent and Shipping Officer, 
) Agent-General for Western Australia, Savoy 


House, 115-116, Strand, WC2, so that their 
names can be recorded for the issue of 
official tenders when available. 

Telephone inquiries to Chancery 4411, 
ext. 738 or 771, quoting ref. ESB/ 1516/55. 


HINGES INQUIRY 
*The Moore Handley Hardware Co., 400, 


DN. Water-street, Mobile, Alabama, USA, are 


interested in receiving quotations from UK 
manufacturers of brass-plated ball pin butts 
(hinges), dull and polished, sizes 3 in., 34 in. 
and 4 in. 

Manufacturers interested in this inquiry 
should write by air-mail direct to Mr. H. E. 
Ross, manager of the Alabama firm, with 
full details of their offers and quotations in 
US dollars, cif Mobile, Alabama. Telephone 
inquiries to Chancery 4411, ext. 776, quoting 
ref. ESB/3752/55. 


INDIAN INDUSTRIES FAIR 


“Further information regarding the 
Indian Industries Fair, to be held in New 
Delhi from October 29 to December 15 this 
year (details of which were given in The 


| Builder of November 19), is as follows: — 


Exhibits will be exempt from customs duty 
at the time of customs clearance, provided 
they are re-exported from India within six 
months from their arrival, and not eight 
months as previously stated. 

The fair is to be organised in two main 
Sections. One is confined to Indian exhibi- 
tors, whilst the other is for foreign exhibitors 
who are to be grouped in national pavilions. 


THE BUILDER 


It is understood that a number of countries, 
including the USA, Russia, Czechoslovakia 
and Germany, are likely to have pavilions. 
There may also be a small hall in the 
foreign section devoted to foreign exhibitors 
who prefer to exhibit individually rather 
than in national pavilions. 

Auger and Turner Group, Ltd., Autur 
House, 40, Gerrard-street, W1 (telephone: 
Gerrard 6671), have agreed to organise a 
UK pavilion, and inquiries for space should 
be sent to Auger and Turner as soon as 
possible. They have booked a site of 
40,000 sq. ft. and anticipate the pavilion 
building will occupy at least 25,000 sq. ft. 
and that the remainder of the site will be 
used for outdoor exhibits. The charge 
inside the pavilion for space, shell stand 
and normal electric light fittings will be 
38s. per sq. ft.; space outside the pavilion 
will be 15s. per sq. ft. 

The Exhibition and Fairs Branch, Board 
of Frade (telephone: Chancery 4411, ext. 
539), will be pleased to answer inquiries 
about this fair (reference CRE/E and 
F/228/54 should be quoted). 


EARTHENWARE AND HARDWARE 


*Messrs. Eric West Agencies, PO Box 
1564, Cape Town, South Africa, would like 
to represent UK manufacturers of wall and 
floor tiles, sanitary earthenware, carpenters’ 
tools, and certain items of builders’ and 
domestic hardware. 

Exporters interested in this inquiry should 
write direct to Messrs. Eric West Agencies, 
giving full details of their offers. Telephone 
inquiries to Chancery 4411, ext. 776, quoting 
ref. ESB/28296/54. 


CINDER BRICK PLANT 


A cinder brick factory is to be built 
beside the Lenin Metallurgical Works at 
Diosgyér, North-East Hungary, to process 
a small mountain of cinder which has accu- 
mulated there. Building of the factory will 
begin in March. It is expected that it will 
have a daily output of up to 80,000 cinder 
bricks, which cost less than those of clay. 








UNITONE 


(REGD. TRADE MARK) 


ACOUSTILES 


UNITON LIMITED 
Acoustic and Insulation Division 
25 Coptic St., New Oxford St., London, W.C.1 
LANgham 5736 and MUSeum 7460 
Sole Distributors for Scotland: 
CHARLES TENNANT & CO. LTD., 

22 Blythswood Square, Glasgow, C.2 
Central 2291/5 
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NEW DAM AND HARBOUR 
Progress on Commonwealth Projects 


AFTER six months’ work on the Boerasirie 
Extension Scheme in British Guiana, Sir 
Lindsay Parkinson and Co., Ltd. report good 
progress. This £900,000 contract was 
awarded to the British company by the 
British Guiana Government, with the assent 
of the Colonial Office, because of the com- 
pany’s experience of similar work in Egypt, 
Australia and India. 

The work involves the excavation of 
approximately 84 million cu. yds. of earth 
in 36 miles of conservancy dam, and 1,310 
miles of canals and drainage trenches. By 
the time the work has been completed, in 
three to four years’ time, the contractors 
will have built 152 large and small reinforced 
concrete headworks, sluices, bridges, in 
connection with the drainage and irrigation 
of an area of 129,763 acres. Technicians 
have been sent from this country and a 
number of Guianese are being trained in 
civil and mechanical engineering. Sheet 
piling and cement will also be shipped out. 
The contractors have developed with the 
aid of British firms a special type of 
machine for consolidating and shaping the 
dams and they also have had built locally 
small barges and tugs for transportation. 

Sir Lindsay Parkinson and Co., Ltd., are 
also working on a more ambitious project 
in the Gold Coast. This is the Tema 
Harbour contract, worth £8m. In this 
instance the work is being done in conjunc- 
tion with John Howard and Co., Ltd. To 
facilitate matters a new company, Parkinson, 
Howard and Co., Ltd., was registered. The 
scheme will take five years to complete. 
The work is at present in the preliminary 
stages. Quarries are being opened and it 
is probable that cement will be shipped 
out. This work is part of the £40m. Volta 
project which has been under consideration 
for several years. Consulting engineers on 
the scheme are Sir William Halcrow and 
Partners. 


TENDERING RESULTS 
MoW to Notify Within Seven Days 


THe Joint Consultative Committee of 
Architects, Quantity Surveyors and Builders 
were informed at their meeting on February 
14 by the Ministry of Works that in future 
in straightforward cases of tenders for build- 
ing works the practice of Government 
Departments will be to inform all tenderers 
of their position within seven days of the 
closing date for the receipt of tenders. The 
lowest tenderer will be informed that his 
offer is under consideration and that his 
Bills are required for examination. The 
offers of the remaining tenderers will be 
declined, with the exception of those of the 
second and third lowest, who will be advised 
that their tenders do not appear to be the 
most favourable, but that the priced Bills 
will be applied for if it should later be 
decided to consider one of them. The 
second and third tenderers will be informed 
as soon as the contract is finally placed. 

This news was given by Mr. Harvey G. 
Frost, OBE (President, National Federa- 
tion) in the course of a speech to the annual 
meeting of the Midland Federation of Build- 
ing Trades Employers. Mr. Frost added 
that he hoped the local authorities would 
now see their way clear to follow the 
Government’s example. 





THE 


Town Centre, Glenrothes 

AN immediate start is to be made with 

the erection of the first shopping 
development forming the initial building pro- 
ject at the town centre of the new town of 
Glenrothes. The Glenrothes Development 
Corporation has accepted the offer of Stuart 
and Sons (Housing) Ltd., building contrac- 
tors, Glasgow, for the construction of the 
new building. The new premises will com- 
prise fourteen shop units with dwelling 
houses above designed by the Corporation’s 
chief architect. The building is to be erec- 
ted at the east end of the town centre and 
will provide necessary shopping accommo- 
dation for the adjoining Auchmuty precinct 
of over 1,000 houses. 

Negotiations are proceeding with the 
Ministry of Works for the reservation of 
building space for government buildings to 
be erected within the town centre. 


Proposed Graving Dock 


A REPRESENTATIVE CONFERENCE was held 
recently in Glasgow in which progress 
was made in the negotiations for a 
new graving dock on the Clyde capable 
of accommodating the largest ocean- 
going vessels. Mr. John MacLean pre- 
sided and the organisations represented 
included the Corporation of Greenock, 
Greenock Harbour Trust, the Glasgow and 
Clyde Shipowners’ Association, the Clyde 
Ship Repairers’ Association and the Clyde 
Navigation Trust. Also at the conference 
was Sir James McNeill on behalf of John 
Brown and Co. (Clydebank), Ltd. 

Among the sites suggested for this project 
are the Great Harbour at Greenock and-an 
area west of Scotts’ shipbuilding yard and 
a portion of Cardwell Bay, at Gourock. The 
dock proposed measures 1,200 ft. by 160 ft. 
with a maximum depth of 47 ft. The cost 
has been estimated at over £5m. 


Berwickshire’s New School 


THE FIRST NEW SCHOOL to be built in 
Berwickshire for 15 years was opened 
recently at Grantshouse. The school, 
which accommodates 100, is of a type com- 
pletely new in Scotland, being constructed 
almost entirely with prefabricated parts, and 
erected—apart from site preparation and 
underbuilding—in nine weeks. Its cost, 
including furnishings and fittings, was 
£17,000. 

The school was built by Medway Build- 
ings and Supplies, Ltd., in conjunction with 
the Berwickshire County Architect, Mr. 
D. S. Miller, LRIBA, ARIAS. Apart from 
a brick entrance and boiler room, the build- 
ing is of timber construction, interior walls 
being covered with plasterboard. One side 
of each classroom is almost all glass, and 
there are, in addition, curved “ Perspex ” 
roof lights so that shadows are minimised. 


Public House, Glenrothes 


AT A MEETING of Glenrothes Develop- 
ment Corporation, Sir Garnet Wilson pre- 
siding, plans were recently approved for the 
first new public house for Glenrothes. . The 
public house is to be erected for J. and N. 
Rintoul, Ltd., of Edinburgh, on a site which 
fronts three streets at Woodside precinct. 
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The architectural treatment of the proposed 
building is on modern lines, and once the 
necessary consents have been obtained it is 
anticipated that building operations will go 
forward without delay with a view to com- 
pleting the premises within a year. 


Dunvegan Castle Preservation 


To ENSURE the continued occupancy of 
Dunvegan Castle, in Skye, by the Chiefs of 
their Clan, MacLeods the world over are 
banding themselves together to share the 
expense of repair, maintenance and upkeep 
of the castle, its gardens and surrounding 
grounds. 

DAME FrLora MacLeop, who welcomes 
the movement in a message tc her clan, 
describes the roof and walls of the castle 
as “dying of old age,” but says that the 
danger was discovered in time, and repairs 
begun last year are to be resumed in the 
early spring. Every roof has been, or will 
be, relaid in copper, and the outer walls 
reharled, under the direction of Wm. Arnott 
McLeod and Co., Ltd. The cost is estimated 
at £20,000. 


Bus Station 
ScoTTISH OMNIBUSES, LTD., are ready to 
start building a bus station in Clyde-street, 
Edinburgh, which should be in operation by 
early autumn. The station, which is to cost 
£4m. will be the largest and most. modern 
in Scotland. 
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SCOTTISH BUILDING 2 
TRADE WAGES 


FOLLOWING are rates of wages 
authorised by the Scottish National 
Joint Council as from February 7, 1955, 
They apply to the whole of Scotland, 
including the islands of Orkney, 
Shetland, etc. 
Grade A: Craftsmen, 3s. 94d.; Labourers, 3s. 44d. 
For apprentices, the rates are: 


Percentage of 
Craftsman’s rate. 


For weei: of 
hour 

25 

tg 

oot 


For female eerie Bes rates are: 
Operatives on craft operations (at end of 
probationary period) P 


Operatives on labouring operations ca 
end of probationary. period) 











Builders’ Year Book 


Tue Year Book and Directory for i955 
of the Scottish National Building Trades’ 


Federation (Employers) is now available. 


Copies (price 2s. 6d.) may be obtained from 
Mr. D. McCowan Hill, secretary and 
treasurer, 13 Woodside-crescent, Charing 
Cross, Glasgow, C3. (Tel.: Douglas 7144) 


Aberdeen Housing Plan 

ABERDEEN HousING COMMITTEE on Feb- 
ruary 21, approved a lay-out plan for the 
second of the four parts of their latest 
housing scheme, which is to be at Summer- 
hill. There will be a total of just under 
1,000 houses in the scheme: Work will 
begin later this year, and be completed in 
about four years. 


NEW BUILDINGS 


Carfin.—Lanarkshire CC has had plans approved 
for scheme of 66 houses ‘at the Bowling Green site. 
Architect, Samuel MacColl (A), County-bldgs., Beck- 
ford-st., Hamilton West. 


Glasgow.—Plans approved for alterations and addi- 
tions for C. B. Ewing at Queens-dr., Cathcart-rd. 
—_.- Frank Burnet, Boston & Bell, 180, Hope- 

, Glasgow. 


pei —Plans are in hand for the Hutchieson 
Educational Trust, Hutchieson-bldgs., 158, Ingram- 
st., City, for new *school buildings at the Hutchieson 
Boys’ ablic Grammar School. Architect, N. R. J. 
Johnstone (F), 256, West George-st., Glasgow. 


Glasgow.—Plans by their own architects for exten- 
sions and alterations at the Dumbarton-rd. Garage 
for the British Electricity Authority. 168, Broomhill- 
dr., Kelvinside, have been approved; as have also 
plans for new electricity sub-station at Acre-rd., Mary- 


gg ey have been prepared for John 
Miller & Sons, , 64, Fordneuk-st., for alterations 
and new Cavainee "at ‘Rogart-st. ie Bridgeton Cross. 
Architect, William Murdoch Mcmenan (A), 8, India- 
st., Charing Cross, Glasgow. 


Glasgow.—Plans have been sonestes for demoli- 
tion, alterations and additions for F. Woolworth 
& Co., Ltd., at Argyll and Miller-sts., Wine Archi- 
ae H. Winbourne (F), Martins Bank-bldgs., Water- 

, Liverpool. 


Glasgow.—Plans for the University Court of the 
University of Glasgow have been approved for altera- 
tions and additions, etc., at the Andersen College- 
bldgs., _Dumbarton-rd., Partick. Architects, John 
Keppie,& Henderson & Gleave, 196, West Regent- 
st., Glasgow. 


Greenock.—Plans prepared by their architects have 
been approved for alterations and additions and new 
showrooms at Duncan-st. for Macintyre, Ltd., garage 
proprietors and motor omnibus builders, Duncan-st. 


Greenock.—Plans have been approyed for recon- 
struction and additions for J. & J. Denholm Ltd., at 
Octavia-ter., Westend. Architects, Frank Burnet, 
Boston & Bell, 180, Hope-st., Glasgow. 


Ladywell.—Lanarkshire CC has had plans orepercd 
for extension to the Protestant school. The Coun: 

A is William R. Watt (F), Education Offices, ‘hiner 
st., Motherwell-Wishaw. 
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THE BUILDER 


FUTURE CONSTRUCTION 


Full details of Public Appointments open will be 
found in the Advertisement pages of this and 
previous issues, I 


CONTRACTS OPEN 


For some contracts still open. but not included in 
this list see previous issues. Those with an asterisk 
are advertised in this number. The dates at the heads 
of paragraphs are those for the submission of tenders; 
a dagger (+) denotes closing date for applications; the 
nzme and address at the end refer to the person from 
whom particulars may be obtained. 


BUILDING 


MARCH 7. 
*tWakefield City C.—Building 


Park. City E 
MARCH 9. 

*+Chester-le-Street RDC.—Ten bungalows, Fence 
houses. F. Bowman (A), Estate Office, Great North- 
rd., Birtley, Co. Durham. Tenders by April 6. 

*+Mitcham BC.—Public convenience, High-st., 
Colliers Wood, SW19, BE&S. Tenders by March 30. 

*+Wimbledon BC.—Conversion work, public baths. 
Latimer-rd., SW19. BE&S. 


MARCH 10. 
*tSurrey CC.—Clinic, Cobham. 
Kingston-on-Thames. 
MARCH 11, 
*Walthamstow BC.— Offices, shops, flats, etc. TC. 


MARCH 12. 

*tEton RDC.—Extension of Council offices. G. L. 
Bridger, clerk. Dep. £3 3s. 

*tTrent River Bd.—Garage and store at laboratories, 
Meadow-la., Nottingham. Clerk, 206, Derby-rd., 
Nottingham, 

*+West Sussex CC.—First instalment new Steyning 
C of E primary school; same, new Lancing 
Boundstone-la. primary oe County A, 
Chichester. Tenders by April 


MARCH 14. 

*Cardiff City C.—34 hous, 
Rumney estate. City S. Dep. £ 

*Crawley Development is Industrial 
estate. Chief A, Broadfield, Crawley. 

*+Portsmouth City C.—Six flats, Lake-rd.. City A, 
1, Western-parade. Dep. £1. 

*+Portsmouth City C.—Old people’s home, Flint 
House, Drayton. City A, 1, Western-parade. 


Dep. £1 
MARCH 15. 

*+Durham CC.—Pair of houses for fire officers, 
Hizh Carr, Durham. County A, Durham. 

*tDurham County Police Authority.—Police houses, 
South Stanley, Bowburn and Stanhope. G. R. Clay- 
ton (F) Architect, Court-la., Durham. 

*tEnfield UDC.—Four shops with maisonettes over 
and 12 flats, High-st., Ponders End. Frank Lee, 
E&S. 7, Little Park-gdns. Dep. £2 2s. Tenders by 
April 6. 1s 


MARCH 
**Sutton and Cheam BC.—16 dwellings adjoining 
The Rectory, Cheam, BE&S. Dep. £3 3s. Tenders 


by April 15 
MARCH 17. 
*+Blackburn CBC.—12 shops and 11 flats, 
worth estate. BE. Dep. £2 2s. 


MARCH 18. 
*+Coventry Corpn.—Nursery school, Parkgate-rd. 
City A, Bull-yard. Dep. £2 2s. Tenders by April 27. 
*+Southampton BC.—Frection of Weston Park Sec. 
Girls’ Sch. Boro’ A. Dep. £1. . Tenders by April 2. 


MARCH 21. 

*Oldham CBC. Holts 
estate. Cameron & Middleton. chartered quantity 
surveyors, 21. Queen-st. Dep. £2 2s. 

*Prescot UDC.—Laying of sewers and erection of 
50 houses, St. James estate. Gornall, Kelly & Ptnrs., 
architects, 155. The Albany, Old Hall-st.. Liver- 
pool. 3: or E&S. Dep. £2 2s. 

*+Wanstead and Woodford BC.—Dvwellings, 
Waltham-rd., Woodford Bridge. Tooley & Foster, 
architects, Midland Bank-chbrs., Buckhurst Hill. 


centre, Thornes 


County A, 


wpe crescent, 


Shads- 


MARCH 22. 

*Grantham BC.—34 houses. BS. Dep. £2 2s. 
_*Greenwich BC.—24 dwellings, etc., ‘Little Heath 
site. BE&S. 

*Huntingdon CC.—Assembly hall, etc., 
secondary school. County A, Huntingdon. 
& 2S. 

*Ilford BC.—Shelters. and bowls 
Pavilion, Barley-la. BE&S 


MARCH 23, 
*Aireborouch UDC.—Pavilion, 
Rawdon. E&S. Dep. £2 2s. 


MARCH 2 
“Darlington CBC.—Stage I, “College of Further 
Education, Cleveland-ave. Boro’ A, Central-bldgs. 
Dep. £2 2s. 


Stanground 
Dep. 


convenience 


Micklefield Park, 


MARCH 28. 
*Barnsley CBC.—154 ‘houses, Athersley North and 
Hummingley-la. estates. 


MARCH 29. 
*Brighton CBC.—Factory, Hollingbury Industrial 
are D. J. Howe, MICE, 26-30, King’s-rd. Dep. 
Ss. 


MARCH 30. 
*ANMridge UDC.—84 houses, Redhouse estate. 
C. E. Anderson, E&S, 9, Leighswood-rd. Dep. £2 2s. 


MARCH 31. 
CBC.—Extensions, Municipal 
Boro’ A, 30, Alexandra-st. Dep. 


APRIL 1. 
*Chertsey UDC.—26 houses, Longbourne-way, St. 
Anns-rd. site. E&S. Dep. £1 1s. 


APRIL 2. 
*Swinton and Pendlebury BC.—13 
maisonettes over, Rake-la., Clifton. 


£2 29. 
APRIL 4. 

*Dagenham BC.—38 houses and 42 flats and 66 
houses, 8 flats and 15 garages, Pptee., Whale- 
bone-la. North. BE&S. Dep. £2 2s. each 

*Guildford RDC.—28 deliiags, Tillingbourne- rd., 
Shalford. E&S. Dep. £2 2s. 

*Redditch UDC.—200 houses, Studley-rd. site. E. 
Buckley, E&S. Dep. £5 

pang 11. 

*Chester RDC.—22 houses and 6 flats, Upton. 

T. C. R. Eaton (A), 16, White Friars. Dep. £3 3s. 


f NO DATE, 

Commercial Bank of Scotland, Ltd.—Bank, bank 
house, garage, etc., at Inverness, contract No. 2. 
H. N. Paterson, architect, 17, Queensgate, Inverness. 

*Gosport BC.—204 houses, Rowner estate. BE&S. 
we UDC.—Reconstruction of Market Hall. 


*Southend-on-Sea 
Spe, Rochford. 


with 
Dep. 


shops 
BE&S. 


PAINTING, ELECTRIC LIGHTING, 
MATERIALS, ETC. 
MARCH Il. 


*tBillericay UDC.—External 
dwellings. Dep. £2 2s. 


decorations to 94 








SPECIALLY 
DESIGNED FOR 
YOUR NEEDS 


-tale% PHILIPS 
AC cotta younithing 


MY of the most imaginative lighting 
schemes of recent years have been 
the result of close co-operation between 
architects, electrical contractors and 
the Philips Lighting Design Service. 
This Philips Service is entirely free. 
The registered lighting engineers 
whom Philips employ for this work can 
call on the accumulated knowledge of 
the Century House staff which includes 
a fully qualified architect who has made 
a special study of lighting in its relation 
to architecture and colour. 
Ask your electrical contractor about 
this free service, or write to Philips 
direct at the address below. 


PHILIPS ELECTRICAL LTD 


LIGHTING DIV. CENTURY HSE, SHAFTESBURY AVE, W.0.2 
Tungsten, Blended and Fluorescent Lamps 
& Lighting Equipment * Radio & Television 
Receivers ** Photoflux”’ Flashbulbs, etc. 
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MARCH 14, 
*fCheltenham BC.—External painting 704 houses. 
BE. Dep. £2 2s. 
*Hornsey BC.—Internal decorations, Stroud Green 
School and Hornsey High School. S. 


MARCH 18. 
*Walthamstow BC.—External potas. 153 houses, 
etc. Housing Manager. Dep. £2 2s. 


MARCH 21. 
West Hartlepool CBC.—TC. (Materials.) 


MARCH 23. 


A. G. Crowdy, Clerk of C. 


Rushden UDC.— 
(Materials.) 
MARCH 24. ; 
*Harrow BC.—External painting 668 dwellings. 
BE&S. Dep. £2 each (three contracts). 


MARCH 28. 
*Heston and Isleworth BC.—Temporary floor over 
major bath, Hounslow swimming bath. 3 ; 
Lampton-rd., Hounslow. Dep. £2 2s. 


APRIL 1. 

*Gunnersbury Park Jt. Com.—Installation heating 
system, large mansion, conversion of rooms into 
offices and rooms into two flats. BE, Town Hall, 
Acton, W3. 

APRIL 4. 

*Rugby BC.—Front garden fencing, 
Abbotts Farm estate. , 

Swale RDC.—External painting of 114 houses on 
eight sites. E&S. 


92 houses, 


NO DATE. 
*Birmingham oy, C.—External painting municipal 
dwellings. J. P. Macey, Housing Manager, 19-29, 
Summer-row. 


ROADS, SEWERAGE AND 
WATER WORKS 


MARCH 8. 
+Southampton CBC.—Road and footpath, Royal 
pier recreation ground. BE&S. Dep. £3 3s. 
Tenders by March 23. 


MARCH 11. 
tEast Kesteven RDC.—Regional water supply 
scheme, contract No. 15, supply mains at Scredington 
and Newton. Howard Humphreys & Sons, consult- 
ing engineers, Victoria Station House, Victoria-st., 
SW1. Dep. £3 3s. Tenders by March 21. 


MARCH 18. 

{East Kesteven RDC.—Regional water supply 
scheme, contract No. 12, trunk and distribution mains. 
Howard Humphreys & Sons, Victoria Station House, 
Victoria-st., SW1. Dep. £5 5s. Tenders by April 4. 


MARCH 19. 
West Riding of Yorks CC. — Reconstruction of 
Rossington Bridges on London-Edinburgh-Thurso 
trunk road, Al, at Doncaster. County E, Wakefield. 


Dep. £1 
MARCH 21. 

Startforth RDC.—About 2,650 lin. yds. mains and 
10,000 galls. r.c. reservoir at Holwick, near Middle- 
ton-in-Teesdale. Fairbank & Son, engineers, St. 
Helen’s-sq., York. Dep. £3 3s. 


MARCH 23. , 

Derby CBC.—Construction of roads and sewers, 
Sunny Hill housing site. BE&S. Dep. £5 5s. 

*Huntingdon RDC.—Water supply extension in 
Abbots Ripton and The Stukeleys. Pick, Everard, 
Keay & ey engineers, 6, Millstone-la. » Leices- 
ter. Dep. 

Lincolnshire River Bd.—Boston Sent geermne 
scheme, part 1. Clerk of the Bd. Dep. 


MARCH 25. 

Sale BC.—Sale drainage, contract No. 10, trunk 
and tributary sewers. . B. Kershaw and Kaufman, 
consulting engineers, 1, Victoria-st., SWI. Dep. 

10s. 


MARCH 26. 

Aethwy RDC.—Newboro’ drainage contract No. 1. 
Rofe and Raffety, consulting engineers, 3, Victoria-st., 
SWI. Dep. £2 2s. 

MARCH 31. 

Bedfordshire CC.—{a) Improvement, Moss-la., 
Elstow, (b) improvement, Stagsden, Sidegate. CS. 
Dep. £2 2s. (in each case). 

Oxford City C.—Construction of a 3-m. gall. r.c. 
reservoir at Open Brasenose, Oxford, contract No. 14. 
City WE 


APRIL 4. : 
Tynemouth CBC.—Asphalt carpeting of Verne-rd. 
BS. 


NO DATE. 
*Islington BC.—Reconstruction of forecourts and 
carriageways, Wakelin House, Ni. Housing Estates 
Manager, 220, Upper-st., Nl. 


GENERAL BUILDING WORK 
(LONDON) 


Dagenham.—Housinc.—TP Com. recommend BC’s 
approval of a scheme for the erection of 48 houses 
and 20 flats on a site in Auriel-ave., and MH&L 
approval is to be sought. 

Dagenham.—WaAREHOUSE.—The erection of a ware- 
house and cold store at Hainault Industrial estate has 
— proposed by I. Beer & Sons, Ltd., 10, Hosier- 

, EC1, and given by-law consent. 
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Dagenham.—AGep Persons’ Hoste..—Proposals 
have been made by Essex CC for the erection of a 
hoste] for aged persons on a site at ‘* Woodlands,”’ 
Rainham-rd. North. 

Friern Barnet.—CuHuRCH EXxTENSIONS.—The trustees 
of the Methodist Church, Manor-dr., N20, propose 
to erect a hall, classroom and toilet accommodation 
at the rear of the church fronting York-way. TP 
permission has been granted to the proposals. 

Lambeth.—Orrices.—A new central headquarters 
is being built for Sir Lindsay Parkinson & Co., Ltd., 
on the site of the old St. George’s Hall in the area 
of Westminster Bridge-rd. and Lambeth-rd. The 
project will cost £112,000 and should be completed 
in 14 months. A are Moiret and Wood, arid Con- 
sulting E are Glover & Ptnrs. Building is being 
undertaken by Sir Lindsay Parkinson & Co., Ltd., 
who are also utilising their own architectural and civil 
engineering departments. There will be two 5-storey 
wings, one in Westminster Bridge-rd. and the other 
in Lambeth-rd., connected by a 3-storey centre block. 
There will be provision for canteen and ‘restaurant, 
and the structure will be in reinforced concrete. 

isham.— APPOINTMENT. en. Purposes Com. 
recommend the appointment of Oswald E. Parratt, 
FRICS, Adelaide House, London Bridge, EC4, as 
uantity surveyer, and S. M. Cleator, MiJStructE, 

, Ridgmount-st., WC1, as consulting structural en- 
gineer in connection with the scheme for the 
reconstruction and extension of the Town Hall. 

Lewisham.—SeECONDARY SCHOOL.—Plans have been 
prepared by Archard and Hardy, architects, 20, 
Lowndes-st., SW1, for the erection of a new Roman 
Catholic secondary schoo] for boys and girls in the 
Downham area—on a two-acre site in Winlaton-rd., 
at an est. cost of £109,199. 

C.—Various ScHEMES.—Among_ construction 
work undertaken by Wates, Ltd., contractors, is a 
LCC scheme at Barrie-st., Paddington, est. at 
£410,197, for 130 flats in three seven-storey blocks and 
one eleven-storey block. Construction is also in re- 
inforced concrete and brick.—Under current con- 
struction for the LCC are 214 flats in five eleven- 
storey blocks with boiler house and club room at 
Trinity-rd., Wandsworth. Cost of this scheme is 
£446, Consulting E on this project were Ove 
Arup & Ptnrs.—For Camberwell Borough, a scheme 
is to be undertaken shortly at Pelican-yard, where 
130 flats in six blocks with laundry, transformer 
house and stores are to be erected. Boro’ A designed 
the scheme, costing £332,751. QS is Oswald Parratt, 
FRICS, and Consulting Es are John Liversedge & 
Associates. 

Wandsworth.—ScHoot.—LCC Ed. Com. have 
approved a scheme for the erection of a county 
secondary school at Burntwood-la. The classrooms 
will be in two main blocks, each capable of division 
into two sections. There will be separate administra- 
tive and staff room blocks. The school will be con- 
structed generally in reinforced concrete, with tubular 
space framed roofs in the assembly hall and gym- 
nasiums. e est. cost is £628, 

Woolwich.—Housinc.—Hsg. Com. recommend the 
approval by MBC of a scheme submitted by the 
Beaver Housing Society for the erection of 33 flats 
and maisonettes and five houses on land on the east 
side of Keightley-dr., Eltham, at an est. capital cost 
of £87,067. 


(PROVINCIAL) 


Ashgate (nr. Chesterfield).—Sheffield Reg. Hosp. 
Board propose erection of new hospital. 

Bakewell.—UDC received allocation of 30 houses 
for 1955. A, Jackson & Nicholas. 

Belford (Northumberland).—MH&LG = approved 
roposa] by Vaux and Assoc. Breweries, Ltd., The 
rewery, Sunderland, for erection of inn on site of 
old * Salmon Inn ”’ at Belford. 

Berwick.—E. M. Lawson, Barras-bldgs., Barras 
Bridge, Newcastle-on-Tyne, architect for proposed 
licensed premises at Tweedmouth for Berwick 
Breweries, Ltd. 

Birkenhead.—Perrin, Hughes & Co., Ltd., Hatton 
Garden, Liverpool, propose extending their show- 
rooms, storerooms, etc., at their Conway-st. branch 
in Birkenhead. Architects, A. Neville Holt, FRIBA, 
Stock Exchange-bldgs., 20, Exchange-st. East, Liver- 
pool, 2. Quantities not yet prepared, and general 
contractors still to be appointed. 

Birkenhead.—BC to invite tenders for further 100 
houses at Overchurch and 40 at Prenton Dell Estate. 

Birmingham.—University to invite tenders later this 
year for erection of new library, £427.000 est. - 

Rees, 51, Queen Caroline-st., 

Birmingham.—Housing scheme costing £210,361 to 
be erected shortly by Wates, Ltd. Scheme calls for 
105 flats in three six-storey blocks. City of Birming- 
ham responsible for both architecture and QS. 

Blackbura.—TC to negotiate with Gregory 
Housing, Ltd., for two blocks of three-storey flats 
at junction Kelsall-ave. and Fountains-ave. 

Blackpool.—Mathew Brown & Co., Ltd., Lion 
Brewery, Blackburn, propose erection of new licensed 
—— to be known as ‘‘ Shovel Inn ’”’ at Common 

nd-rd. 

Boldon (Co. Durham).—UDC S, J. T. Edmondson, 
preparing layout plan for extending West Boldon 
housing estate. Revised plans approved for 18 
houses, South Bents, Whitburn, for J. Prentice, 
builder, Sunderland. 

Bollington.—UDC received Min. approval 
erection of 82 houses on Henshaw-rd. Estate. 

Bradford.—TC propose erection of occupational and 
industrial centre at junction of Rooley-la./Bowling 


for 





THE BUILDER 


Hall-rd., £60,000 est.; erection of heakth centres at 
Thorpe Edge and Buttershaw Estates, £14,000 each 


Hill.—Licensing Justices approved plans for 
extensive alterations to ‘‘ Cross Inn,’’ Kingswinford. 
Brighton.—TC to build fire station- at Roedean, 
cost £47,700 (est.).—TC to build an extension to 
factory Welbeck, Ltd., at East Moulsecomb 
cost £14,000 (est.). 
Bromsgrove.—RDC approved plans for garage and 
conversion of garage into offices at Fairfield Riding 
for J. W. Thompson; three shops at corner 
George-rd./Witheybed-la., Alvechurch, for Braden 
Housing Industrics.—Ansells Brewery Co., Ltd., pro- 
oe erection of PH at New-rd., opposite Ford House 
‘arm. 
Burnley.—RDC approved plans for extensions to 
Council Offices at Reedley, £11,000 est. 
Bury.—TIC received an additional allocation of 45 
houses for erection in 1955. ; 
Carlisle.—TC approved plans, conversion of - offices 
into motor showroom at 62, Lowther-st. for W. 
Lightfoot. Mann & Ptnrs., 28, Lowther-st., 
Carlisle; erection of three-storey building of lock-up 
shops and offices at Globe-la. for Robinson & 
Murray, Ltd.; alterations to form new bank at 37, 
Lowther-st., for Williams Deacons Bank, Ltd. 


Chatham.—TC to build 34 old folk’s bungalows at 
Weeds Wood estate, cost £35,125. 

Chesterfield.—Scarsdale Brewery Co., Ltd., propose 
erection of PH, to be known as ‘* The Anvil,”’ at 
Blacksmiths-la.—TC propose erection of block con- 
taining 18 flats on Whittington Estate. 


Clowne.—RDC approved erection of 26 houses at 
Barlborough and block of four flats at corner of 
Holmsfield-rd./Station-rd., Whitwell. 

Cockermouth.—North-Eastern Housing  Assoc., 
Maryport, to erect 18 houses at Oughterside and 
draft plans approved. 

Consett.—UDC considering new site in Allison-st. 
for erection of aged people’s houses. S, E. Simpkin, 
Medomsley-rd. 

Cornwall.—County’s £4m. building programme for 
1955 includes six new schools, extensions to others, 
a library at St. Austell to cost £25,999, and police 
houses, garages and station improvements, totalling 
£122,000. Fire Brigade will spend £10.000 on first 
part of new Truro headquarters, and £8,500 on 
three-bay station at Launceston. County A, S. 
Gregson, FRIBA, County Hall, Truro. 

Coventry.—Coventry Tile Co., Ltd., Edmund-rd., 
propose erection of new showroom and office building 
at Foleshill-rd. A, B. Reyner, 5, Manor-rd. 

Darlington.—RDC to build 12 houses and three 
old people’s bungalows at Hurworth. Plans by S, 
Council Offices.—Vaux and Assoc. Breweries, Ltd., 
Sunderland, to build inn on site of Geneva House.— 
Gen. Purposes Com. to consider report by BS and 
Boro’ A on redevelopment of town centre. 

Darlington.—TC seek loan sanction £16.660 for 
stage 2 of transport depot reconstruction scheme; and 
£18,768 for erection of 14 houses on Firth Moor 
estate. BE, G. S. Short. 

Darlington.—Whessoe, Ltd., propose sports field 
with pavilions and other accommodation in West 
Auckland-rd. 

Daventry.—Northampton Brewery Co., Ltd.; pro- 
pose erection of PH fronting Ashby-rd. 

Dewsbury.—BC approved layout by Boro’ A for 
erection of 100 dwellings on Slaithwaite-rd. site. 

Durham.—Early start expected to be made on 
£18.000 scheme for carrying out restoration work 
on Prebends Bridge for Dean and Chapter of Durham. 
—Page, Son and Hill, 75. King-st., South Shields, 
architects for proposed PH at Gray-av., Sherburn 
Village, for Hammonds United Breweries, Ltd.— 
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Plans being-prepared by J. M. Angus, 21, Lovaine- 
pl., Newcastle-on-Tyne, for club in Sacriston-la., 
Witton Gilbert, for Witton Gilbert Workmen’s Club. 
—Annfield Plain . Society, Ltd., to erect branch 
shop at May Lea, Witton Gilbert. A, C. Elgey, 7a, 
North Bailey, Durham.—NCB Architect’s pt., 
Ashfield Towers, Gosforth, preparing plans for pit- 
head. baths at. Adventure -Colliery, West Rainton.— 
Planning approval given for new club at Haswell 
Plough for Haswell Plough Social Club, Ltd. A, 
J. M. Angus, 21, Lovaine-pl., Newcastle-on-Tyne. 
—Durham County Water Board, Neville-ct., to spend 
£37,000 for reorganisation and development of Auton 
Stile depot, including provision of garages, stores and 
workshops. 

Felling (Co. Durham).—Licensing magistrates to be 
asked to approve scheme for construction of new 
“Ship Inn ” at Wardley. A, Page, Son and Hill, 75, 
King-<t., South Shields. / 

Garstang.—RDC to erect 14 houses at Hambleton 
and 20 at Kepple-la. 

Heywood.—TC plan erection of further 103 houses 


“and flats during 1955. 


Jarrow-on-Tyne—It is proposed to build new 
church costing £15, at Leam-la. Minister-in- 
charge, Rev. D. L. Evans.—BE, H. W. T. Perkins, 
prepared scheme for redevelopment of Queens-rd- 
area. Provision made for 391 buildings costing 
£727,650.—Revised plans by BE for 24 houses in 
Finchale-ter. at £38,942. Approved by TC. 

Liverpool.—TC approved erection of new Hebrew 
Community building at junction Mather-ave./Booker- 
ave., Allerton. A, D. J. Lewis, Angel-bldgs., Dale- 
st., Liverpool, 1.—Liverpool Savings Bank, Ltd., 93, 
Bold-st., propose erection of branch bank at Kirkby 
Industrial Estate. A, Willink & Dod, Cunard-bldgs., 
Liverpool.—British & Colonial Furnishing Co., Ltd., 
propose erection of showroom and office building at 
40-42, Bold-st. A, North & Ptnrs., Maidenhead, 
Berks.—Singer Sewing Machine Co., Ltd., propose 
premises at 21-25, Bold-st.* A, Sir A E. Shennan & 
Ptnrs., 17, North John-st., Liverpool. 

Macclesfield.—W. Dobson Chapman & Ptnrs., 
Jordangate, Macclesfield, archi for erection of 
hotel to be known as “‘ The Brocklehurst Arms ”’ 
Hotel at Tytherington Park Estate. 

Manchester.—Reg. Hosp. Board propose extension 
to casualty department at Oldham Royal Infirmary. 

Mansfield.—BC propose erection of block of shops 
and offices at Regent-st. adjoining electricity show- 
room.—Approved plans, extension to dairy at Little 
Barn-la. for Northern Dairies, Ltd.; office and store 
at Stanton Mill, Bath-la., for King & Snelson. 

Middlesbrough.—Hsg. Com.’s annual estimates in- 
clude £1,360,000 for construction of houses, roads 
and sewers; £94,000 for construction of sh and 
maisonettes; and £20,900 for 144 garages.—New re- 
built stores for F. W. Woolworth & Co., Ltd., will 
be four storeys high, cost £140,000. 

Newcastle-on-Tyne.—R. W. Bell (Builders), Ltd., 
Mistletoe-st., negotiating with City C for sale of 
site in New Bridge-st. for erection of six-storey block 
of offices, shops, etc., est. cost £250, 

Newcastle-on-Tyne.—Licensing magistrates approved 

lans for new ‘Lochside Inn at Redhall-dr. for James 

euchar, Ltd. A, Marshall and Tweedy, Grainger 

House, Blackett-st. ? ; : 

Newcastle-on-Tyne.—Arthur and Kirkup, 13, Swin- 
burne-st., G head, archi for additions in Scots- 
wood-rd. to provide warehouse and store for Yellow- 
ley and Daglish. 

Northallerton.—Sketch plans being prepared of 
extensions to Grammar Sch., Guisborough, est. cost 
£15,000. County A, County Hall. 

North Riding.—EC approved sketch plans for prim. 
schs, at Colburn and Skelton. County A, County 
Hall, Northallerton.—EC approved school building 
programme for 1955-56, est. cost £1,311,182. Nine 
sec. schs. and three prim. schools. sanctioned in 
programme.—EC to apply for sanction to proceed 
with building of second instalment of Cleveland Tech. 
College at Redcar. Total cost £494,000. Plans by 
County S, County Hall, Northallerton. 

Oldbury.—EC approved revised plans for Brandhal! 
No. 1 primary inf. sch.—Approved layout for five 
shops fronting to Newbury-la. at Whiteheath Estate. 

Oldham.—BC approved in principle erection of 
central ante-natal and child welfare clinic at West-st. 
site.—Oldham and Dist. Hosp. Management Com. 
propose improvements to Wards Cl and C2 at 
Boundary Park Gen. Hosp. 

Penrith.—_UDC approved plans for new clothing 
factory at Gilwilly for Redmayne & Sons, Ltd. 

Peterlee (Co. Durham).—It is hoped to begin work 
in autumn on construction of new parish church to 
hold 600 people. Vicar, Rev. R. Beevers. 

Radcliffe.—TC propose 20 bungalows at Alma-st.. 
18 at Hawthorne-ave., six at Ainsworth-rd., and 16 
at Bull Hill-cres. 

Redcar.—S. Smith Old Brewery Tadcaster, Ltd., 
seek approval of licensing authorities for erection of 








PH in Farndale-sq., Redcar. A, G. W. Alderson, 
4, Pavilion-terr., Scarborough. 
Redcar.—Newcastle Breweries, Ltd., Haymarket, 


Newcastle-on-Tyne, propose licensed premises near 
Halt Railway Station. 

Rochdale.—TC approved plans, extensions and¢ 
rebuilding of warehouse at Edward-st. for E. Whiteley 

Co. 

Rowley Regis.—TC propose following in 1955: 
Eight shops with maisonettes at Brickhouse Farm 
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Estate; 32 houses at Tividale Hall Estate; 60 houses 
at Corngreaves Estate. 

Scarborough.—Parks Com. approved £45,000 pro- 
posal for construction of sea defence wall round 
South Bay bathing pool; also promenade. BE, 
H. V. Overfield. 

Shardlow.—RDC 
Barrowash, 30 at Barrowash-rd., 
Derby-rd., Sandiacre. 

Sheffield.—Reg. Hosp. Board propose large exten- 
sions to Whittington Hall Mental Home. 

South Bank-on-Tees.—Tenders to be considered 
shortly for new PH in Skippers-la. for Vaux & Assoc. 
Breweries, Lid. A, Kitching & Co., 21, Albert-rd., 
Middlesbrough. 

South Shields.—TC expected to commence work 
in June on building of large bus station in Mile End- 
rd. on site of Queen’s Cinema.—EC to carry out 
third instalment of new Tech. and Marine College 
during 1956-7. A, Meade Taylor & Wilson, 17, 
Sheffield-terr., Camden-hill, London, W8.—M of E 
approved EC’s scheme for enlarging Horsley Hill 
County Jun. Sch. to provide accommodation for 
another 320 children.—Com. asking Min. to approve 
contruction of inf. sch. at Highfield-rd. RC sec. Sch., 
and sec. mod. sch. These will comprise EC’s build- 
ing programme for next year.—It is proposed to 
convert Cleadon Park County Secondary School into 
sec. mod. mixed sch. BE, John Reid, Town Hall. 

Stockport.—R. A. Risley, Macclesfield, A for 
erection of ‘‘ The Farmers Arms’’ Hotel on 
Brinnington Estate. 

Stretford.—BC approved plans: Extensions to radio 
laboratory at Westinghouse-rd. for Metro Vickers, 
Ltd.; three-bay extension to warehouse at Mosley- 
rd. for Massey-Harris-Ferguson, Ltd.; new factory 
at Barton Dock-rd. for British Chrome & Chemicals, 
Lid.; shop and extension to purchasing dept. at 
Wi estinghouse-rd. for Metro Vickers, Elec. Co-, Ltd.; 
offices, rest room and lavatories at Trafford Park-rd. 
for sonar & Lloyds, Ltd.; office at Trafford Park- 
rc. for T. Glover & Co., Ltd.; engineers’ work- 
shop at vaptere for National Corrugated Paper 
Co., Ltd. 

Sunderland.—Corpn. proposing to build six large 
family homes for children. Plans ty Boro’ A, 
H. C. Bishop. 

Sunderland.—Additions costing £14,000 proposed 
to Fulwell Working Men’s Club, Station-rd., Sunder- 
land. Work expected to start shortly. A, Newrick 
& Blackbell, 58, John-st.—Herrington Parish Council 
considering erection of parish hall.—EC considering 
proposals for erecting workshops and additional class- 
rooms at Sunderland Tech. College. --Corporation 
Watch Com. considering possibility of converting 
large houses into flats for policemen. Boro’ A, 
H. C.- Bishop, Grange House, Stockton-rd. —=TC 
oy asked by Seaside Development Com. to include 

0,000 in estimates for cafeteria, shelters, etc., at 
Roker blockyard. 

Thirsk.—RDC to build four houses, two garages 
and shop at Sutton-rd:, Thirsk. A, Needham, Thorpe 
& White, 6, High Petergate, York. 

Ulverston.—UDC approved sketch plans for six 
shops with housing accommodation over at Croftlands 
Park. J. Edgar, A, Town Hall. 

Warrington.—Warrington | and Dist. Society for 
‘Blind have purchased ‘‘ Oaklea,’’ Newton-rd., 
'Lowton, for conversion into community centre. It 
is also planned to convert existing workshops at 
Museum-st. into similar centre. 

West Bromwich.—M. Firkin, Ltd., 25, Carters- 
green, West Bromwich, proposes erection of new 
factory at Black-la. A, T.M. Ashford, 13, Highfield- 
td., Edgbaston, Birmingham. 

West Lancs.—RDC to acquire site at Dandys 
Farm, Tarleton, for erection of houses and bungalows. 

Whitley Bay.—Parks Com. approved scheme for 
cuaverting cemetery chapel into crematorium, ‘est. 
cost £15,000. Plans by BS, E. Roberts. 

Worksop.—Extensions to club premises at Hod- 
thorpe Working Men’s Club for Club Com. A, J. 
Haslam & Sons, Ryton-chbrs., Newcastle-ave. 


propose 50 houses at Cole-la., 
Spondon, and 20 at 


TENDERS 


* Denotes accepted. 

+ Denotes provisionally accepted. 

t Denotes recommended for acceptance. 

§ Denotes accepted subject to modification. 

€ Denotes accepted by H.M. Government Depart- 
ments, 


Billingham-on-Tees.—97 houses, the Roseberry-rd. 
housing estate for UDC. Surveyor, J Shepherd: 
*Teesside Builders, Ltd., 101, High-st., Stockton-on- 
Tees, £131,879. 

Birmingham.—Factory at Chester-rd., Erdington, 
for Hardy Spicer, Ltd.: *R. M. Douglas (Contractors), 
Ltd., George-rd., Erdington, Birmingham. 

Birmingham.—16 shops, 18 dwellings and office 
accommaneenem Bell-la., Tile Cross: *Edgar Crowder, 

Ltd., £79,982. 

Bootle.—18 dwellings at Park-la. 
TC: *City Contractors (Builders), Ltd., 
John- -st., Liverpool, £27,544. 

Bracknell.—House and_ surgery, Moordale-av. 
Architect, L. B. Green, LRIBA, 17, Prior-av., Sutton, 
Surrey: *J. Jones & Sons, Ltd., Maidenhead, 
£6,132. 

Bracknell.—Extensions to factory for Corrugated 
Wrappers, Ltd. Architect, E. A. Ferriby, ARIBA, 


West site for 
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Farley Hall, Binfield, Bracknell, Berks: *J. M. Jones 
& Sons, Ltd. is Maidenhead, £22,000. 

Bradford.—Eccleshill secondary modern school for 
EC: *W. J. Simms, Sons and Cooke, Ltd., Haydn- 
td., Nottingham, £202, 727. 

British Railways (Eastern Region).—Alterations to 
superstructures of 14 overbridges between Shenfield 
and Southend, preliminary to electrification: *Weller- 
man Bros., Ltd., Dun-st., Sheffield, 3. Construction 
of staff accommodation at Trent Junction and North 
Lincoln Branch Sidings, Scunthorpe: *Henry Boot & 
Sons, Ltd., Banner Cross Hall, Ecclesali-rd. South, 
Sheffield, 11. 

Bury.—Adaptations to premises at Broad-st. to 
form new showrooms for North Western Gas 
Board: *J. Tinline, Ltd., Sawmills, Bury. 

Clackmanman.—24 houses at Fishcross develop- 
ment (second phase). Mason and brick. work: 
R. Beatson & Son, Forth-bank, Alloa. Carpenter 
and joiner work: W. & J. McLean, North-st., 
Clackmannan. Glazier work: W. H. Gray (Glaziers), 
Ltd., Coalgate, Alloa. Tiler and  roughcast 
work: P. Kelly & Sons, Ltd., 33, Brunswick-rd., 
Edinburgh, 7. Plumber work: J. D. Burns, 31, 
Chapel-st., Dunfermline. Plaster work: D. & J. 
Ogilvie (Builders), Ltd., Park-terr., Stirling. Elec- 
trical work: Ormiston Bros. A Drysdak le-st., Alloa. 

Colne.—36 flats at Church Meadows for TC: 
*Direct labour, £43,251. 

Crawley.—Factory for Reynolds Dairy, Ltd., Tel- 
ford-pl., Crawley: *J. Longley & Co., Ltd., Crawley. 

Croydon.—Temporary transmitter building at 
Croydon for ITA. The contract for this temporary 
station, complete with 200-ft. tower and a special 
high gain aerial, has he - awarded to Marconi’s Wire- 
less Telegraph Co., who are also supplying the 
vision and sound aac Architects, Taylor 
and Collister, Chelmsford. Building work, *J. Laing 
& Son, Lt 

Darlington.—14 houses on the Firth Moor estate 
for the TC. Boro’ A, E. Tornbohm, Central- 
bldgs., Darlington: *Direct labour, £18,390 

Darlington.—Second stage of scheme for recon- 
structing transport depot, including the laying of a 
completely new floor in the garage and alterations to 
the gable entrance, for the TC: *Direct labour, 
£16,660. 

Forfarshire.—First development central No. 2 of 
the Gallowfield housing scheme. Council A, Alexan- 
der C. Miller, Master of Works Offices, Forfar. 
Excavation, brick and building: Matthew Taylor, 
Ltd., Wormit, Angus, £12,769... Plumbing, sanitary 
engineering: Alexander White, Ltd., John-st., Forfar. 
Joinery, ‘carpentry: Frank Watt, Angus Joinery 
Works, Forfar, £7,488. 

Gateshead.—24 ‘‘ Dorran ’”’ houses at Carr-hill and 
12 in Asylum-sq. for TC: *R. G. Tarran, Ltd., 
Perth. 

Glasgow.—12 houses at Maxwell-dr. and Woodrow- 
rd., Pollockshields’ *John Lawrence (Glasgow), Ltd., 
Regent-st., Blythswood, Glasgow. 

Glossop.—Extensions to factory for Charlestown 
Paper Converting Co., Ltd.: *James Greenwood, 
Ltd., Bentley Brook, Bary. 

Grantham.—46 houses, Belton-la., for BC. 
Engineer and surveyor, T. J. Livesey, AMICE. 
Quantities by K. H. Bole, FRICS: *Read Bros. 
(Grantham), Ltd., Wharf-rd., Grantham. 

Liverpool.—Sec. mod. sch., Cuckoo-la., Merion 
*Netherton Building and Construction Co., 

150, Sandy-rd., Seaforth, Liverpool, 21, £128, 499. 

Additions to the Belle Vale cty. prim sch: *Rimmer 
Bros. cee Ltd., Cheadle-av., Liverpool, 13, 
£37,350 

Extensions at Alderwood cty. prim. sch., Alder- 
wood-av.: *Hibberts (Builders), Ltd., 103, Rockbank- 
rd., Liverpool, 13, £28,890. 
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Secondary mod. 3 for girls, Princes-park: *F. C. 
Bloomfield & Co., , Almonds-green, Liverpool. 

Woolton cty. any ” sch: *Netherton Building and 
Construction Co., Ltd., 150, Sandy-rd., Seaforth, 
Liverpool, 21. 

Beechwood day special sch.: *Morrison & Sons, 
Ltd., Grange-ter., Wavertree, Liverpool, 3 

Liverpool.—Extensions to factory at Huyton for 
Horsemaster Machine Co., Ltd.: *W. Tomkinson & 
Sons, Ltd., 7/31, Great anectiues Liverpool. 

{London (Admiralty).—Particulars of contracts over 
£1,000 in value:-— 

Co. Durham: Internal insulation of buildings, 
Tentest Fibre Board Co., Ltd., 75, Crescent West, 
Hadley Wood, Barnet, Herts. Hants: Building work, 
CPC (Southampton), Ltd., Gaters Mill, West End, 
Southampton; John Hunt, Ltd., South Wharf, Cleve- 
land-rd., Gosport, Hants. Steel framework, Wm. 
Dibben "& Sons, Ltd., Lower William-st., 
Southampton. 


{London (Air Ministry).—Contracts to the value of 
£500 or over for the week ended February 26:— 

Building work: W. and J. Weatherhead, Ltd., 108, 
North-st., Hornchurch, Essex; V. A. Marriott, "Ltd., 
Handforth- rd., Ipswich; Fred Pearson & Co., Ltd., 
32, Cemetery- rd., Doncaster, Yorks; A. Roberts & 
co, t.,, Be Eccleston-sq. . Heating and 
ventilating services: Ashwell and Nesbit, Ltd., Barkby- 
rd., Leicester. Resurfacing work: Constable Hart & 
Co., Ltd., Lion House, Richmond, Surrey. Artifi- 
cer’s work and maintenance of land: Kyle Stewart 
(Contractors), Ltd., 338, Kilburn High-rd., NW6; 
A. J. Dunning & Sons (Weyhill), Ltd., "Weyhill, 
Hants; Stanley H.. S, Overton (Airfields), Lrd., 
Navenby, Lincoln; Jack Branch, Winfold-rd., Water- 
beach, Cambridge; Surface Maintenance Services, 
Ltd., 124, Old Christchurch-rd., Bournemouth, Hants. 
Dismantling and re-erection of sheds: Robert Watson 
& Co., Constr. Engineers, Ltd., Bolton. Electrical 
wiring services: James Plucknett, Ltd., 20, Young-st., 
Edinburgh, 2; James Kilpatrick & Son, Ltd., Kelvin 
House. River Cart Walk, Paisley. 

(London (MoW).—Contracts placed by Ministry 
of Works for week ended February 19:— 

Buckinghamshire: DSIR, Datchet, construction 
of. sewage pumping Station and pipe 
bridge, A. Roberts Co., Ltd., 79 Eccleston-sq., 
London, SW1. Hampshire: Northern-rd., Cosham, 
Portsmouth, erection of trunk ND exchange, W. E. 
Chivers & Sons, Ltd., Devizes, Wilts. London: 
British Council, 35-39, Queen’s-gdns., W2, internal 
decorations and plaster repairs, Sykes & Son, Ltd., 
8, Essex-st.; King Edward Building, King Edward-st , 
EC1, internal decorations, J. W. Green (Painters), 
Ltd., 171, Graham-rd., SW19. Middlesex: DSIR & 
NPL, Teddington, extension to the radiology labora- 
tory, J. Lawson & Co., Ltd., 28, Park-rd. North, 
Acton, W3; Admiralty Charts Building, Cricklewood, 
internal decorations, Sykes & Son, Ltd., 8, Essex-it., 
Strand, WC2. Pembrokeshire: Prospect- pl., Haver- 
fordwest, erection of crown buildings and comple- 
tion, Gee, Walker & Slater, Ltd.,. Coychurch-rd., 
Bridgend. Surrey: Holly Lodge, Chobham, conversion 
of Holly Lodge to 4 flats, Fassnidge Son & Norris, 
Ltd., Broomhall Buildings, Chobham-rd., Sunniag- 
dale, Ascot, Berks; Royal Botanic Gardens, Kew, 
reconstruction and enlargement of Banana House, 
William Wood & Son, Ltd., Taplow, Bucks. Worces- 
tershire: Redditch, erection of Government pre- 
mises, T. & M. Dixon, Ltd., Hewell-rd., Redditch, 
Worcs. 

{London (War Dept.).—Contracts placed by War 
Dept. for week ended February 19:— 

Ayrshire: Building work, M. Muir & Co., Ltd., 
Kilmarnock. Chester: Hot water heating installation, 
Arthur Heaton & Co.,Ltd., Liversedge. Flintshire: 
Roadwork, J. W Flather. Ltd.,. Ellesmere Port. 
Inverness-shire: Building work, James Campbell & 
Son (Building Contractors), Ltd., Inverness. Norfolk: 
Building work, H. Bullen & "Son, Lid., Cromer. 
Perthshire: Painting, John Loughbridge, Bathgate. 
Shropshire: Building work, Manchester Slate Co., 
Ltd., Manchester. Yorkshire: Painting, Donald 
Humberstone & Co., Ltd., Louth; building work, 
rg W. Ledger, Harrogate; painting and decorating, 

. Moss & Sons, Halifax. 


Maidenhead.—44 houses, Spencers estate, for BC. 
Boro’ Engineer and Surveyor: *Clayton Heath, Ltd., 
Boyne Works, Maidenhead, £63.065. 

Manchester.—Extensions to Loreto College, Upper 
Moss-la., Hulme, Manchester, for the Mother 
Superior: *R. Carlyle & Son, Ltd., Elsinore-rd., 
Trafford Park, Manchester. 

Middlesbrough.—Additional storey to Palladium- 
bldgs., Eastbourne-rd., for ompson’s_ Enter- 
prises, Ltd.: Ww. Lazenby & Co., Ltd., Ferryhill, 
Co. Durham (oie not yét started). 

Middlesbrough.—Cinema in. _ Longlands-rd. for 
Thompson’s Enterprises, Ltd.: *Lazenby & Co., Ltd., 
Farryhill, Co. Durham (work on the scheme started 
in 1939 but was suspended due to the war). 

Middleton.—Hostel block at. Hopwood Hall for 
De La Salle Training College: *G. & J. Seddon, Ltd., 
Little Hulton, néar Bolton. 

Northampton.—Extensions to workshop at Gray- 
st. for Northampton Town and County Association 
for the Blind: *Underwood and Weston, Ltd., Ladys- 
la., Northampton. 

Penrith.—Police superintendent’s house =~ 12 
houses on various sites for Cumberland CC: . EB. 
Reay & Son, Brent House, Fell-la:, Penrith. 

Sheffield.— Newfield sec. mod. sch. for boys, off 
Lees Hall-rd., Norton. Architect, the City A:— 
Melling Bros:, Ltd. .. es Ss .. £209,960 
M. J. ‘Gleeson, Ltd. .. A 192,000 


Northam, 
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W. Simkin, Ltd. oe 186,256 
Public Works Department t 17 79,244 
*J. W. Sivil, Ltd. A Af 176,811 
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Shoreditch.—Blocks Nos. 15, 16, 17 and 18, on 
the. Wenlock Barn estate, containing a total of 124 
flats for MBC: R. Richardson & Son, Ltd., £243,955. 


Shoreditch.—Six houses on the Avebury-st. Area 
and blocks 2, 3 and 4 on the Charles-sq. Area of the 
Colville estate for MBC: Tersons, Ltd., £88,767. 

SSHA.—Contracts placed by Scottish Special Hous- 
ing Association, Ltd., for the period January 19 to 
February 16:—Site Servicing: Beith-rd., Johnstone (46 
Traditional, 50 Weir No-fines, 66 Stuart), Town 
Council, Johnstone, Layout of open space. House 
Erection: Woodmill, Dunfermline (150 Weir Steel), 
T. M. Livingstone, 60, High-st., Cowdenbeath, Spray 
harl Paint; Sandyflats, Johnstone (136 ae 
sioner’s, 66 Concrete), A. M. Tweedie & Co., 

44, Bilbao-st., Glasgow, Chain link fencing; "Fale 
burn, Alloa 6 Dunedin}, Alexander & Son, Belford- 
rd., Edinburgh, Sg Cunninghar, Tillicoultry 
(50° Traditional), M. Primrose & Co., 52, Abbey-rd., 
Stirling, Joiner; Abbots Seat, Kelso (50 Miller), 
Barnet & Morton, Kirkcaldy, House fencing; Arden, 
Glasgow (424 No-fines), Barnet & Morton, Kirkcaldy, 
Front & divisional fencing; Braehead, Linlithgow ng 
Miller), J. Strang & Son, 48, Believue, Polmon 

Stockproof fencing; Springside, Ayrshire (30 maar. 
Barnet & Morton, Kirkcaldy, Divisional fencing; 
Clober, Milngavie (114 Traditional), SW Scot. Elect. 


Board, 206, St. Vincent-st., Glasgow, Electricity 
services; Sighthill, Edinburgh (22 Various), Barnet & 
Morton, Kirkcaldy, Fencing; Toryglen, Glasgow, 
Geo. Wimpey & Co., Lancaster-rd., Southend, 


Middx., Boring; Hayshead, Arbroath (92 Dunedin), 
Alliance Const, Co., Ltd., 7, Ward-rd., Dundee, All 
trades; Grieve-rd., Greenock (32 Atholl), Atholl 
Houses, Ltd., 29, Park-circus, Glasgow, All trades. 
Work Undertaken by SSHA_ Direct Labour 
Organisation:—Site Servicing: Carskeoch, Patna (52 
Orb. 2nd stage; Mains-rd., Beith (72 Stuart), Ist 
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Kilbarchan-rd., Johnstone (42 Atholl), Site 
servicing; Dean Park, Balerno (44 No-fines), Site 
servicing; Crombie, Fife (50 Unitroy), Additional site 
servicing; Sandyflats, Johnstone (1 Commissioner’s 
and 66 Concrete), Formation of footpaths and demo- 
lition of foundations; Oakley, Fife (66 Traditional), 
2nd stage; Widows Land, Burntisland (74 Cruden), 
2nd stage; Kildare, Lanark (60 Stuart), 2nd stage. 

Maintenance: Newtown, Bo'ness (82 Various), 
Barnet & Morton, Kirkcaldy, Fencing. 

Stirlingshire.—Telephone exchange at Bo’ness-rd., 
Grangemouth, for MoW: *John Best & Co. (Con- 
tractors), Ltd., Warriston House Works, Edinburgh. 

Warrington.—Phase 1 of Padgate Training College 
for Lancs EC: *G. & J. Seddon, Ltd., Little Hulton, 
near Bolton, £264,618. 

Wigan.—ATE at Cross-st., Hindley, for MoW: 
*John McGeogh & Sons, Ltd., Arbour-la., Kirkby 
Trading Estate, Liverpool. 

Worcs.—Development of county high school, Red- 
ditch, CC. Architect, County A: *J. Harper & 
Son (Blackheath), Ltd., Beeches-rd., Bla th, 
Birmingham, £146,501. 
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